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An  Unfortunate  MOTHER'S  Ad 
vice  to  her  abfent  DAIGH- 
TERS, 

In  a  Letter  to  Mifs  PENNING  TON. 

My  Dear  JENNY, 

WAS  there  any  probability  that 
a  letter  from  me  would  be 
permitted  to  reach  your  hand 
alone,  I  fhould  not  have  cholen  this 
leatt  eligible  method  of  writing  to  you. 
The  public  is  no  way  concerned  in  fa 
mily  affairs,  nor  ought  to  be  made  a 
party  in  them;  but  my  cirtumltances 
are  fuch  as  lay  me  under  a  neceiiity  of 
either  communicating  my  fcntiments  to 
the  world,  or  concealing  them  from 
you.  The  latter  would,  I  think,  be  the 
breach  of  an  indifpenfable  duty,  which 
obliges  me  to  wave  the  impropriety  of 
the  former. 

A  long  train  of  events,  of  a  moft  ex 
traordinary   nature,    confpired     to    re* 
move  you,  vtry  early  from  ihf    tender 
A  care 
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care  of  an  affectionate  mother:  you 
were  then  too  youngto  be  able  to  form 
any  right  judgement  of  her  conduct:; 
and  fince  that  time  it  is  very  probable, 
that  it  has  been  reprefented  to  yon  in 
the  m oft  unfavourable  light  The  ge 
neral  prejudice  againft  me  1  never  gave 
rnyfclf  the  ufelefs  trouble  of  any  endea 
vour  to  remove.- 1  do  not  mean  to 

infer  from  hence  that  the  opinion  af  .ci 
thers  is  of  no  material  confequence;  on 
the  contrary,  1  would,  adyife  you  always 
to  remember,  that,  next  to  the  confci- 
ouihefs  of  acting  right,  the  public  voice 
fhould  be  regarded,  and  to  endeavour, 
by  a  prudent  behaviour,  (even  in  the 
mod  tnfling  rnftances),  to  fecure  it  in 
your  favour.  It  was  my  misfortune  to 
be  educated  in  a  different  opinion:  1 
was  early  and  wifely  taught,  that  virtue 
was  the  one  thing  neceffary,  and  with 
out  it  no  happinefs  could  be  expected 
either  in  this,  or  in  any  future  ftate  of 
exiftence.  But  with  this  good  prin 
ciple,  a  miftaken  one  was  at  the  fame 
time  inculcated  -,  namely,  That  the  felf- 
approbation  arifing  from  confcious  vir 
tue  was  alone  fufficient,  and  the  cen- 
fures  of  an  ill-natured  world,  ever  rea 
dy  to  calumniate,  when  not  founded  on 

truth  3 
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truth,  were  beneath  the  concern  of  a 
perfon  whofe  actions  were  guided  by 
the  fuperior  motive  of  obedience  to  the 
will  of  Heaven.  This  notion,  ftrcngly 
imbibed  before  reafon  had  gained  fuffi- 
cient  ftrength  to  difcover  its  fallacy,  was 
the  caufe  of  an  inconfiderate  conduct 
in  my  fubfequent  life,  which  ftamped 
my  character  with  a  difadvantageous 
impreflion.  To  you  I  fpeak  with  the 
utmoft  flncerity,  nor  will  conceal  a 
fault  that  you  may  profit  by  the  know 
ledge  of;  and  therefore  freely  own,  that 
in  my  younger  years,  fatisfied  with  keep 
ing  itrictly  within  the  bounds  of  virtue, 
1  took  a  foolifh  pleafure  in  exceeding 
thofe  of  prudence,  and  was  ridiculouily 
vain  of  indulging  a  latitude  of  beha 
viour  that  others  of  my  age  were  afraid 
of  launching  into.  Burthen,  in  juftice 
to  myfelf,  I  mud  at  the  lame  time  de 
clare,  that  this  freedom  was  only  taken 
in  public  company,  and  fo  extremely 
cautious  was  I  of  giving  what  to  me 
appeared  any  j uft  ground  for  cenfure, 
that  I  call  Heaven  to  witncfs,  your  pappa 
was  the  firft  man  I  ever  made  any  pri 
vate  affignation  with,  or  met  in  a  room 
alone,  nor  with  him,  till  after  the  molt 
folemn  mutual  engagement,  that  of 
A  2  the 
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the  matrimonal  ceremony,  had  bound 
us  to  each  other.  My  behaviour  then 
was  fuch,  as,  he  has  frequently  fmce 
acknowledged,  fully  convinced  him 
that  I  was  not  only  innocent  of  any 
criminal  act,  but  (if  every  vitious 
thought,  and  that  the  outward  freedom 
of  my  deportment  proceeded  merely 
from  great  gaiety  of  temper,  and  a  very 
nigh  flow  of  fpints;  never  broke  (if 
the  cxpreffion  may  be  allowed)  imo  the 
forma.!  rules  of  decorum.  7]o  fum  up 
the  whole  ma  few  words,  my '-private 
conduct  was  what  the  fevered  prude 
could  not  condemn;  my  public,  fuch  as 
the  moil  finifhed  coquet  alone  would 
have  ventured  upon  :  the  latter  only 
could  be  known  to  the  world  ;  and  con- 
fequently  from  thence  mull  their  opi 
nion  be  taken,  which,  you  will  eafily  lee, 
could  not  be  favourable  to  me,  but,  on 
the  contrary  give  a  general  prejudice, 
that  has  iince  been  made  an  argument  to 
gamcreJit  for  t  i  e  malicious  taliehoods 
laio  to  my  ch  irge.  For  this  reafon  (con- 
vinc  d  by  a  long  experience  that  the 
greater  part  of  mankind  -are  fo  apt  to 
receive,  and  fo  willing  to  retain  a  bad 
impreffi  m  of  others,  that  when  fuch 
prepoffelfionsare  once  eitablifhed,  there 

is 
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is  hardly  a  pofllbility  through  life  of 
removing  them)  I  have,  for  fome  years 
pad,  filently  acquiefced  in  the  diipen- 
fations  of  providence,  without  attemp-, 
ting  any  juflification  of  myfelf ;  and 
being  conicious  that  the  infamous  af- 
perilons  eaft  on  my  character  ivere  not 
founded  on  truth,  have  fat  down  con 
tent  with  the  certainty  of  an  open  and 
perfect  acquittal  of  all  vitious  difpofi- 
tions,  or  criminal  conducl  at  that  great 
day  when  all  things  mail  appear  as  they 
really  are,  and  both  our  aclions,  and 
the  mod  fecret  motives  of  them,  be 
made  manifeft  to  men  and  angels.  Had 
your  pappa  been  amongft  the  number 
of  thofe  who  were  deceived  by  appear 
ances,  Ifhould  have  thought  it  my  duty 
to  leave  no  method  unefTayec  tc  clear 
myielf  in  his  opinion-, — but  that  was 
not  the  cafe.  He  knows  that  many  of 
thole  appearances  urged  againft  me, 
were  given,  not  only  under  his  direc 
tion,  but  by  his  abfolute  command, 
(which,  contrary  to  reafon,  and  my 
own  intereft,!  was,  for  more  than  twelve 
years,  weak  enough  implicitly  to  obey) ; 
and  that  others,  even  fince  our  fepara- 
tion,  were  occafioned  by  fome  particu 
lar  inftances  of  his  behaviour,  which 
A  5  rendered 
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rendered  it  impoflible  for  me  to  aft  with 
fafety  in  any  other  manner.  To  him  I 
appeal  for  the  truth  of  this  afTertion, 
who  is  confcious  of  the  meaning,  that 
may  hereafter  be  explained  to  you, 
Perfectly  acquaimed  with  my  princi 
ples  and  natural  difpofkion,  his  heart, 
I  am  convinced,  never  here  condemned 
me.  Bein<2;  greatly  incenied  that  my 
father's  will  gave  to  me  an  independent 
fortune,  which  will  he  imagined  I  was 
acceffaiy  to,  or  at  leaft  could  have  pre 
vented;  he  was  thereby  laid  open  to 
the  arts  of  dtfigning  men,  who  having 
their  own  in  ten:  ft  f  ,lely  in  view,  wor 
ked  him  up  into  a  deflre  of  revenge, 
and  from  thence  (upon  probable  cir- 
cumftances)  into  a  public  aciufation  ; 
though  thac  was  fupported  only  by  the 
fingle  teftimony  of  a  peribn,  w!  ofe 
known  faiiehoo.i  had  made  him  a  thou- 
fand  times  declare,  that  he  would  not 
credit  her  oath  in  the  mod  trifling  inci 
dent;  yet  when  he  was  difappointed  of 
the  additional  evidence  he  might  have 
been  flattered  with  the  hope  ot  obtain 
ing,  •—  it  was  too  late  to  recede. 

This  1  fincerely  belive  to  be  the  truth  of 
the  cafe,  though  1  too  well  know  his  tena 
cious  temper  to  expert  a  p relent  juitifi- 

cationj 
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cation-,  but  whenever  he  arrives  on  the 
verge  ot  eternity,  if  reafon  holds  her 
place  to  that  awful  moment,  and  religi 
on  has  any  power  on  his  heart,  I  make 
no  doubt,  he  will  then  acquit  me  to  his 
children,  and  with  truth  confefs  ihat  no 
part  of  my  behaviour  to  him  ever  de- 
iervcd  the  treatment  I  have  met  with, 

-o'orry  am  I  to  be  under  the  ntffi- 

ty  of  pointing  out  faults  in  the  conduct 
of  another,  which  are  perhaps  long  fince 
repented  of,  and  ou^htthen  to  be  as 
much  forgot  as  they  are  mod  truly  for 
given.  Heaven  knows,  that  fo  far  from 
retaining  any  degree  of  refentment  in 
my  heart,  the  perfon  breathes  not  whom 
I  wifh  to  hurt,  or  to  whom  I  would  not 
this  moment  render  every  iervice  in  my 
power.  The  injuries  by  me  fuiiained,  had 
I  no  children,  fhould  contentedly  be  bu 
ried  infilencetill  the  great  day  of  retribu 
tion  ;  but  the  falfe  impteflions  wnich,  by 
fuch  filence,  might  be  fixed  on  your  mind 
and  thofe  of  your  brothers  arid  iiiters, 
whom  I  include  wkh  you,  it  is  incum 
bent  on  me,  in  juttice  to  you,  to  them, 
and  to  myfelf,  as  far  as  poflible,  to  ef 
face.  To  this  end  it  will  be  ,>e<ellary 
to  enter  into  a  circumftantial  hiit^ry  of 
near  fifteen  years,  full  of  incidents  of  a 

nature 
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nature  f->  uncommon  as  to  be  fcarcely 
credible,  which  I  am  convinced  will  ef- 
fedlually  clear  me,  in  your  opinions,  of 
the  imputations  t  now  lie  under,  and 
prove,  almoft  to  a  demonflration,  the 
true  caufe  of  thofe  proceedings  againfl 
me  that  were  couched  under  pretended 
motives,  as  injurious  to  my  reputation 
as  they  were  falfe  in  themfelves.  But 
this  muft  be  deferred  fome  time  longer  ; 
you  are  all  yet  too  young  to  enter  into 
things  of  this  kind,  or  to  judge  properly 
of  them,  When  a  few  years  (hall,  by 
ripening  your  understandings,  remove 
this  objection,  you  fhall  be  informed  of 
the  whole  truth  without  difguife  or  par 
tiality. Till  then  fufpend  your  belief 

of  all  that  may  have  reached  your  ears 
with  regard  to  me,  and  wait  the  know 
ledge  of  thofe  fads  my  future  letter  will 
reveal  for  your  information. 

THUS  much  I  thought  it  neceflary 
to  premife  concerning  myfelf,  though 
foreign  to  the  defign  of  this  epiftle, 
which  is  only  to  remind  you,  that  you 
have  ftill  an  affectionate  mother,  an 
xious  for  your  welfare,  to  give  you  fomc 
advice  with  regard  to  your  conduct  in 
life, — and  to  lay  down  a  few  precepts 
that,  if  attended  to,  will  in  the  beft 

manner 
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manner  in  my  power  fnpply  the  depri 
vation  of  a  conftant  tender  maternal 
caie,  1  he  addrefs  is  to  you  in  parti<  11- 
hr,  your  lifters  being  yet  too  young  to 
receive  it,  but  my  intention  for  the  c- 
qua'i  fcrvice  of  you  all. 

You  are  juft  entering,  my  dear  girl, 
into  a  world  full  of  deceit  and  talfe- 
hood,  where  few  perfons  or  things  ap 
pear  as  they  really  are:  vice  hides  her 
deformity  with  the  borrowed  garb  of 
virtue;  and  though  defc  rnible  by  the 
unbecoming  awkwarcncls  of  her  de 
portment  under  it,  pafTes  on  thoulands 
undetected-,  every  preicnt  pleafure  u- 
furps  the  name  of  happinefs,  and  as 
fuch  deceives  The  unwary  piuiuer-,  thus 
one  general  n,aik  dif^uiies  the  whole, 
anu  it  requires  a  long  experience,  and  a 
penetrating  judgement,  to  difcover  the 
truth. — Thrice  happy  thole  whole  do- 
cile  tempers  improve  the  inftrudions  of 
maturer  age,  and  thereby  attain  fomc 
degree  of  this  necefiary  knowledge, 
while  it  may  be  chiefly  uicful  in  direcl- 
ing  their  condud ! 

THE  rurn  your  mind  now  takes,  fixes 
the  happmtis  or  mifery  of  your  whole 
future  life-,  and  1  am  too  nearly  con 
cerned  for  your  welfare,  not  to  be  moft 

folicitoufly 
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folicitoufly  anxious,  that  you  may  ear 
ly  be  led  into  fo  juft  a  way  of  thinking 
as  will  be  productive  of  a  prudent,  ra 
tional  behaviour,  and  fecure  to  yourfelf 
a  lading  felicity.  You  was  old  enough, 
before  our  feparation,-  to  convince  me 
that  heaven  had  not  den:ed  you  a  good 
natural  underftanding,  , which,  properly 
cultivated,  will  fet  you  above  that  tri 
fling  difpofition  too  common  among  the 
female  world,  that  makes  youth  ridicu 
lous,  maturity  infignHkant,  and  old  age 
contemptible.  It  is  therefore  needlefs  to 
enlarge  on  that  head,  fince  good  ft-n'e 
is  there  the  beft  advifer,  and  without  it 
all  admonitions  or  directions  on  the  fub- 
ject  would  be  as  fruitlefs  45  to  lay  down 
rules  for  an  idiot  not  to  acl:  fooiifhly. 

There  is  no  room  to  cferabt  but  that 
fufficient  care  will  be  taken  to  give  you 
a  polite  education  •,  but  a  religious  one  is 
of  ftill  greater  coufequence  •,  neceflary  as 
the  former  is  toward  your  making  a  pro 
per  figure  in  the  world,  and  being  well 
accepted  in  it  •,  the  latter  is  yet  more  fov 
as  that  only  can  fecure  to  you  the  appro 
bation  of  the  greateil  and  bed  of  beings, 
on  whofe  favour  depends  your  everlafting 
happinels.  Let,  therefore,  your  duty 
to  God  be  ever  the  firft  and  principal 

objeft 
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object  of  your  care.     As  your  creator 
and  governor,  he  claims  adoration  and 
obedience  ;  as    your  father  and  friend, 
fubmiiTive  duty  and  affeclion.    Remem 
ber,  that  from  this  common  parent  of  the 
univerfe  you  received  your   life,  that  to 
his  general  providence  you  owe  the  con 
tinuance  of  it,  and   to  his   bounty,  all 
the  health,  eafe,   advantages,   or  enjoy 
ments  which  help  to  make  that   lite  a- 
greeable.     A  fenfeof  benefits   received 
naturally  infpires  a  grateful   dilpolltion, 
with  a  defire   of  making    fome  iuitable 
returns.     All  that  can  here  be  made  for 
innumerable  favours  every  moment  be- 
ftowed,  is  a  thankrul  acknowledgement, 
and  a   willing  obedience  -,  in  thefe   be 
nrver  wanting.     Make  it  an  invariable 
rule,  to  begin  and  end  the  day  with  a  fo- 
lemn  addreis  to  the  Diety  ;  1  mean    not 
by    this,  what    is  commonly  with   too 
much  propriety  called  faying  of  prayers, 
viz.  a  cullomary  repetition  of  a  few  good 
words  without  either  devotion  or  atten 
tion,  than  which  nothing  is  more    inex- 
cufable  and  affrontive-,  it  is,  the  homage 
of  the  heart  that  can  alone  be  accepted. 
Expreflions  ot  our  ablblute   dependence 
and  entire  refignation,  thankfgiving  for 
the  mercies  already   received,  petitions 

for 
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for  thofe  bleflings  it  is  fit  for  us  to  pray 
for,  and  interceflions  for  all  our  fc-llow- 
creatures,  compofe  the  principal  parts 
of  this  duty;  whkh  may  be  compriied 
in  very  few  words,  or  more  enlarged  up 
on  as  the  circutnftances  of  time  and  dif- 
pofition  may  render  mod  fui  table  •,  for 
it  is  not  the  length,  but  the  fincerity  and 
attention  of  our  prayers  that  will  make 
them  efficacious.  A  good  heart  joined  to 
a  tolerable  underflanding,  will  feldom 
be  at  a  lofs  for  proper  words  with  which 
to  clothe  thefe  fentiments  ;  and  all  per- 
fons  being  beft  acquainted  with  their 
own  particular  circumstances,  may  rea- 
fonably  be  fuppofed  beft  qualified  for 
adapting  their  petitions  and  acknow 
ledgements  to  them  :  but  for  thofe  who 
are  ota  different  opinion,  there  are  many 
excellent  forms  of  prayer  already  com- 
poied  :  among  thefe  none  that  I  know 
of,  are  equal  to  Doclor  Hoadly's,  (the 
prefent  Biihop  of  Winehefter)/  which  I 
recommend  to  your  perufal  and  ufe  -,  in 
the  preface  to  which  yon  will  find  better 
inllructions  on  this  head  than  I  arn  ca 
pable  of  giving,  and  to  thofe  I  refer  you. 
It  is  acknowledged,  that  our  petitions 
cannot  in  any  degree  alter  the  intentions 
of  a  Being  who  is  in  himieif  invariable, 
I  and 
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and  without  a  poffibility  of  change;  all 
that  can  be  expected  from  them  is,  that 
by  bettering  ounelves  they  will  render  us 
more  proper  objeds  of  his  favourable 
regard  :  and  this  muft  neceffarily  be  the 
refult  of  a  ferious,  regular,  and  conftant 
diftharge  of  this  branch  of  our  duty  ; 
for  it  is  fcarcely  pofiible  to  offer  up  our 
fincere  and  fervent  devotions  to  heaven, 
every  morningand  evening,  without  lea 
ving  on  our  minds  fuch  ufeful  impref- 
fions  as  will  naturally  difpofe  us  to  a  rea 
dy  and  cheartul  obedience,  and  infpire 
a  filial  fear  of  offending, — the  bed  fe- 

cuiity  virtue   can   have Therefore, 

as  you  value  your  own  happinefs,  let  not 
the  force  of  bad  examples  ever  lead  you 
into  an  habitual  difuie  of  fecret  prayer; 
or  an  unpardonable  negligence  fo  far  pre 
vail,  as  to  reft  fatisfied  with  a  formal, 
cuftomary,  inattentive  repetition  of  feme 
well  chofen  words  :  let  your  heart  and 
attention  always  go  with  your  lips  ;  and 
experience  will  foon  convince  you,  that 
this  permiilion  of  addrelling  the  fupreme 
Being  is  the  mod  valuable  prerogative 
of  hunran  naiure,  the  chief,  nay,  the 
only  tupport  under  all  the  diftrefles  and 
calamities  this  itate  of  fin  and  mifery  is 
liable  to ;  the  highift  rational  fatis- 
B  faction 
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faction  the  mind  is  capable  of,  on  this  fide 
the  grave,  and  the  beft  preparative  for 
everhfting  happinefs  beyond  it.  This 
is  a  duty  ever  in  your  own  power,  and 
therefore  you  only  will  be  culpable  by 
the  omifTion.  Public  worfhip  may  not 
always  be  fo  ;  but  whenever  it  is,  do 
not  willfully  neglect  the  iervice  of  the 
church,  at  lead  on  Sundays-,  and  let  your 
behaviour  there  be  adapted  to  the  fo- 
lemnity  of  the  place,  and  the  intention 
of  the  meeting.  Regard  neither  the  ac 
tions  nor  drefs  of  others  ;  let  not  your 
eyes  rove  in  fearch  of  acquaintance  ;  but 
in  the  time  of  divine  fervice  avoid,  as 
much  as  poffible,  all  complimental  civi 
lities,  of  which  there  arc  too  great  an  in- 
tercourie  in  mod  of  our  churches.  Re 
member  that  y0ur  only  bufmefs  there  is 
to  pay  a  folemn  adl  of  devotion  to  al 
mighty  God,  and  let  every  part  of  your 
conduct  be  fuitable  to  this  great  end. 
If  you  hear  a  good  fermon,  treafure  it  in 
your  memory,  that  you  may  reap  all 
the  benefit  it  was  capable  of  imparting; 
if  but  an  indifferent  one, — there  muft 
be  fome  good  things  in  it,  retain  thofe, 
and  let  the  remainder  be  buried  in  obli 
vion.  Ridicule  not  the  preacher,  who 
no  doubt  has  done  his  beft,  and  is  rather 

the 
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the  object  of  pity,  than  contempt,  for 
having  been  placed  in  a  fituation  of  life 
which  his  talents  were  not  equal  to.  and 
may  perhaps  be  a  good  man,  though  no 
great  orator.  I  would  alfo  recommend 
to  you  the  early  and  frequent  participa 
tion  of  the  communion,  (or,  what  is 
commonly  called  receiving  the  facra- 
ment),  as  the  indifpenfable  duty  of  eve 
ry  chriftian.  There  is  no  inftitution  of 
our  religion,  more  fimple,  plain,  and 
intelligible  than  this  is,  as  delivered  to 
us  by  our  Saviour  j  and  mod  of  the  ela 
borate  treatifes  wrtte,  fince  his  time,  on 
the  fubjecl:,  have  ferved  only  to  puzzle 
and  difturb  weak  minds,  by  throwing 
the  dark  veil  of  fuperflition  and  human 
invention  over  a  plain  pofitivecommand,, 
given  by  him  in  fo  explicit  a  manner  as 
to  beeafily  comprehended  by  the  mean- 
eft  capacity,  and  which  it  is  doubtlcfs 
in  the  power  of  all  his  fincere  followers 
to  pay  an  acceptable  obedience  to.  No 
thing  has  more  contributed  to  the  ne 
glect  of  this  duty  than  the  numerous  well- 
meaning  books  that  have  been  wrote  to 
injoin  a  month's,  or  a  week's  preparation, 
as  previoufly  neceflary  to  the  clue  per 
formance  of  it  ;  by  this  means,  filling  the 
minds  of  many  with  needlefs  terror,  put- 
B  2  ting 
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ting  it  even  out  of  the  power  of  fome  to 
receive  it  at  all,  and  inducing  great 
numbers  to  reft  fatisfied  with  doing  it 
only  once  or  twice  in  a  year,  on  fome 
high  feftival  •,  whereas  it  was  certainly 
the  conftant  cuftom  of  the  apoftles  and 
primitive  chriftians,  on  every  Sunday  •, 
and  ought  to  be  received  by  us  as  often 
as  it  is  adminiftered  in  the  church  we 
frequent,  (which  in  moft  places  is  but 
once  in  a  month).  Nor  do  1  think  it  ex- 
cufable,  at  any  time,  to  turn  our  backs 
upon  the  table  we  fee  prepared  for  that 
purpofe,  on  pretence  of  not  being  fit  to 
partake  worthily  of  it.  The  befr.,  the 
only  true  preparation  for  this,  and  every 
other  part  of  religious  duty,  is  a  good 
and  virtuous  life,  by  which  the  mind  is 
conftantly  kept  in  fuch  a  devotional 
frame,  as  to  require  but  a  little  recollec 
tion,  to  be  fuited  to  any  particular  act 
of  worfhip  or  obedknce  that  may  occa- 
fionally  happen  ;  and  without  that  there 
cannot  be  a  greater,  or  more  fatal  mil- 
take,  than  to  iuppoie,  that  a  few  days 
or  weeks  fpent  in  humiliation  and  prayer 
will  render  us  at  all  the  more  acceptable 
to  the  Deity,  or  the  better  fitted  for 
any  one  inilance  of  that  duty  which  mud 
be  univerlally  paid,  to  be  either  appro 
ved 
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ved  by  him,  or  advantageous  to  our- 
felves.  I  would  not  therefore  advife  you 
to  read  any  of  thofe  weekly  preparatives 
which  are  too  apt  to  lead  the  mind  into 
error,  by  teaching  it  to  reft  in  a  mere 
fnadow  of  piety,  wherein  there  is  no 
thing  rationally  fatisfaclory .  The  beft 
book  I  have  ever^met  with  on  the  fu  In 
ject  is  the  Bifhop  of  Winchefter's  plain 
account  of  the  nature  and  end  of  the  fa- 
crament  of  the  Lord's  fupper,  (to  which 
the  prayers  before  mentioned  are  annex 
ed).  This  is  well  worth  your  careful 
perufal  •,  the  defign  of  the  indention  is 
there  fully  explained,  agreeable  both  to 
fcriptureand  reafon,  ftript  of  all  that  veil 
of  myttery  which  has  been  induftrioufly 
thrown  over,  it  by  defigning  or  miftaken 
men,  and  laid  as  plainly  open  to  every 
capacity  as  it  was  at  firil  left  us  by  our 
great  Mailer.  Read  this  bo<>k  with  due 
attention,  you  will  there  find  every  necef- 
fary  inftrudlion  concerning  the  rite,  and 
every  reafonable  inducement  to  the  ton* 
ftant  and  confcientious  performance  of  it. 
THE  fincere  practice  of  thefe  religious 
duties  naturally  leads  to  the  proper  nil- 
charge  of  the  focial  ones,  which  may  be 
all  comprehended  in  that  one  great  ge 
neral  rule,  of  doing  unto  others  as  you 
B  3  v/ould 
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would  they  fhould  do  unto  you  •, — but 
of  thefe  more  particularly  hereafter.      I 
fhall  firft  give  you  my  advice  concerning 
employment,  it  being  of  great  moment 
to  fet  out  in  life   in  fuch   a   method  as 
may  be  ufeful  to  yourfelf  and  beneficial 
to  others.   Time  is  invaluable,  itslofs  ir 
retrievable  !  The  remembrance  of  having 
made  an  ill  ufe  of  it,  mud  be  one  of  the 
fharpeft  tortures  to  thofe  who  are  on, the 
brink  of  eternity  !   and  what  can  yield  a 
more  unpleafing  retrofpeft,  than  whole 
years  idled  away  in  an  irrational  infigni- 
ficant  manner!   examples  of  which   are 
continually  before  our  eyes.     Look  on 
every  day  as  a  blank  iheet  of  paper  put 
into  your  hands  to  be  filled  up  •,  remem 
ber  the  characters  will  remain  to  endleis 
ao;es,  and  can  never    be   expunged-,  be 
careful  therefore  not  to  write  any  thing 
but  what  you  rnay  read  with  pleafure  a 
thoufand  years  hence.     I  would  not  be 
underftood  in  a  lenle  fo   ftricl:  as   might 
debar  you  from  any  innocent  amufement 
fuitabie  to  your  age,  and  agreeable  to 
your  inclination.  Diverfions  properly  re 
gulated,  are  not  only  allowable,  they  are 
abfolutely  neceffiry   to  youth,  and  are 
never  criminal  but  when    taken   to  ex- 
cefs  -,    that  is,  when   they  ingrofs   the 

whole 
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whole  thought,  are  made  the  chief  bu- 
fmefs  of  life,  give   a   diftafte'to   every 
valuable  employment  •,  and  by  a  fort  of 
infatuation  leave  the  mind  in  a  (late  of 
reftleis   impatience  from  the  conclufion 
of  one  till  the   commencement  of  ano 
ther.  This  is  the  unfortunate  difpofition 
of  many  :  guard    moft  carefully  againft 
it  •,  for  nothing  can   be   attended  with 
more  pernicious  confequences.    A  little 
obfervation     will    convince   you,    that 
there  is  not,  amongft   the   human  fpe- 
cies,    a  fet   of  more   miferable   beings 
than  thofe  who  cannot  live  out    of   a 
conftant  fucceifion  of  diverfions :  thefe 
people  have  no  comprehenfion   of  the 
more  fatisfadorypleafures  to  be  found  in 
retirement.  Thought  is  infupportable  to 
them,  and  confequently  folitude  mud  be 
intolerable  •,  they  are  a  burthen  to  them- 
fclves,  and  a  peft  to  their  acquaintance 
by  vainly  feeking  for  happinefs  in  com 
pany  where  they  are  feldom  acceptable. 
I  fay  vainly,    for  true   happinefs  exifts 
only  in  the  mind,  nothing  foreign  can 
give  it.     The  utmoft  to  be  attained  by 
by  what  is  called  a  gay  life,  is  a   fhort 
forgetfulnefs  of  miiery  to  be   felt   with 
accumulated  anguifh  in   every  interval 
of  reflection,     This  reftlefs  temper  is 

frequently 
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frequently  the  product  of  a  too  eager 
purfuit  of  pleafure  in  the  early  part  of 
life,  to  the  neglect  of  thofe  valuable  im 
provements  which  would  lay  the  foun 
dation  of  a  more  folid  and  permament 
felicity.  Youth  is  the  fcaibn  for  di- 
verfions  •,  but  it  is  alib  the  feafon  for 
acquiring  knowledge,  for  fixing  ufefui 
habits,  and  laying  in  a  Hock  of  fuch 
\vell~chofen  materials,  as  may  grow  into 
a  ferene  happinefs,  that  will  -increafe 
with  every  added  year  of  life,  and  blooin 
in  the  fulleft  perfection  at  the  decline 
of  it.  The  great  art  of  education  con- 
fifts  in  afligning  to  each  its  proper 
place,  in  inch  a  manner  that  the  on* 
fhall  never  become  irkfome  by 'in 
trenching  on  the  other.  Our  reparation 
having  taken  from  me  the  pleafing  tafk 
of  endeavouring,  to  the  beft  of  my  a- 
bility,  to  fuit  them  occafionally,  as 
might  be  moft  conducive  both  to  your 
profit  and  pleafure,  it  only  remains  to 
give  you  general  rules,  which  accidents 
may  make  it  necefiary  fometimes  to  va 
ry. — That  mil  ft  be  left  to  your  own  dif- 
cretion  ;  and  I  am  convinced  you  have 
a  fufficient  mare  of  underftanding,  to 
be  very  capable  of  making  fuch  cafual 

regulations 
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regulations   advanttgeoufly  to  yourfelf 
if  the  inclination  is  not  wanting. 

It  is   an  excellent  method  to   appro 
priate  the  morning  wholly  to  improve 
ment  •,  the  afternoon  may  then  be   al 
lowed  to  divcrfions.  Under  the  laft  head 
1  place  company,  books  of  the  humour 
ous  kind,  and  entertaining  productions 
of  the   needle,  as   well  as   plays,  balls, 
cards,    &c.  which   more  commonly  go 
by  that  name.    From  dinner  till  {upper 
may    be   variously   by  thefe   employed, 
with  innocence  and  propriety  •,    but  let 
none  of  them  ever  be  fuffered  to  intrude 
on  the   former  part  of  the  day,  which 
fhould  be   always  devoted  to  more  ufe 
ful  employments,     One  .half- hour    ei 
ther     before,      or     immediately     after 
breakfaft,  1  would   have  you  conftantly 
give  to  the  attentive  perulal  of  f  >mt  ra 
tionally  pious   author,  or   iome   part  of 
the   New   Tedamcnt  •,  which    laft,   and 
indeed   the   whole  icnpturc-,  you  ought 
to    make    yourfelt  perfectly  acquainted 
with,  as  the  bafis  on  which  >our  religi 
on    is  founded.    This  practice  you  will 
reap  more   real  benefit  from,  than  can 
be  fuppofed  by'thofc  who  have    never 
made  the  experiment.     The  other  hours 
may  be  divided  amongft  thofe  neccflary 

and 
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and  polite  acqnifitions  which  are  fuit- 
able  to  your  fex,  age,  and  rank  in 
life.  Study  your  own  language  tho 
roughly,  that  you  may  fpeak  correctly, 
and  write  grammatically.  Do  not  con 
tent  yourfelf  with  the  common  ufe  of 
words,  which  cuftom  has  taught  you  from 
the  cradle,  but  learn  from  whence  they 
are  derived,  and  what  are  their  proper  fig- 
nifications.  French  you  ought  to  be  as 
well  acquainted  wirh  as  Englifh  •,  and  I- 
talian  might  without  much  difficulty  be 
added.  Acquire  a  good  knowledge  of 
hiftory  ;  that  ,;f  your  own  country  firft, 
then  of  the  other  European  nations. 
Read  them,  not  with  a  view  to  amuie, 
but  to  improve  your  mind  ;  and  to  that 
.end  make  reflections  on  what  you  have 
read,  which  may  be  ufeful  to  yourfelf, 
and  render  your  converfation  agreeable 
to  others.  Learn  fo  much  of  geography, 
as  to  form  a  juft  idea  of  thofe  places  you 
read  of -3  this  will  make  hiftory  more 
entertaining  to  you.  It  is  neceflary  for 
you  to  be  perfect  in  the  firft  four  rules 
of  arithmetic  ;  more  you  can  never  have 
occalion  for,  and  the  mind  mould  not 
be  burthened  with  needlefs  application. 
Mufic  and  drawing  are  accomplifh- 
ments  well  worth  the  trouble  of  attain 
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ing,  if  your  inclination  and  genius  lead 
to  either ;  if  not,  do  not  attempt 
them;  for  it  will  be  only  much  time 
and  great  labour  unprofkably  thrown  a- 
way  i  it  being  next  to  impoflible  to 
arrive  at  any  degree  of  perfection  in 
thofe  arts,  by  the  dint  of  perieverance 
only,  if  a  good  ear  and  a  native  ge 
nius  are  wanting.  The  ftudy  of  natu 
ral  philofophy  you  will  find  both  plea- 
fmg  and  inftructive  •,  pleafing  from  the 
continual  new  difcoveries  to  be  made 
of  the  innumerably  various  beauties 
of  nature,  (a  moft  agreeable  grati 
fication  of  that  defire  of  knowledge 
wifely  implanted  in  the  human  mind) ; 
and  instructive,  as  thofe  difcoveries 
lead  to  the  contemplation  of  the 
great  author  of  nature,  whole  wifdom 
and  goodnels  fo  confpicuoufly  fhine 
through  all  his  works,  that  it  is  impoi- 
fible  to  reflet  feriouily  on  them,  With 
out  admiration  and  gratitude. 

IHESE,  my  dear,  are  but  a  few  of 
thofe  mental  improvements  J  would  re 
commend  to  you.  Indeed  there  is  no 
branch  »f  knowledge  that  your  capacity 
is  equal  to,  and  you  have  an  opportu 
nity  of  acquiring,  which  1  think  night 
to  be  neglected.  It  has  been  objected 

againft 
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againft  all  female  learning,  beyond  that 
of  houfehold  oeconomy,  that  it  tends 
only  to  fill  the  minds  of  the  lex  with  a 
conceited  vanity,  which  fets  them  a- 
bove  their  proper  bufinefs,  occafions  an 
indifference  to,  if  not  a  total  neglect  of 
their  family  affairs,  and  ferves  only  to 
render  them  uielefs  wives,  and  imperti 
nent  companions.  It  muft  be  coniefT- 
ed,  that  fome  reading  ladi-s  have  given 
but  too  much  canfe  for  this  objection  ; 
and  c  uld  it  be  proved  to  hold  good 
throughout  the  frx,  it  would  certainly 
be  right  to  confine-  their  improvements 
within  the  narrow  limits  of  the  nurfery, 
the  kitchen,  and  the  confectionary : 
but  I  believe  it  will,  upon  examination, 
be  found,  that  fuch  ill  conlcquences 
proceed  chiefly  from  too  great  an  imbe- 
cillity  of  mind  LO  be  capable  of  much 
enlargement,  or  from  a  mere  affectation 
of  knowledge  void  of  all  reality.  Vani 
ty  is  never  the  refult  of  underftanding. 
A  fenfible  woman  will  foon  be  convin 
ced,  that  all  the  learning  her  utmoft  ap- 
plicarion  can  make  her  miftrefs  of,  will 
be,  from  the  difference  of  education, 
in  many  points  inferior  to  that  of  a 
fchoolboy.  This  reflection  will  keep 
her  always  humble,  and  be  an  effectual, 
i  check 
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check  to  that  loquacity  which  renders 
fome  women  iuch  insupportable  com 
panions. 

THE  management  of  all  domeftic  af 
fairs  is  certainly  the  proper  bufinels  of 
woman;  and  u«ifami--nably  ruftic  as 
fuch  an  afTertion  may  be  thought,  it  is 
certainly  not  beneath  the  dignity  of  any 
lady,  however  high  her  rank,  to  know 
how  :o  educate  her  children,  to  govern 
her  fervants,  to  orcJcL  an  tlegant  table 
with  ceconomy,  and  to  manage  her 
whole  family  with  prudence,  regular i.y, 
and  method  •,  if  in  thele  me  is  defec 
tive,  whatever  may  be  her  attainments 
in  any  other  kinds  of  knowledge,  me 
will  ad  out  of  character,  and,  by  not 
moving  in  her  proper  fphere,  become 
rather  the  object  of  ridicuie  than  ap 
probation.  But  I  believe  it  may  with 
truth  be  affirmed,  that  the  neglect  of 
thele  domeftic  concerns  has  much  more 
frequently  proceeded  from  an  exorbi 
tant  love  of  diverfions,  a  ridiculous 
fcmdnefs  for  diefs  and  gallantry,  or  a 
miftaken  pride  that  has  placed  them  in 
a  fervile  light,  fit  only  for  the  employ 
ment  of  dependents,  and  below  the  at- 
tent'on  of  a  fine  lady,  than  from  too 
great  an  attachment  to  mental  improve- 
C  merits. 


26      A  MOTHER'S  ADVICE 

ments.  Yet  from  whaifoever  caufe 
fuch  a  neglect  proceeds,  it  is  equally  un- 
juflmable..  If  any  thing  can  be  urged 
in  vindication  of  a  cuftom  unknown 
to  our  anceflors,  which  the  prevalence 
of  fafhion  has  made  ib  general  amongft 
the  modern  ladies,  I  mean,  that  of 
committing  to  the  care  and  difcre- 
tionary  power  of  different  fervants,  the 
fole  management  of  their  family  af 
fairs  •,  nothing  certainly  can  be  ai 
led  ged  in  defence  of  fuch  an  igno 
rance  in  things  of  this  nature  as  ren 
ders  a  lady  incapable  of  giving  pro 
per  directions  on  all  occafions^  an  igno 
rance  which,  in  ever  fo  exalted  a  flation, 
will  render  her  contemptible  even  to 
thofe  fervants  on  whofe  underftanding 
and  fidelity  '(he,  in  fart,  becomes  depen 
dent  for  the  regularity  of  her  houfe,  the 
propriety,  elegance,  and  frugality  of 
her  table  •,  which  laft  article  is  feldom 
regarded  by  fuch  fort  of  people,  who  too 
frequently  impofe  on  thofe  by  whom  they 
are  thus  implicitly  trufted.  Make  your- 
felf,  therefore,  fo  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  moft  proper  method  of  con- 
dueling  a  family,  and  the  neceflary  ex- 
penfe  which  every  article,  in  proportion 
..to  their  number,  will  occafion,  that  you 

may 
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may  come  to  a  reafonable  certainty  of  not 
being  materially  deceived,  without  the 
ridiculous  drudgery  of  following  your 
fervants  at  the  heels,  and  contemptibly 
peeping  into  every  obfcure  corner  of  your- 
houie.  Nor  is  this  at  all  difficult  to  at 
tain,  it  requiring  nothing  more  than^an 
attentive  obfervatton.  It  is  of  late,  in  moil 
great  families,  become  too  much  the  cu- 
ftom  to  be  long  upon  the  books  of  every 
tradefman  they  employ.  To  afiign  a 
reafon  for  this  is  foreign  to  my  purpolev 
but  am  certain  it  would,  in  general, be 
better  both  for  themfelves  and  the  people 
they  deal  with,  never  to  be  on  them  at 
all.  And  what  difficulty  or  inconveni 
ence  can  arife,  in  a  well-regulated  fami 
ly,  from  com  million  ing  the  fteward  or 
houfe-keeper  to  pay  for  every  thing  at 
the  time  of  its  being  brought  in  ?  This 
obfolete  practice  (though  in  itfelf  very 
laudable)  is  not  at  preient,  and  per 
haps  never  may  again,  be  authorifed 
by  fafhion  •,  however,  let  it  be  a  rule 
with  you  to  contract  as  few  debrs  as 
poflible.  Moll  things  are  to  be  purcha- 
fed  both  better  in  their  kind  and  at  a 
lower  price,  by  paying  for  them  at  the 
time  of  purchafmg.  Bur,  if  to  avoid  the 
fuppofed  trouble  of  frequent  trifling 
C  2  diiburfements, 
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difhurfements,  you  chufe  to  have  the 
lefier  articles  thrown  together  in  a  bill, 
let  a  note  of  the  quantity  and  price  be 
brought  with  every  fuch  parcel ;  file 
thefe  nores,  compare  them  with  the  bill 
when  delivered  in,  and  let  fuch  bills  be 
regularly  paid  every  quarter;  for  it  is 
not  reafonable  to  expect  that  a  tradef- 
man  fliould  give  longer  credit,  without 
snaking  up  the  intcreit  of  his  money  by 
an  advanced  price  on  what  he  felis  -9 
and,  be  allured,  if  you  find  it  inconveni 
ent  to  pay- at  the  end  of  three  months, 
that  inconvenience  mult  arifc  from  li 
ving  at  too  great  an  expenle,  and  will 
confequer.tly  increale  in  fix  months, 
and  grow  tlill  greater  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  By  mailing  fhort  payments  you 
will  become  the  Iboner  ieniible  of  fuch  a 
rniitake,  and  find  it  at  firft  more  eaiy  to 
retrench  any  fupernumeraries,  than  after 
having  been  lona  habituated  to  them. 

£r*  t"1 

If  your  houfe  is  fuperin tended  by,  and 
your  fervants  accountable  to  an  houfe- 
keeper,  kt  her  be  accountable  to  your- 
ielr,  and  entirely  governed  by  your  di 
rections  •,  carefully  examine  her  bills, 
and  iufFer  no  extravagancies  or  unnecef- 
iary  articles  to  pals  unnoticed  •,  let  thefe 
bills  be  brought  to  you  every  irorning, 

what 
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what  they  contain  will  then  be  eafily  re 
collected  without  burthening  your  me 
mory  ;  your  accounts  being  fhort  will 
beadjufted  with  lefs  trouble  and  more 
exadnefs.  Should  you  at  any  time  have 
an  upper  fervant  whofe  family  and  edu 
cation  were  fu'perior  to  that  itate  of  fub- 
jection,  which  fuccecding  misfortunes 
may  have  reduced  her  to,  fuch  ought 
to  be  treated  with  peculiar  indulgence  ; 
if  (he  has  undemanding  enough  to  be 
convertible,  and  humility  enough  al 
ways  to  keep  her  proper  diftance,  lefien, 
as  much  as  poffibk,  every  painful  re 
membrance  of  former  proipedls,  by 
looking  oh  her  as  an  humble  Incnd, 
and  making  her  an  occafional  compa 
nion.  But  never  defccnd  to  convcrfe 
with  thofe  whofe  birth,  education,  and 
early  views  in  life,  were  not  fuperior  to 
a  ftate  of  iervitude  ;  their  minds  are 
fuited  to  their  itation  •,  intoxicated  by 
any  degree  of  familiarity,  they  become 

uldeis  and  impertinent. i  he  habit 

very  many  ladies  have  contracted  of 
talking  to,  and  confulting  with  their 
women,  has  fo  f polled  that  fet  of  irr- 
vants,  that  few  of  them  are  to  be  met 
with,  who  do  not  c  mmence  their  ler- 
C  3  vice 
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vice,  by  giving  their  unafked  opinion 
of  your  perfon,  drefs,  or  management, 
artfully  conveyed  in  the  too  generally 
accepted  vehicle  of  flattery  ;  and,  if  al 
lowed  in  this,  will  next  proceed  to  of 
fer  their  ridiculous  advice  on  any  occa- 
fion  that  may  happen  to  difcompofe  or 
ruffle  your  temper.  Check  the  firft  ap 
pearance  of  fuch  impertinence,  by  a  re 
primand  fufficiently  ftvere  to  prevent  a 
repetition  of  it.  Give  your  orders  in  a 
plain  diftinct  manner,  with  good- na 
ture,  joined  to  a  fteadinefs  that  will 
ihew  they  muft  fee  punctually  obeyed. 
Treat  all  your  dojieftics  with  fuch  mild* 
nefs  and  affability,  that  you  may  be  fer- 
ved  rather  out  of  affection  than  fear-, 
let  them  live  happily  under  you  •,  give 
them  leifure  for  their  own  bufinefs, 
time  for  innocent  recreation,  and  more 
efpecially  for  attending  the  public  fer- 
vice  of  the  church;  to  be  intruded  in 
their  duty  to  God  ;  without  which  you 
have  no  right  toexpecl  the  difchirge  of 
that  owing  to  yourfelf;  when  wrong, 
tell  them  calmly  of  their  faults  •,  if  they 
amend  not  after  two  or  three  fuch  re 
bukes,  difmifs  them;  but  ncv^r  de- 
jc$nd  to  pailion  and  fcolding,  widch  is 
Inconfifttnt  with  a  good  underilanding, 

and 
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and  beneath  the  dignity  of  a  gentlewo 
man.  Be  very  exact  in  your  hours, 
without  which-  there  can  be  no  order  in? 
your  family,  I  mean  thofe  of  rifingr 
eating,  6  c.  Require  from  your  fervants 
punctuality  m  thtfe  •,  and  never  be 
yourfelf  the  cauie  of  breaking  through 
the  rules  you  have  laid  down,  by  defer* 
ring  breakfaft,  putting  back  the  dinner, 
or  letting  it  grow  cold  on  the  table,  to 
wait  your  dreiling;  a  cuftom  by  which 
many  ladies  introduce  contulion,  and 
bring  their  orders  into  neglect.  Be  al 
ways  drefled,  at  leaft,  half  an  hour  be 
fore  dinner.  Having  mentioned 

this  important  article,  1  mult  be  allow 
ed  a  little  digreilion  on  the  fubject. 
Whatever  time  is  taken  up  in  dreis, 
beyond  what  is  neceffary  to  decency 
and  cieanlinefs,  may  be  looked  upon 
(to  fay  no  worfe)  as  a  vacuum  in  life, 
entirely  loft.  By  decency,  I  mean  fuch 
an  habit  as  is  fuitable  to  your  rank  and 
fortune.  An  ill  placed  finery,  inconfiftent 
with  either,  is  not  ornamental,  but  ri 
diculous.  A  compliance  with  fafhion, 
fo  far  as  to  avoid  the  affectation  of  fm- 
gularity,  is  neceflary  -9  but  to  run  into 
the  extreme  uf  faftnons,  more  cipecially 
thofe  which  are  inconvenient,  is  the 

certain 
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certain  proof  of  a  weak  mind.  Have  a 
better  opinion  of  yourfelf,  than  to  fup- 
pofe  you  can  receive  any  additional  me 
rit  from  the  adventitious  ornaments  of 
drefs.  Leave  the  ftudy  of  the  toilet  to 
thofe  adapted  to  it  *,  I  mean  to  that  in- 
figniricant  fet  of  females,  whofe  whole 
life,  from  the  cradle  to  the  coffin,  is 
but  a  varied  fcene  of  trifling,  and  whofe 
intellectuals  fit  them  not  for  any  thing 
beyond  it.  Such  may  be  allowed  to 
pals  whole  mornings  at  their  looking- 
glafs,  in  the  important  bufmefs  of  fuit- 
ing  a  fet  of  ribands,  adjufting  a  few 
curls,  or  determining  the  pofition  of  a 
patch  •,  one,  perhaps,  of  their  moil  in 
nocent  ways  of  idling. — But  let  as  fmall 
a  portion  of  your  time  as  poiTible  be 
taken  up  in  drelfing.  Be  always  per 
fectly  clean  and  neat,  both  in  your 
perion  and  cloaths,  equally  fo  when  a- 
lone,  as  in  company.  Look  upon  all 
beyond  this,  as  immaterial  in  itfeif,  a- 
ny  farther  than  as  the  different  ranks 
of  mankind  have  made  fome  diftin&ion 
in  habit  generally  efleemed  necefTary  ; 
and  remember,  that  it  is  never  the 
drefs,  however  fumptuous,  which  re- 
Heels  dignity  and  honour  on  the  perion; 

it 
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it  is  the  rank  and  merit  of  the  perfon 
that  gives  confeqnence  to  the  drefs. 

Bur  to  return  :  it  is  your  own  ftea- 
dinefs  and  example  of  regularity  that  a- 
lone  can  preferve  uninterrupted  order 
in  your  family.  If  by  forgetful nefs  or 
inattention  you  at  any  time  fuffer  your 
commands  to  be  difobcyed  with  impu 
nity,  your  iervants  will  grow  upon  fuch 
negleft  into  an  habit  of  careleiTnefs,  till 
repeated  faults,  of  which  this  is  pro 
perly  the  iource,  roufe  you  into  anger, 
which  an  even  hand  would  never  have 
made  neceffary.  Be  not  whimfical  or 
capricious  in  your  likings ;  approve  with 
judgement,  and  condemn  with  reafon  ; 
that  acting  right  may  be  as  certainly  the 
means  of  obtaining  your  favour,  as  the 
contrary  of  incurring  your  difpleafure. 

FROM  what  has  been  faid  you  vill 
fee,  that,  in  order  to  the  proper  difcharge 
of  y  ,ur  domeftic  duties,  it  is  abfolutely 
neceilary  for  you  to  have  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  every  branch  of  houie- 
hold  ceconomy,  without  which  you  can 
neither  correct  what  is  wrong,  approve 
what  is  right,  or  give  directions  with 
propriety.  It  is  the  want  of  this  know 
ledge  that  reduces  many  a  fine  lady's  fa 
mily  to  a  flate  of  the  utmoil  confufion 

and 
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and  diforder  on  the  fudden  removal  of 
a  managing  frrvant,  till  the  place  is  fup- 
lied  by  a  fucccfibr  of  equal  ability. 
How  much  out  of  character,  how  ridi 
culous  muft  a  miftrefs  of  a  family  ap 
pear,  who  is  entirely  incapable  of  giv 
ing  practical  orders  on  fuch  an  occafi- 
on  !  Let  that  never  be  yjur  cafe.  Re 
member,  my  dear,  this  is  the  only 
proper  temponl  bnfinef.  affignedyou  by 
providence  :  and  in  a  thing  io  indifpen- 
fably  needful,  fo  eaflly  attained,  and 
where  fo  little  (lu-Jy  or  application  is  ne- 
ceffary  to  arrive  at  the  mod  commend 
able  degree  ot  it,  the  want  even  of  per- 
fedion  is  almoft  inexcufable.  Make  your- 
felf  miftrefs  of  the  theory,  that  you  may 
be  able,  the  more  readily,  to  reduce  it 
into  practice  ;  and  when  you  have  a  fa 
mily  to  command,  let  the  care  of  that 
always  employ  your  principal  attention, 
and  every  part  of  it  be  fubjected  to 
your  own  infpection.  If  you  rile  early, 
(a  cuftom  I  hope  you  have  not  left  off 
fince  you  was  with  me),  wafte  no  unne- 
ceflary  time  in  dreffing,  and  conduct 
your  houfe  in  a  regular  method-  You 
will  find  many  vacant  hours  unfilled  up 
by  this  material  buiinefs ;  and  n  j  objec 
tion  can  lie  againfl  employing  thofe  in 
fuch  improvements  of  the  mind  as  are 

mod 
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moft  fuitable  to  your  genius  and  incli 
nation.  I  believe  no  man  of  "under- 
{landing  will  think,  that  under  fuch  re 
gulations  a  woman  will  either  make  a 
lefs  agreeable  companion,  a  leis  ufeful 
wife,  a  lefs  careful  mother,  or  a  worfe 
miftrefs  of  a  family,  for  all  the  addi 
tional  knowledge  her  induftry  and  ap 
plication  can  acquire. 

THE  morning  being  always  thus  ad- 
vantageoufly  engaged,  the  latter  part  of 
the  day  may,  as  I  before  faid,  be  given 
to  relaxation  and  amufement.  Some  of 
them  may  be  very  agreeably,  and  not 
tinufcfully  employed  by  entertaining 
books ;  a  few  of  which,  together  with 
fome  of  a  religious  and  inftruclive 
kind,  are  annexed,  as  a  fpecimen  of  the 
ibrt  I  would  recommend  to  your  per- 
ufal  *.  Novels  and  romances  never  give 

yourfelf 

*  Tillotfon's^  Rapin's  hift.  of  Eng. 

Hoadly's    J  Hook's    or    Echard's 

Sherlock's  V  fermons;         Roman  hiftory, 
Clarke's     \  Salmon's  univerf.  hift. 

Seed's  Potter's  antiquities, 

Locke,  Woollafton,  Rennet's  antiquities, 

Maion  onfelf-knowledge,   The  Speftators, 
Seneca's  morals,  The  Guardians, 

Cicero's  works,  Thomfons  feafons, 

Collier's  Antoninus,  Pope's   tranflation   of 

.Epicletus,  Homer's    Iliad    and 

'Fope's  eflay  on  man,  OdyiTey,  &c. 

By 
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yourfelf  the  trouble  of  reading.  Though 
many  of  them  contain  fome  few  go:>d 
morals,  they  are  not  worth  picking  out 
of  the  rubbifh  intermixed;  it  is  like 
fearching  for  a  few  fmall  diamonds  a- 
mongrt  mountains  of  dirt  and  trafh, 
which  when  found,  are  too  inconfider- 
abie  to  anfwer  the  pains  of  coming  at 
them.  Ridiculous  as  thefe  fictitious  tales 
generally  are,  they  are  fo  artfully  ma 
naged  as  to  excite  an  idle  curiofity  to 
fee  the  cpnciufion  ;  by  which  means  the 
reader  is  drawn  on,  through  a  tirefome 
length  of  foolilh  adventures,  to  the 
common  cataftrophe  of  a  wedding,  or 
fometirnes  a  funeral ;  from  which  ufe- 
lefc  knowledge  neither  pleafure  nor  pro 
fit  accrues.  The  beft  1  have  met  with 
of  thefe  kind  of  writings,  to  fay  no 
worfe,  it  is  little  better  than  the  lofs  of 
time  to  perufe  :  but  fome  of  them  have 
more  pernicious  confequences ,  for  by 

By  thefe  you  may  form  a  judgement  of  that 
ibrt  of  reading  that  will  be  both  ufeful  and  en 
tertaining  to  you.  In  the  fermons,  the  pra&ical 
ones  of  each  author  are  meant.  Our  rule  of  faith 
ihould  be  taken  from  the  fcripture  alone,  which 
\ve  muft  uncierftand  for  ourfelves  ;  therefore  the 
controverted  opinions  of  others  ferve  in  general 
rather  to  puzzle  than  improve  the  mind. 

i  drawing 
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drawing  chara&ers  that  never  exift  in 
life,  by  representing  perfons  and  ihings 
in  a  falfe  and  extravagant  light,  and  by 
a  leries  of  improbable  cauies  bringing 
t>n  impoflible  events,  they  are  apt  to 
give  a  romantic  turn  to  the  mind,  that 
is  often  produvftive  of  great  errors  in 
judgement,  and  fatal  miftakes  in  con- 
duel.  Of  this  I  have  feen  frequent  in- 
fiances,  and  therefore  advife  you  never 
to  meddle  with  this  tribe  of  Icribblen 
Works  of  the  needle,  that  ernp 
the  fancy,  may,  if  they  fuit  your 
nation,  be  iometimes  a  prt-ity  amuse 
ment;  but  let  this  employment  nev< 
extend  to  large  pieces,  beyond  win 
can  be  accomplifhtti  by  youiitlr  without 
ailiftance.  There  is  not  a  greater  ex 
travagance  under  the  fpecious  na;re  of 
good  houfewifery,  th  n  the  iurnifhing 
of  houfes  in  this  manner.  Vv  hole  a- 
partmenrs  have  be-,  n  feen  thus  orna 
mented  by  the  fuppofed  work  of  a  lady, 
who,  perhaps,  never  fhaded  two  l-avts 
in  the  artificial  foreft,  but  has  paid  f  ur 
times  its  value  to  the  feveral  people  em 
ployed  in  bringinor  ^it  t:>  perfection. 
1  he  expence  of  thefe  tedic, us  pieces  of 
work  1  fpeak  of  experimentally  ;  having 
imany  years  pail  undertaken  one  of  them, 
D  which 
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which  when  finifhed  was  not  worth  fif 
teen  pounds,  and,  by  a  computation 
fince  made,  did  not  coft  Ids  than  fifty, 
in  the  hire  and  maintenance  of  the  peo* 
•ple  employed  in  it.  This  indeed  was 
at  the  age  of  feventeen  ;  the  thoughtlefs 
'inexperience  of  youth  could  alonecxcufe 
fbch  a  piece  of  folly.  Embroideries  in 
gold,  filver,  or  (hades  of  filk,  come 
within  a  narrower  compafs.  Works 
of  that  kind  which  may,  without  calling 
in  expenfive  afliftance,  or  tiring  the 
•fancy,  be  finifhed  in  a  fummer,  will  be  a 
well-chofen  change  of  amufement,  and 
may  (as  there  are  three  of  you)  be  made 
:much  more  agreeable  by  one  alternate 
ly  reading  aloud,  while  the  other  two 
are  thus  employed.  All  kinds  of  what 
is  called  plain -work  (though  no  very 
polite  accomplifhment)  you  muft  be  fo 
well  verfed  in,  as  to  be  able  to  cut  out, 
make,  or  mend  your  own  linen.  Some 
fathers,  and  fome  hufbands,  chufe  to 
have  their  daughters,  and  their  wives, 
thus  attired  in  the  labour  of  their  own 
hands  ;  and  from  a  miftaken  nation  be 
lieve  this  to  be  the  great  criterion  of  fru 
gal  ceconomy,  Where  that  happens  to 
be  the  inclination  or  opinion  of  either,  it 
ought  always  to  be  readily  complied 

wkh  : 
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with  :  but  exclufive  of  fuch  a  motive,  I 
lee  no  other  that  makes  the  pradical 
part  at  all  neceffary  to  any  lady  •,  except- 
ing,  indeed,  fuch  a  narrownefs  of  for 
tune  as  admits  not  conveniently  the 
keeping  of  an  Abigail,  to  whom  fuclv 
exercifcs  of  the  needle  much  more  pro 
perly  appertain. 

The  theatre,  which,  by  the  indefati 
gable  labour  of  the  inimitable  Mr.  Gar- 
rick,  is  now  brought  to  very  great  per 
fection,  will  afford  you,  when  in  town, 
an  equally  rational  and  improving  enter 
tainment.  At  his  houfe  your  judgement 
is  not  called  in  queftion,  or  your  under- 
{landing  affronted,  by  the  impertinent 
reprefentation  of  ridiculous  pantomimes-, 
nor  your  modejly  offended  by  the  inde 
cent  ribaldry  of  thofe  authors,  who,  to 
their  defect  in  wit,  have  added  the  want 
of  good  ienfe  and  good  manners.  Faults 
or  this  kind  that  (from  a  blameable  com 
pliance  with  a  corrupted  taftc)  have 
fometimes  crept  into  the  works  of  bet 
ter  writers,  are,  by  his  prudent  diredi- 
on,  generally  rectified,  or  omitted  on 
theftage;  you  may  there  fee  the  beft 
plays  performed  in  the  belt  manner. 
Do  not,  however,  go  to  any  that  you 
have  not  before  heard  the  character  of-, 
D  2  be 
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be  prefent  only  at  thofe  which  arc  ap 
proved  by  pcrions  of  nnderftanding  and 
virtue,  as  calculated  to  anfwer  the  pro 
per  ends  of  the  theatre,  viz  that  of  con 
veying  inftruction  in  the  mod  pleafmg 
method  — Attend  to  the  fentiment,  ap 
ply  the  moral,  and  then  you  cannot,  I 
think,  pafs  an  evening  in  a  more  ufcful, 
or  a  more  entertaining  diverfion. 

DANCING  may  alfo  take  its  turn  as  an 
healthful  exercife,  and  generally  fuitable 
to  the  tafte  and  gaiety  of  young  minds. 

PART  of  thefe  hours  appropriated  to 
relaxation,  muft  of  neeeffity  be  lefs  a- 
greeabiy  taken  up  in  the  paying  and  re* 
ceiving  of  vifits  of  mere  ceremony  and 
civility,  a  tribute  by  cuftom  authorifed, 
by  good  manners  injoined  In  thefe, 
when  the  converfation  is  only  infigniri- 
cant,  join  it  with  an  apparent  fatis- 
faction  i  talk  of  the  elegance  of  a  birth - 
day- fui  t,  the  pattern  of  a  lace,  theju^ 
dicious  affortment  of  jewels,  the  cut  of 
a  ruffle;  or  the  fet  of  a  fleeve,  with  an 
unaffected  eaie  •,  not  according  to  the 
rank  they  hold  in  your  eitimation,  bur 
proportioned  to  the  coniequence  they 
may  be  of  in  the  opinion  of  thole  you 
are  converfing  with.  L  he  great  art  of 
pleafing  is  to  appear  pleaied  with  others. 

Suffer 
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Suffer  not  an  ill -bred  abfenceof  thought 
or  a  contemptuous  fneer,  ever  to  betray 
a  confcious  fuperiority  of  underhand- 
ing,  always  productive  of  ill  nature  anet 
diflike.  Suit  yourielf  to  the  capacity  and 
tafte  of  your  company,  when  that  tafte 
is  confined  to  harmlefs  trifles:  but 
where  it  i$  fo  far  depraved,  as  to  delight 
in  cruel  farcafms  on  the  abfent,  to  be 
pleafed  with  difcovering  the  blemifhes 
in  a  good  character,  or  repeating  the 
greater  faults  of  a  bad  one,  here  religi 
on  and  humanity  forbid  the  leaft  degree 
of  aiTtnt.  If  you  have  not  any  know 
ledge  of.  the  peribns  thus  unhappily  fa- 
crificed  to  envy  or  malice,  and  confe- 
qucntly  are  ignorant  as  to  the  truth  or 
falihood  of  iuch  afperfions,  always  fuf- 
pect  them  to  be  ill -grounded,  or,  at 
leaft,  greaily  exaggerated:  mew  your 
diiapprobation  by  a  filent  gravity,  and 
by  taking  the  fir  it  opportunity  to  change 
the  lubjerK  But  where  any  acquaint-, 
ance  with  the  character  in  queftion  gives 
room  tor  defending  it,  let  not  an  ill- 
timed  complaiiance  prevail  overjuftice ; 
vindicate  injured  innocence  with  all  the 
freedom  and  warmth  of  an  unreftrained 
benevolence  ;  and  where  the  faults  of. 
the  guilty  will  admit  of  palliation,  urpe 
D  3  all 
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all  that  truth  can  allow,  in  mitigation 
of  error.  From  this  method,  befides 
the  pleafure  arifing  from  the  confciouf- 
nefs  of  a  ftrid  conformity  to  the  great 
rule  of  doing  as  you  would  be  done  by, 
you  will  alfo  reap  to  yourfelf  the  benefit 
of  being  lefs  frequently  peftered  with 
themes  ever  painful  to  a  humane  difpo^- 
fition.  If  unfortunately  you  have  forne 
acquaintance  whofe  malevolenceof  heart, 
no  fentiment  of  virtue,  no  check  of 
good  manners,  can  reftrain  from  thefe 
malicious  tallies  of  ill-nature  to  them  let 
your  vilits  be  made  as  feldom,  and  as 
fhort  as  decency  will  permit,  there  being 
neither  bent-fit  nor  fatisfaclion  to  be 
found  in  fuch  company;  amongft  whom 
only  cards  may  be  introduced  with  a- 
ny  advantage.  On  this  account  it  w«ll 
be  proper  for  you  to  know  how  to  play 
at  thole  games  mod  in  ufe,  becaufe  it 
is  an  argument  of  great  folly  to  engage 
in  any  thing  without  doing  it  well :  but 
this  is  a  diverfion  that  1  hope  yon  will 
have  no  fondnefs  for,  as  it  is  in  itfelf,  to 
fay  no  worie,  a  very  insignificant  one. 

Wi  i  H  perfons  tor  whom  you  can  have 
no  ctt  em,  good- breeding  may  oblige 
you  to  keep  up  an  incercourle  of  cere 
monious  vifus ;  but  politencfs  injoins 

not 
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not  the   length  or  frequency  of  them  •, 
here  inclination  may  be  followed  with-  - 
out  a  breach  cf  civility  ;  there  is  no  tax 
upon  intimacy,  hut  from  choice;  and  that  - 
choice  (houid  ever  be  founded  on  merit, 
the  certainty  whereof  you  cannot  be  too 
careful  in  previoufly  examining.    Great 
caution  is   neceflfary  not  to  be  deceived 
by  fpecious    appearances.     A  plaufible 
behaviour,    often,     upon-  a    fupcrhcial 
knowledge,    creates    a  prep^fleilion    in 
favour  of  perfons,  who,  upon  a  nearer 
view,  may  be  found  to  have  no  claim  to 
efleem.       The    forming    a    precipitant 
judgement  fometimes  leads  into  an   un 
wary  intimacy,  which  it  may  prove  ab- 
folutely  neceffary  to  break  off-,  and  yet 
that  breach  be   attended  with  innumer 
able  inconveniencif  s,  nay,  perhaps,  witfy 
very  material  and  la; ting   ill  conlequen- 
ces.     Prudence,  therefore,  here  injoins 
the  greateit  circii'iiipeclion.     Few  peo 
ple  are  capable   of  fnendfhip,  and   (till 
fewer    have-    all    the    quaiiiications  one 
would  chute  in  a  friend.     The  funda 
mental  point  is   a  virtuous   difpofition  ; 
but  to  that  mould  be  added,  a  good  un- 
derftanding,  folid  judgement,  fweetnefs 
of  temper,  fLadintis  of  mind,  freedom 
of  behaviour  and  fmcerity  of  heart.  Sel 
dom 
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dom  as  thefe  are  to  be  found  united,  ne 
ver  make  a  boforn- friend  of  a  peifon 
greatly  deficient  in  either.  Be  flow  in 
contracting  friendlhip,  and  invariably 
conftant  in  maintaining  it.  Expedl  not 
many  friends,  but  think  yourlelf  happy, 
if,  through  life,  you  meet  with  one  or 
two  who  deierve  that  name,  and  have 
all  the  requifites  for  the  valuable  rela 
tion.  This  may  juftly  be  deemed  the 
higheft  blefling  of  mortality.  Uninter 
rupted  health  has  the  general  voice  •,  but 
in  my  opinion,  fuch  a  friend  as  much 
defer  ves  the  preference,  as  the  mental 
pleafures  both  in  nature  and  degree,  ex 
ceed  the  corporeal.  The  weakneffes, 
the  pains  of  the  body  may  be  inexpref- 
fibiy  alleviated  by  the  convcrfation  of  a 
perfon,  by  affection  endeared,  by  rea- 
Ibn  approved  ;  whole  tender  fympathy 
partakes  your  afflictions,  and  mares  your 
enjoyments  ;  who  is  fteady  in  the  cor- 
redtion,  but  mild  in  the  reproof  of  your 
faults  i  like  a  guardian  angel  ever 
watchful  to  warn  you  of  unforefeen 
danger,  and  by  timely  admonitions  pre 
vent  the  iviilakes  incident  to  human 
frailty,  and  felt-partiality.  This  is  the 
true  office  of  tnendfhip;  With  fuch  a 
friend,  no  ftaie  of  life  can  be  aololute-ly 

unhappy ; 
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unhappy  •,  but  deftitute  of  fome  fuch 
connection,  heaven  has  fo  formed   our 
natures  for  this   intimate  fociety,  thar, 
amidft  the  affluence  of  fortune,  and  the 
flow  of  uninterrupted  health,  there  will 
be  an  aking  void  in  the  iolitary  bread, 
that  can  never  know  a  plenitude  of  hap- 
pinefs.     Should  the  in  p  re  me  nifpofer  of 
all  events    beftow  on   you   this   fuperla- 
tive  gift,  to  Rich  a  friend  let  your  heart 
be  ever  umelervedly  open  ;  conceal  no 
fecret  thought,  difguiic  no  latent  weak- 
nets,  but  bare  your  bofom  to  the  faith* 
ful    probe    of    honeft   friendfhip,     and 
ihrink  not,  if  it  fmart  beneath  the  touch  -, 
nor  with  tenacious  prid£  diflike  the  per- 
fon  that  freely  dares  condemn  fome  fa 
vourite  foible  •,   but,  ever  open  to  con- 
vivfHon,  hear  with  attention,  and  receive 
with  gratitude,    the   kind    reproof  that 
Rows  from  tenderntfs  -,   when  lenfible  of 
of  a  fault,   be   ingenuous  in   the  confef- 
(lonj  iincere  and  ileady  in   the  correcti 
on  of  it. 

hJUppY  is  her  lot,  who  in  an  huf- 
band  finds  this  invaluable  friend  !  Yet 
fo  great  is  the  hazard,  fodilproportioned 
the  chances,  that  I  could  almoft  wifli 
the  dangerous  dye  was  never  to  be 
thrown  for  any  of  you  !  But  as  moil 

probably 
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probably  it  may,  let  me  conjure  ye  alI5 
rny  dear  girls,  if  ever  any  of  you  take 
this  moft  important  ftep  in  life,  to  pro 
ceed  with  the  utmoft  care,  and  delibe 
rate  circumfpe  -lion  Fortune  and  ra- 
mily  it  is  the  fole  province  of  your  pa 
pa  to  direct  in,  who  certainly  has  always 
an  undoubted  right  to  a  negative  voice, 
though  not  to  a  compnlfivc  one.  As  a 
child  is  very  juftifiable  in  the  refufal  of 
her  hand,  even  to  the  abiblute  com 
mand  of  a  father,  where  her  heart  can 
not  go  with  it ;  fo  is  me  extremely  cuU 
pable,  by  giving  it  contrary  to  his 

approbation. Here    1    muft    take 

fhame  to  my  felt !  and  for  this  unpar 
donable  fault,  do  juftiy  acknowledge 
the  fubfc-quent  ill  confluences  of  a- 
moft  unhappy  marriage  were  the  proper 
piii  iihmeni.  This  and  every  othtr  error 
in  my  ov  n  conduct,  1  do,  and  {hall, 
with  the  utmoil  candour,  lay  open  to 
you>  fincerely  praying,  that  you  may 
reap  the  benefit  of  my  experience,  and 
avoid  thofe  rocks  1  have,  either  by  care- 
leiTnefs,  or  fometimes,  alas  !  by  too 
much  caution,  fpht  againit. 

BUT  to  return  : — The  chief  point  to 
be  regarded  in   the  choice  of  a  compa 
nion  for  life,  is  a  real  virtuous  prin 
ciple, 
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ciple,  an  unaffefted  goodnefs  of  heart  •, 
without   this  yon    will    be    continually 
fhocked  by  indecency,  and    pained    by- 
impiety.     So  numerous   have  been  the 
tinh  ippy  victims  to   the   ridiculous  opi 
nion,  that   a    reformed  libertine  makes 
the  bed  hufband  ;  that,  did  not  experi 
ence    daily   evince   the    contrary,     one 
would    believe  it  impoflible   for   a  girl, 
who  has  a  tolerable  degree  of  common 
nnderftanding,  to  be  made  the  dupe  of 
fo  erroneous  a  pofition,  that  has  not  the 
lead  fhadow  of  reafon   for  its  founda 
tion,  and  which  a  fmall  fhare  of  obfer- 
vation  will  prove  to  be  falfe  in  fa£b.     A 
man  who  has  been  long  con verfant  with 
the  worfl  fort  of  women,  is  very  apt   to 
contrail  a  bad  opinion  of,    and  a  con 
tempt  for  the  fex  in  general.    Incapable 
of  efteeming  any,  he  is  fufpicious  of  all  ; 
jealous   without   caufe,     angry  without 
provocation,  and  his  own  difturbed  ima 
gination  is  a  continual  fource  of  ill  hu 
mour.     To  this  is  frequently  joined   a 
bad  habit  of  body,  the   natural  confe- 
quence  of  an  irregular  life,  which  gives 
an   additional   fournefs  to  the   temper. 
What  rational  profpect  ot  happinefs  can 
there  be  with  fuch  a  companion  ?    And 
that  this  is  the  general  charatfer  of  thofe 

who 
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who  are  called  reformed  rakes, 
tion  will  certify.  But  admit  there  may 
be  fome  exceptions,  it  is  a  hazard  that 
no  confiderate  woman  would  venture 
the  peace  of  her  whole  future  life  upon. 
The  vanity  of  thofe  girls  who  believe 
themfelves  capable  of  working  miracles 
of  this  kind,  and  give  up  their  perfons 
to  a  man  of  libertine  principles,  upon 
the  wild  expectation  of  reclaiming  him, 
juftly  deferve  the  difappointment  they 
will  generally  meet  with  ;  for,  believe 
me,  a  wife  is,  of  all  others,  the  lead 
likely  to  fucceed  in  fuch  an  attempt.  — 
Be  it  your  care  to  find  that  virtue  in  a 
lover,  which  you  muft  never  hope  to 
form  in  an  hufband.  Good  fenfe  and 
good  nature  are  almoft  equally  requifite. 
If  the  former  is  wanting,  it  will  be  next 
to  impollible  for  you  to  efteem  the  per- 
fon  of  whofe  behaviour  you  may  have 
taufe  to  be  afharned  -,  and  mutual  efteem 
is  as  neceffary  to  happinefs  in  the  mar 
ried  ftate,  as  mutual  affection  :  without 
the  latter,  every  day  will  bring  with  it 
fome  frefh  caule  of  vexation  ;  till  re 
peated  quarrels  produce  a  coldnefs,  that 
will  fettle  into  an  irreconcilable  averfion, 
•and  you  not  only  become  each  other's 

torment, 
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torment,  but  the  object  of  contempt  to 
your  family  and  acquaintance. 

i  HIS  quality  of  good  nature  is,  of 
all  others,  the  mod  difficult  to  beafcer- 
taineci  -,  which  proceeds  from  the  gene 
ral  miitake  of  blending  it  with  good  hu- 
mou«-,  as  in  themfrlves  the  fame,  though, 
in  fact,  no  two  principles  of  action  are 
more  efTcntially  different.  This  may  re- 
quKe  forne  explanation. — By  good  na- 
tuie,  then,  i  mean,  that  true  benevo 
lence  which  partakes  the  felicity  cf  all 
mankind,  that  promotes  the  fatisfaction 
of  every  individual  within  the  reach  of 
its  ability,  that  relieves  the  diitreiTed, 
comforts  the  afflicted,  difFufrs  blefUngs, 
and  communicates  happinefs,  as  far  as 
if  fphere  of  action  can  extend  ;  and  in 
the  private  femes  of  lite,  will  ihme  con- 
fpicuous  in  the  dutiful  fon,  the  affection 
ate  hufband,  the  indulgent  father,  the 
faithful  friend,  and  the  compaifionate 
mafter,  both  to  man  and  bealt ;  v/hilft 
good  humour  is  nothing  more  than  a 
chearful,  pleafmg  deportment,  arifing 
either  from  a  natural  gaiety  of  mind,  or 
an  affectation  of  popularity,  joined  to  an 
affability  of  behaviour,  the  refult  of 
good  breeding,  and  a  ready  compliance 
with  the  tafte  of  every  company.  This 
E  kind 
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kind  of  mere  good    humour,  is    by  far, 
th.e  mod  (Iriking  quality.  It  is  frrquent- 
ly  miftaken  for,  and  complimented  with 
the  fuperior  name  of  real  good-naiure: 
a  man  by  t^is  fpecious  appearance   has 
often   acquired    that  appellation,    who, 
in  all  the  actions  of  his  private  life,   has 
been  a  morofe,  cruel,  revengeful,  ful- 
len,   haughty  tyrant. — Lett  hem  put  on 
the  cap    whofe  temples  fit   the  galling 
wreath  ! — On  the  contrary,  a   man  of  a 
true  benevolent  difpofition,  and  formed 
to  promote  the  happinefs  of  all  an»und 
him,  may  fometimes,  perhaps,  from  an 
ill  habit  of  body  an  accidental  vexation, 
or  a  commendable  opennefs  of  heart,  a- 
bove  the  meannefs  of  difguife,  be  guilty 
of  little  faliies  of  peevifhnefs,  or  ill  hu 
mour,    that   may  carry  the   appearance 
of,   and  be  unjultly  thought  to  proceed 
from  ill  nature,  by  perfons  who  are  un 
acquainted  with  his  true  character,  and 
take     them     for    fynonymous    terms; 
though  in  reality  they  bear  not  the  leaft 
analogy  to  each  other.     In  order  to  the 
forming  a   right  judgement,  it  is  abfb- 
lutely  neceilary  to  obferve  this  diftincli- 
on,  which    will   effectually   ftcure  you 
from  the  dangerous  error  of  taking  the 
fhadow  for  the  iubftance.    An  irretriev 
able 


TO  HER  DAUGHTERS.      51 

able  miftake  !  pregnant  with  innumer 
able  confrquent  evils. 

FROM  vvhat  has  been  faid,  it  plainly 
appears,  that'  the  criterion  of  this  ami 
able  virtue  is  not  to  be  taken  from  the 
general  opinion  •,  mere  good  humour 
being,  to  all  intents  and  purpoies,  fuf- 
ficient,  in  this  particular,  to  eRablifh 
the  public  voice  in  favour  of  a  man 
utterly  devoid  of  every  humane  and 
benevolent  arTeclion  .  of  heart.  It  is 
only  from  the  lefs  confpicuous  fcenes  of 
life,  the  more  retired  fphere  of  action^ 
the  artlcfs  tenor  of  domeflic  conduct, 
that  the  real  character  can,  with  any  cer 
tainty,  be  drawn.  Theie  undifguifed 
proclai  n  the  man  -,  but  as  they  fliun  tha 
glare  of  light;  nor  court  the  nuife  of  po 
pular  apjjlaufe  ;  obfcure,  they  pafs  un 
rated,  and  arc  feldom  known  till  after 
an  intimate  acquaintance.  The  befc  me 
thod,  therefore,  to  avoid  deception  in 
this  cafe,  is,  to  lay  no  itreis  un  outward 
appearances,  too  oft. n  fallacious  •,  but 
t  take  the  rule  of  judging  from  the 
fimple,  unpolluted  fentiments  of  thofe 
wr.oiV  d:  pendent  connec,  ions  give  them 
an  unde  iablc  certainty  •,  who  not  only 
fee,  but  hourly  ieel,  the  good  or  bad 
efFedts  Ox  that  difpoficion  they  arc  fub- 
L  2  je&ed 
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jecled  to.  By  this  I  mean,  that  if  a 
man  is  equally  refpected,  efteemed  and 
beloved  by  his  tenants,  his  dependents 
and  domeltics,  from  the  fubftantial  far 
mer  to  the  laborious  peafant,  from  the 
proud  fteward  to  the  fubmiffive  wretch, 
who,  thankful  for  employment,  humbly 
obeys  the  menial  tribe  ;  yon  may  juftly 
conclude,  he  has  that  true  good  nature, 
that  real  benevolence,  which  delights 
in  communicating  felicity,  and  enjoys 
the  fatisfaction  it  diffnfes  ;  but  if  by 
thefe  he  is  deipifed  and  hated,  ferved 
merely  from  a  principle  of  fear,  devoid 
of  affection,  which  is  very  eallly  difco- 
verable,  whatever  may  be  his  public 
character,  however  favourable  the  ge 
neral  opinion,  be  allured,  his  difpofition 
is  fuch,  as  can  never  be  productive  of 
domeflic  happinefs.  I  have  been  the 
more  particular  on  this  head,  as  it  is 
one  of  the  molt  eilential  qualifications 
to  be  regarded,  and  of  all  others  the 
mod  liable  to  be  miftaken. 

NEVER  be  prevailed  with,  my  dear, 
to  give  your  hand  to  a  perion  defective 
in  tiiofe  material  points.  Secure  of  vir 
tue,  good  nature,  and  underftanding,  in 
an  huiband,  you  may  be  fecure  of  hap 
pinefs 
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pinefs  ;  without  the  two  former  it  is  un 
attainable  ;  without  the  latter,  in  a  tole 
rable  degree,  it  muft  be  very  imperfect, 
REMEMBER,  infallibility  is  not  the 
property  of  man,  or  you  may  intail  dif- 
appointment  on  yourfelf,  by  expecting 
what  is  never  to  be  found.  The  bell  of 
men  are  fometimes  inconfiftent  with 
themfclves  •,  they  are  liable  to  be  hur 
ried,  by  fudden  (tarts  of  paffion,  into 
expreffions  and  actions  which  thtrir  cool 
er  reafon  will  condemn  ;  they  may  have 
fome  oddities  of  behaviour,  fome  pecu 
liarities  of  temper,  be  fubjecl;  to  acci 
dental  ill  humour,  or  whirnfical  com 
plaints.  Blemifhes  of  this  kind  often 
made  the  bnghtelt  character,  but  are 
never  deflrudive  ot  mutual  felicity,  un- 
lefs  made  fo  by  an  improper  reft  fitment, 
or  an  ill-judged  oppolition.  Rtafon  can 
never  be  heard  by  pufilon  :  the  offer  of 
it  tends  only  to  inflame  the  more.  When 
cooled  in  his  ufual  temper,  if  wrong, 
the  man  of  undemanding  will  iug- 
geit  to  himielf  all  that  could  be  urged 
againil  him  ;  the  man  of  good  nature 
will,  un upbraided,  own  an  error.  Con 
tradiction  at  the  time  is,  therefore,  wholly 
unierviceable,  and  highly  imprudent  -,  an 
E  3  after 
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after  repetition,  equally  unneceffary  and 
injudicious.  Any  peculiarities  in  the 
temper  or  behaviour,  ought  to  be  pro 
perly  reprefented  in  the  tendered  and 
fhoft  friendly  manner  ;  and,  if  done  dif- 
erectly,  will  be  generally  well  taken ; 
but  it  they  are  fo  habirual  as  not  eafily 
to  be  altered,  ftrike  not  too  often  upon 
the  unharrnonious  firing ;  rather  let 
them  pafs  as  unobferved  •,  fuch  a  chear- 
ful  compliance  will  better  cement  your 
union  •,  and  they  may  be  made  eafy  to 
yourfelf,  by  relieving  on  the  fuperior 
good  qualities,  by  which  thefe  trifling 
faults  are  fo  greatly  overbalanced.  You 
mult  remember,  my  dear,  thefe  rules 
are  laid  down  only  on  the  fuppofition  of 
your  being  united  to  a  perlon  who  pof- 
fefTes  the  three  eflential  qualifications  for 
happineis  before  rrentioned.  In  this 
caie,  no  farther  direction  is  nccefiary, 
but  thjt  you  ftricftly  perform  the  duty 
of  a  wife,  <vtz  to  love,  honour,  and  o- 
bey.  The  two  firil  are  a  tribute  fo  in- 
difpcnfably  due  to  merit,  that  it  muft 
naturally  t  e  paid  by  inclination  ;  thefe 
lead  to  the  laft,  which  will  not  only  be 
an  eafy,  but  a  pleafing  talk,  jmce  no 
thing  ever  can  by  him  be  injoined,  that 
is  in  itfelf  improper,  and  few  things 

will, 
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will,  that  with  anyreafon,  can  be  to  you 
difagreeable.  Here  fhould  this  fubject 
end,  were  it  not  more  than  pofiible  for 
you,  after  all  that  has  been  urged,  to  be 
led,  by  fome  inferior  motive,  to  the  ne- 
glecl  of  the  primary  caution-,  and  either 
from  an  opinion  too.  nattily  entertain 
ed,  an  unaccountable  partiality,  or  the 
powerful  prevalence  of  perfuafion,'  be 
unfortunately  induced  to<>i'.  e  your  hand 
where  a  bad  heart,  and  a  moroie  temper, 
concealed  by  a  well  pradiied  difiimula- 
tion,  may  render  every  flattering  hope 
of  happineis  abortive.  Heaven  in  mercy 
guard  you  from  this  fatal  error!  Such  a 
companion  is  the  worfl  of  all  temporal 
ills,  a  deadly  potion,  that  imbitters  e- 
ve'ry  facial  fcene  of  life,  damps  every 
rifmg  joy,  and  banifhes  that  chearful 
temper  which  alone  can  give  a  true 
reiiih  to  the  bleilings  of  mortality. 
Moft  fmccrely  do  1  pra>  this  may  ne 
ver  be  your  lot !  and  hope  your  pru- 
dem  circumipedion  will  be  fumcicnt  to 
guard  you  from  the  danger,  hut  the 
bare  poilibility  of  fuch  an  event,  makes 
it  not  unneceffary  to  lay  down  a  few  rules 
for  the  maintaining  fome  degree  of  eafe, 
under  the  deprivation  of  happinefs. 
This  is  by  far  trie  moil  difficult  part  of 

my 
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my  prefent  undertaking-,  it  is  hard  to  ad- 
vife'here,  and  fill  harder  to  pradtife  the. 
advice.  The  fubjed:  alfo  is  too  exten- 
five  to  be  minutely  treated  within  the 
compafs  of  a  letter,  which  mult  confine 
me  to  the  mod  material  points  only,  in 
thefe  I  (hall  give  you  the  bed  directions 
in  my  power,  ardently  wifliing  you 
may  never  have  occaficm  to  make  ufe  of. 
them. 

THE  being  united  to  a  man  of  irreli 
gious  principles,  makes  it  impoilible  to 
difcharge  a  great  part  of  the  proper  duty 
of  a  wife.  To  name  but  one  inftaricej 
that  or  obedience  will  be  rendered  im 
practicable,  by  frequent  injunctions  in- 
confiftent  with,  and  contrary  to  the 
higher  obligations  of  morality.  This  is 
not  mere  fuppolition,  but  ipoke  from 
fads  1  have  often  ieen  and  can  atteft. 
Where  this  happens,  the  rcafons  for  non- 
compliance  ought  to  be  offered  in  a  plain, 
ftrongi  good  natured  manner;  there  is 
at  leai.1  [he  chance-  of  fuccels- tro.ii  being 
heard:  but  ihv)Lild  thole  realbns.be  re 
jected,  or  the  nearing  of  them  be  reru- 
fed,  and  lilcnce  on  rhe  iuojcd  oc.injpm- 
ed,  (which  is  mod  probable,  fjw  pco- 
pL-  caring  to  hear  what  they  kiK>w  u  be 
right  when  determined  not  to  appear 

convinced 
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convinced  by  it),  in  this  obey,  nor  far 
ther  urge  the  argument-,  but  keep  Heady 
to  your  principles,  and  neither  by  per- 
fuafion  or  threats  be  prevailed  with  to  act 
contrary  ro  them.  All  commands  repug 
nant  to  the  laws  of  Chriftianity  it  is  your 
indifpenfabledutytodifobey,  all  requeits 
that  are  incondftent  with  prudence,  in 
compatible  with  that  rank  and  charac 
ter  you  ought  to  maintain  in  life,  it  is 
your  intereft  to  refufe.  A  compliance  with 
the  former  would  be  criminal,  a  confent 
to  the  latter  highly  indifcrett,  and  f abject 
you  to  general  cemure;  for  a  man  capa 
ble  of  requiring  from  his  wife  what  he 
knows  to  be  in  itfelf  wrong,  is  equally 
capable  of  throwing  the  whole  blame 
of  fuch  miiconduci  on  her,  and  after 
wards  upbraiding  her  for  a  behaviour  he 
will,  upon  the  lame  principle,  difown 
his  having  been  accciLry  to.  Many  fi- 
milar  inttances  have  come  within  the 
compafs  of  my  own  obfcrvation.  In 
things  of  a  lefs  material  nature  that  are 
neither  criminal  in  themielves,  nor  per 
nicious  in  then  confequences,  always  ac- 
quieice,  if  iniiftea  on,  nowever  dilagree- 
able  they  may  be  to  your  own  temper 
and  inclination.  6uch  a  compliance  will 
evidently  prove  that  your  rcfufal  in  the 

other 
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other  cafe  proceeds  not  from  a  fpirit  of 
contradiction,  but  merely  from  a  juft 
regard  to  that  fuperior  duty  which  can 
never  be  infringed  with  impunity.  Paf- 
fion  may  refent,  but  reafon  mutt  approve 
this  conduct;  and  therefore  it  is  the 
mod  likely  method,  in  time,  to  make  a 
favourable  impreffion-,  but  failing  there, 
you  will  at  leafb  enj^y  that  fatisfactory 
felf-approbacion,  which  is  the  inlcpara- 
ble  attendant  of  a  truly  religious  and  ra 
tional  deportment. 

SHOULD  the  painful  tafk  of  dealing 
with  a  morofe  tyrannical  tamper  be  af- 
figned  you,  there  is  little  more  to  be  re 
commended  than  a  patient  fubmiflion 
to  an  evil  which  admits  not  of  a  remedy. 
Ill  nature  is  increafed,  obftinacy  con 
firmed  by  oppofttion  -,  the  lef  fuch  a 
ternpt-ris  contrajiitted,  the  more fupport- 
able  will  it  be  to  thofe  who  are  under 
its  banrful  influence.  Vv  hen  all  endea 
vours  to  pleale  are  incrTe^tua^and  a  man 
feems  determined  to  find  fault  with  eve 
ry  thing,  as  if  his  chief  pleafure  conliil- 
ed  in  tormenting  thole  about  him,  it  re 
quires  a  more  than  common  degree  of  pa 
tience  and  refolution,  to  forbear  utter 
ing  thofe  reproaches  which  fuch  a  beha 
viour  may  bejuftly  allowed  to  defervc ;. 
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yet  is  it  abfolutely  nccefiary,  to  the  main 
taining  any  tolerable  degree  of  eafe,  not 
only  to  reftrain  all  expiellions  of  relent- 
ment,  but  even  thole  difdainful  looks 
which  are  apt  to  accompany  a  contemp 
tuous  filence,  both  equally  tending  to 
increafe  the  malady.  This  diabolical 
delight  in  giving  pain,  is  moil  unwearied 
in  the  fearch  of  matter  for  its  gratifica 
tion,  and  can  either  find,  or  unaccount 
ably  form  it,  in  almoftall  the  occurren 
ces  of  life-,  but  when  fuffered  unob- 
ftrucled,  unregarded,  to  run  its  malicious 
courfe,  will  quickly  vent  its  blunted  ar 
rows,  and  die  of  difappointment;  whilft 
all  endeavours  to  appcafe,  all  complaints 
of  unkindnefs,  fharpen  againft  yourlelf 
the  weapon's  edge  and  by  proving  your 
fenfibility  of  the  wound  give  the  wiih- 
ed  fatisfadtion  to  him  who  inflicts  it. 
Prudence  here  directs  more  than  ordi 
nary  circumfpedionj  that  every  part  of 
your  behaviour  may  be  as  blameleis  as 
polfibie,even  to  the  abftaining  from  the 
leaft  appearance  of  evil;  and  after  ha 
ving,  totheinmoftof  your  power,  {trove 
to  merit  approbation,  expecl  not  to 
meet  with  it  By  this  means  you  will 
efcape  the  mortification  of  being  difap- 
pointed,  which,  often  repeated,  is  apt 

to 
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to  give  a  gloomy  fournefs  to  the  temper, 
incompatible  with  any  degree  <  f  content 
ment.  You  muft  alfo  learn  to  be  iarif- 
fied  with  the  confcioufnefs  of  acling  right, 
according  to  your  btril  ability,  and  lock 
with  an  unconcerned  indifference  on  the 
reception  every  fuccefslefs  attempt  to 
pleafe  may  meet  with. 

THIS,  it  muft  he  owned,  is  a  hard 
leiTnn  ot  philoibphy  •,  it  requires  no  kfs 
thin  an  abfoiute  command  over  rhe  paf- 
fions:  but  let  it  be  remembered,  that 
fuch  a  command  will  itfeif  moil  amply 
recompenfe  every  difficulty,  every  pain 
the  obtaining  it  may  cud;  befides,  it  is 
I  believe,  the  only  way  to  prefei  ve  any 
tranquillity  of  mind  under  iodifagreeable 
a  eonntftion. 

As  the  want  of  underftanding  is  by 
no  art  to  be  concealed,  by  no  addrefs 
to  be  difouifed,  it  might  be  fuppofed 
impoffible  for  a  woman  of  fen'e  to  unite 
he;fclf  tj  a  perfon  wfioie  dcfecl:  in  this 
kind  mud  render  that  fort  ot  rational 
fociety,  which  constitutes  the  chief 
happin~fs  of  iuch  an  union,  impoilible. 
"Yet  here  how  often  has  the  weaknefs 
of  female  judgement  been  conspicuous! 
The  advantages  of  great  fuperiority  in 
ank  or  fortune,  have  frequently  proved 
2  fo 
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fo  irrefiftible  a  temptation,  as,  in  opi 
nion,  to  outweigh  not  only  the  'folly, 
but  even  the  vices  of  its  pofTeff»r:  A 
grand  miftake  !  ever  tacitely  acknow 
ledged  by  a  fubfequent  repentance, 
when  the  expected  pleafures  of  afflu 
ence,  equipage,  and  all  the  glittering 
pomp  of  ufelefs  pageantry,  are  experi 
mentally  found  inefficient  to  balance 
the  deprivation  of  that  conftant  fatisfac- 
tion  refulting  from  the  focial  joy  of 
converfing  with  a  reafonable  friend. 
Weak  as  this  motive  muft  be  acknow 
ledged,  it  is  yet  more  excufable  than 
one,  which,  it  may  be  feared,  has 
fometimes  prevailed-,  I  mean,  fo  great 
a  love  of'fway,  as  to  give  the  preference 
to  a  perfon  of  weak  intellectuals,  in 
hopes  thereby  of  holding  uncontrolled 
the  reins  of  government.  T  e  expecta 
tion  is  in  fac~t  ill  grounded j  obitinacy 
and  pride  being  generally  the  compa 
nions  of  folly.  The  fillieft  people  are  n- 
fually  the  mod  tenacious  of  their  opi 
nions-,  and,  confequently,  the  hardeft 

of  all  others  to  be    managed. But 

admit  the  contraiy,  this  principle  is 
in  itfelf  bad,  tends  to  invert  the  order 
of  nature,  and  counteracts  the  delign  of 
Providence. 

F  A 
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A  woman  can  never  be  feen  in  a 
more  ridiculous  li^ht,  than  when  fhe 
appears  to  govern  her  huiband,  If,  un 
fortunately,  the  fnperiority  of  under- 
flandin^  is  on  her  fide,  the  apparent 
confcioufnefs  of  that  fuperiority  betrays 
a  weaknefs  that  renders  her  contempti 
ble  in  the  fight  of  every  confiderare  per- 
fon,  and  may,  very  probably,  fix  in  his 
mind  a  diflike  never  to  be  eradicated. 
Left  it  (hould  ever  be  to  you  necefTary, 
remember,  that  in  this  cafe  fome  de 
gree  of  diilimuiation  is  commendable,  fo 
far  as  to  kt  ;he  detect  feem  junobferved. 
When  he  judges  wn/ng.  never  flatly 
contradict,  bj.it  lead  him  infenfibly  into 
another  opinion,  in  fo  difcreet  a  man 
ner,  that  it  may  feem  entirely  his  own; 
and  let  the  whole  credit  of  every  pru 
dent  determination  reft  on  him,  with 
out  indulging  the  foolifh  vanity  of 
claiming  any  merit  to  yourfelf.  Thus  a 
perfon  of  but  an  indifferent  capacity, 
may  be  fo  affifted  as,  in  many  inftances, 
to  (bine  with  a  borrowed  1  lift  re,  fcarce 
diftinguilhable  from  the  native,  and  by 
degrees  be  brought  into  a  kind  of  me 
chanical  method  of  acting  properly,  in 
all  the  common  occurrences  of  life. 
Odd  as  this  pofition  may  feem,  it  is 

founded 
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founded  in  fafl;  and  I  have  fcen  the 
method  fuccefsfully  pradifed  by  more 
than  one  perfon;  where  a  weak  mind, 
on  the  governing  fide  has  been  fo  pru 
dently  let  off,  as  to  appear  the  fole  di- 
redor:  like  the  ftatne  of  the  Delphic 
god,  which  was  thought  to  give  forth 
its  own  oracles,  whilft  the  humble 
prieft,  who  lent  his  voice,  tvas  by  the 
mrine  concealed,  nor  fought  a  higher 
glory  than  a  fuppofed  obedience  to  the 
power  he  would  be  thought  to  ferve. 

FROM  hence  it  may  be  inferred,  that 
by  a  perfect  propriety  of  behaviour, 
eafe  and  contentment  is,  at  lead,  at 
tainable  with  a  companion  who  has  not 
the  mod"  exalted  underftanding ;  but 
then  virtue  and  good  nature  are  prefup- 
pofed,  or  there  will  be  nothing  to  work 
upon  ;  a  vrtious,  ill-natured  fool,  being 
fo  untradable  and  tormenting  an  allbci- 
ate,  that  there  needs  only  to  add  jealously1 
to  the  compofmon,  to  make  the  curie 
complete. 

THIS  pa/lion,  once  fuffered  to  getr 
footing  in  the  heart,  is  hardly  ever  to 
be  extirpated :  it  is  a  conftant  fjurceof 
torment  to  the  bread  that  gives  it  re- 
ception,  and  an  inexhauftible  fund  of 
vexation  to  the  object  of  it,  With  a  per* 
F  2  (on 
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fonofthis  unfortunate  difpofition,  it  is 
prudent  to  avoid  the  leaft  appearance  of 
concealment:  A  whifper  in  a  mixed 
company,  a  mefiage  given  in  a  low 
voice  to  a  fervant,  has,  by  the  power 
of  a  difturbed  imagination,  been  mag 
nified  into  a  material  injury;  whatever 
has  the  air  of  fecrecy,  raises  a  terror  in  a 
mind  naturally  diiiruftful.  A  perfect 
unreferved  openneis,  both  in  conveiia- 
tion  and  behaviour,  ftarves  the  anxious 
expectation  of  difcovery,  and  may  very 
probably  lead  into  an  habitual  confi 
dence,  the  only  antidote  againft  the 
poifon  of  fuipicion,  It  is  eafier  to  pre 
vent,  than  to  remove  a  received  ill  iai- 
preflion,  and,  conitquently,  much  wiier 
to  be  fornetimes  deficient  in  little  points 
of  civility,  which  however  indifferent 
in  them lelves,  may  happen  unaccount 
ably  to  daih  with  the  eafeof  a  perion> 
whole  repoie  it  is  both  your  duty  und  in- 
tereft  to  promote; — much  more  com 
mendable  contentedly  to  incur  the  cen- 
fure  of  a  trifling  d  Ipofition,  by  a  cir- 
cumftantial,  unafked  relation  of  infig- 
nificant  incidents,  than  to  give  any 
room  for  apprehending  the  kail  degree 
of  referv^e.  Such  a  conitant  method  of 
proceeding,  together  with  a  reafonable 

compliancy 
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compliance,  is  the  moil  likely  to  cure 
this  painful  turn  of  mind;  for  by  with 
holding  every  fupport  that  could  give 
ftrength  to  it,  the  want  of  matter  to  feed 
on,  may,  probably  in  time,  canfe  its 
extinction:  if,  unhappily,  it  is  fo  con^ 
ftitutional,  ib  interwoven  with  the  foul, 
as  to  become,  in  a  manner,  infeparably 
united  with  it,  nothing  remains  but  a 
patient  fubmiffion  to  the -will  of  heaven, 
under  the  preflbre  of  an  unalterable  e~ 
vil,- —  to  guard  carefully  againlt-  'the 
natural  confequence  of  repealed  unde* 
ferved  lufpiaons,  ^72.  a  growing  in* 
difference,  that  too  frequently  termi 
nates  in  aver'ion, —  and  by  confidering 
fuch  a  fituation  as  a  trial  of  obedience 
arid .relignatio-n,  re  ceive  the  comfort  that 
muft  ante  from  properly  txerciling  one 
of  the  muft  exalted  of  the  Chriftian  vir 
tues. 1  cannot  difmifs  this  fubjedt- 

without  adding  a  particular    caution   to 
you;  felf  c  oncerning  it. 

Jcau.vuSy  is,  n  feveral  accounts,  (lill 
more  inex-cufa-bk  in  a  woman-,  there  is 
n©t  any  thing  that  fo  much  expofes  her 
to  ridicule,  or  ib  much  fubjc-cls  her  to 
the  iniult  of  affrontive  addreffes :  it  is 
an  inlet  to  almoft  every  pofhble  evil, 
the  fatal  fource  of  innumerable  indif- 
F  3  cretions. 
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cretions,  the  fare  deftruction  of  her 
own  peace,  a'ld  frequently  proves  the 
bane  of  her  hufband's  afFedtion  Give 
not  a  momentary  harbour  to  its  fhadow 
in  your  heart:  fly  from  it  as  from  the 
face  of  a  fiend,  that  would  lead  your 
unwary  fleps  into  a  gulf  of  unalterable 
mifery.  When  once  embarked  in  the 
matrimonial  voyage,  the  fewer  faults 
)ou  difcover  in  your  partner,  the  bet 
ter  j  never  iearch  after  what  it  will  give 
yon  no  pleafure  to  find;  never  defire 
to  hear  what  you  will  not  like  to  be 
told;  therefore  avoid  that  tribe  of  im- 
pertinents,  who,  either  from  a  malicious 
love  of  difcord,  or  the  meaner,  though 
lefs  criminal  motive  of  ingratiating 
themfclves  by  gratifying  the  blame- 
able  curiofity  of  others,  low  difiention 
where  ever  they  gain  admittance,  by 
felling  unwelcome  truths,  or,  more  fre 
quently,  by  infinuating  invented  falfe- 
hoods,  injure  innocent  people,  d>ilurb 
domeftic  union,  and  deitroy  the  peace 
of  families.  Treat  thefe  emiiTancs  of 
Satan  with  the  contempt  they  deferve; 
hear  not  what  they  offer  to  communi 
cate,  but  give  them  at  once  to  under- 
ftand,  that  you  can  never  look  on  thofe 
as  your  friends  who  fpeak  in  a  uiiadvan- 

tageous 


TO  HER  DAUGHTERS.      67 

tageous  manner  of  that  perfon  whom 
you  would  always  chufe  to  fee  in  the 
mod  favourable  light:  if  not  effectual 
ly  lilenced  by  fuch  rebukes,  be  inac- 
ceffiblc  to  their  vifits,  and  breaks  off  all 
acquaintance  with  fuch  incorrigible 
pelts  of  fociety,  who  will  be  ever  upon 
the  watch  to  feize  an  unguarded  oppor 
tunity  of  diilurbing  your  repofe. 

SHOULD  the  companion  of  your  life 
be  gu  Icy  of  fome  fecret  indifcretions, 
run  not  the  hazard  of  being  told  by 
thefe  malicious  meddlers,  what  in  facl 
it  is  better  for  you  never  to  know;  but 
if  fome  unavoidable  accident  berrays  an 
imprudent  correfpondence,  take  it  for 
a  mark  of  efteem,  that  he  endeavours 
to  conceal  from  you,  what  he  knows 
you  mud,  upon  a  principle  of  reafon 
and  religion,  disapprove;  and  do  not, 
by  difcovering  your  acquaintance  with 
it,  take  off  the  reilraint  which  vour  fup- 
pofed  ignorance  lays  him  under,  and 
thereby,  peihaps,  give  a  latitude  to  un- 
difguifed  irregularities.  Be  affured, 
whatever  accidental  tallies  the  gaiety  of 
inconficieratc  youth  may  lead  him  into, 
he  can  never  be  indifferent  to  you, 
whilft  he  is  careful  to  prelerve  your 
peace,  by  concealing  what  he  imagines 

might 
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might  be  an  infringement  of  it  :  reft 
farisfied,  that  time  and  reafon  will  moft 
certainly  get  the  better  of  all  faults, 
which  proceed  not  from  a  bad  heart, 
and  that,  by  maintaining  the  rlrft  place 
in  his  efteem,  your  happmefs  will  be 
built  on  too  firm  a  foundation  to  be  ea- 
fily  fh-.ken. 

I  have  been  thus  particular  on  the 
choice  of  an  hufband,  and  the  material 
parts  of  conduct  in  a  married  life,  as 
thereon  depends  not  only  the  temporal, 
but  often  the  eternal  felicity  ot  thofe  who 
enter  into  that  (late  •,  a  conitant  fcene  of 
difagreement,  ill  nature,  and  quarrels 
ru-ceiTarily  unfitting  the  mind  for  every 
religious  and  (ocial  duty,  by  keeping  it 
in  a  difpofiuon  diametrically  oppofite 
to  that  ChriUnn  piety,  that  practical 
benevolence  and  rational  compofure 
which  alone  can  prepare  it  for  everlaft- 
ing  happmefs. 

INS  i  RUCTIONS  on  this  head,  confi- 
dering  your  tender  age,  may  feem  pre 
mature,  and  ftiQ-uld  have  been  deferred, 
till  occafion  called  for  them,  had  our  ii- 
tuation  allowed  me  frequent  opportuni 
ties  of  communicating  my  fentiments  to 
you.  But  that  nor  being  the  cafe,  I  have 
chofc  in  this  epiftle,  at  once,  to  offer 

you 
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you  my  bcft  advice  in  every  circum- 
ftance  of  great  moment  to  your  well-be 
ing  both  here  and  hereafter,  led,  at  a 
more  proper  feafon,  it  might  not  hap 
pen  to  be  in  my  power.  This  part  you 
may  defer  the  ccnfideration  of,  till  the 
defign  of  entering  into  a  new  fcene  of 
life  may  make  it  ufctul  to  you  ;  which  I 
hope  will  not  be  yet  fome  years  -,  an  un 
happy  marriage  being  generally  the  con- 
fequence  of  a  too  early  engagement,  be 
fore  reafon  has  gained  iurncient  ftrength 
to  form  afolid  judgement,  on  which  on 
ly  a  proper  choice  can  be  determined. 
Great  is  the  hazard  of  a  miftake,  and  ir 
retrievable  the  effects  of  it!  Many  are 
the  degrees  between  happinefs  and  mi- 
fery.  Abfolute  mifery,  I  will  venture 
to  affirm,  is  to  be  avoided  by  a  proper 
behaviour,  even  under  all  the  compli 
cated  ills  of  human  life-,  but  to  arrive 
at  that  proper  behaviour,  requires  the 
higheft  degiee  of  Chriitian  phiiofophy; 
and  who  would  voluntarily  put  them- 
felves  upon  a  date  of  trial,  fo  ievere, 
that  not  one  in  a  thouiand  have  been 
found  able  to  come  off  victorious  ?  Be 
twixt  this  and  pofhive  happinefs,  there 
are  innumerable  fteps  of  comparative  e- 
Vil :.  each  has  its  feparate  conflict,  vari- 

ouily 
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oufly  difficult,  differently  painful ;  under 
all  which  a  patient  fub million,  and  a 
confcious  propriety  of  behaviour,  is  the 
only  attainable  good.  Far  fhort  of  pof- 
fible  temporal  felicity,  is  the  eaie  arifing 
from  hence!  Reft  not  content  with  the 
profpecl  of  fuc h  eafe,  but  fix  on  a  more 
eligible  point  of  view,  by  aiming  at  true 
happinefs;  and,  take  my  word,  that 
can  never  be  found  in  a  married  ftate, 
without  the  three  efTential  qualifications 
already  mentioned,  virtue,  good-nature, 
and  good  fenie,  in  an  huiband.  Re 
member,  therefore,  my  dear  girl,  this 
repeated  caution,  if  you  ever  refolve 
on  marriage,  never  to  give  your  hand- 
to  a  man  who  wants  either  ot  them,  , 
whatever  other  advantages  he  may  be 
pofieffed  of;  fo  (hall  you  not  only  efcape 
all  thofe  vexations,  which  thoufands  of 
unthinking  mortals  hourly  repent  the 
having  brought  upon  tht-rnielves,  but 
mod  afTuredly,  if  it  is  not  your  own 
fault,  enjoy  that  uninterrupted  domeftic 
harmony,  in  the  affectionate  iociety  of 
a  virtuous  companion,  that  conftitntes 
the  higheft  fansfaction  of  human  life. 
Such  an  union,  founded  on  reafon  and 
religion,  cemented  by  mutual  efteem 
and  tcn.dern.efs,  .is  a  kind  of  faint  em- 
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blem  (if  the  companion  may  be  allow 
ed)  of  the  promifed  reward  of  virtue  in 
a  future  (late  ;  and,  mod  certainly,  an 
excellent  preparative  for  it,  by  keeping 
the  mind  in  a  conftant  equanimity,  a  re^ 
gular  compofure,  that  naturally  leads  to 
the  proper  difcharge  of  all  the  religious 
and  fdcial  duties  of  life  ;  the  unerrino- 
road  to  everlafting  peace.  The  firft 
have  been  already  fpoken  to;  it  remains 
only  to  mention  fome  few  of  the  latter. 
Amongft  thefe  ceconomy  may,  per 
haps,  be  thought  improperly  placed  ; 
yet,  as  many  of  the  duties  we  owe  to  fo- 
ciety  are  often  rendered  impracticable 
by  the  want  of  it,  there  is  not  fo  much 
impropriety  in  ranking  it  under  this 
head,  as  may  at  firft  be  imagined.  For 
mftance;  a  man,  who  lives  at  an  ex- 
pence  beyond  what  his  income  will  fup. 
porr,  layshimfelf  under  the  neceifity  of 
being  unjuft,  by  withholding  from  his 
creditors  what  they  have  a  right  to  de 
mand  from  him,  as  their  due,  by  all 
laws  both  human  and  divine  5  and  there 
by  often  entails  ruin  on  an  innocent  fa 
mily,  who,  butforthelofsfuftainedby 

hlCXrTrT f "'  might  have  comfor* 
ably  fubfifted   on   the  profits    of  their 

indnftry  :  he  likewife  puts  it  cut  of  his 
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own  power  to  give  that  relief  to  the  in 
digent,  which,  by  the  laws  of  humanity, 
they  have  a  right  to  expect  •,  the  goods 
of  fortune  being  given,  (as  a  great  di 
vine  excellently  obferves),  for  the  life 
and  fupport  of  others-,  as  well  as  the 
perfon  on  whom  they  are  beftowed. 
Thefe  are  furely  great  breaches  of  that 
duty  we  owe  toour  fellow-creatures,  and 
are  the  fubfequent  effects  produced  by 
the  want  of  oeconomy. 

You  will  find  it  a  very  good  method, 
fo  to  regulate  your  dated  expences,  as 
to  bring  them  always  one  fourth  part 
within  your  certain  annual  income.  By 
this  means  you  will  avoid  being  at  any 
time  diftrejfed  by  unforefeen  accidents, 
and  have  it  more  eafily  in  your  power 
materially  to  relieve  thofe  who  deferve 
aififtance.  The  giving  trifling  fums  in- 
difcriminately  to  fuch  as  appear  neceffi- 
tous,  is  fo  far  from  being  commend 
able,  that  it  is  a  real  injury  to  fociety  ; 
an  encouragement  to  idlenefs,  and  helps 
to  fill  the  ftreets  with  lazy  beggars,  that 
live  upon  mifapplied  bounty,  to  the  pre 
judice  of  the  induftrious  poo*,  who  are 
uleful  members  of  the  commonwealth  ; 
and  on  whom  fuch  benefactions  might 
be  ferviceably  beftowed.  Be  very  fpa- 
2  ring 
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ring  in  this  kind  of  donations-,  they  arc 
an  infignificant  relief  to  the  receivers, 
fuppoflng  them  to  be  really  in  want, 
and,  frequently  repeated,  amount  to  a 
confiderable  fum  in  the  year's  account. 
The  proper  objects  of  charity  are,  thofe 
who  by  unavoidable  misfortunes  have 
fallen  from  affluent  circumflances  into 
a  ftate  of  poverty  and  diilrefs  ;  thofe  al- 
fo,  who,  by  unexpected  difappointments 
in  trade,  are  on  the  point  of  being  redu 
ced  to  an  impollibility  of  cairyingon 
that  bufinrfs,  on  which  their  prefent 
fubfifience  and  future  profpecls  in  life 
depend,  from  the  incapacity  of  railing 
an  immediate  fum  to  furmuunt  the  dif 
ficulty ;  and  thofe,  who  by  their  utmoft 
induttry  can  hardly  lupport  their  fami 
lies  above  the  miieries  of  want-,  or  who 
by  age  or  illncfs  are  rendered  incapable 
of  labour.  Appropriate  a  certain  part 
of  your  income  to  the  i\  lief  of  thefe 
real  diftrefles.  To  the  fir  it,  give  as 
largely  as  your  circumftances  will  allow. 
To  the  fecond  (after  the  example  of  an 
excellent  prelate,  of  our  own  church) 
lend,  if  it  is  in  your  power,  a  luilicient 
fum  to  prevent  the  threatened  ruin,  on 
condition  of  being  repaid  the  loan,  with 
out  intere-ft,  if  providence  enabks  them, 
G  by 
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by  future  fuccefs,  to  do  it  with  conve 
nience.  The  fame  method  maybe  ufed 
where  indigence  renders  induftry  una 
vailable,  by  depriving -it  of  the  means 
to  lay  in  a  fmall  original  (lock  to  be  im 
proved  upon.  Never  take  a  note  of 
hand,  or  any  acknowledgement  of -filch 
loan,  left  what  you  intended  for  a  be 
nefit,  mould  be  afterwards  made  the  in- 
liniment  of  ruin  to  the  receiver,  by  a 
different  dilpofuion  in  your  fuccefibr. 
Such  affiftance  ought  not  to  be  given  to 
any,  without  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
their  character,  and  having  good  reafon 
to  believe  them  not  only  induftrious, 
but  ft r idly  honed  5  which  will  be  a 
fuiUcient  obligation  on  them^for  the  re 
payment  :  and  the  fums  fo  repaid,  ought 
to  be  laid  by,  till  an  opportunity  again 
offers  of  making  them,  in  like  manner, 
ferviceable  to  others.  The  latter  fort, 
who  are  able  to  work,  may,  by  a  fmall 
addition  to  the  profits  of  their  own  la 
bour,  be  re  (cued  from  miftry,  and  put 
into  a  comtortable  way  of  lubfiftence. 
Thofe  who  by  age  or  infirmity  arc  ren 
dered  utterly  incapable  of  fupporting 
thernfelvcs,  have  an  undoubted  right, 
not  only  to  the  neceffaries,  but  even  to 
fame  of  the  convenif  ncics  of  life,  from 

all 
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all  whom  providence  has  placed  in  the 
more  happy  ilate  of  affluence  and  inde 
pendence. 

As  your  fortune  and  fituation  are  yet 
undetermined,  i  have  purpofely  laid 
down  fuch  rules  as  may  be  adapted  to 
every  ftation.  A  large  fortune  gives 
greater  opportunity  of  doing  good,  and 
communicating  happineis  in  a  more  ex- 
tenfive  degree,  but  a  fmall  one  is  no 
excuie  for  with-holdmg  a  proportionate 
relief  to  real  and  dtferving  objects  of 
companion  •,  to  aiUft  them  is  an  in-dif- 
penfable  duty  of  chriftianity.  The  firft 
and  great  commandment  is,  to  love  God 
with  all  your  heart ;  the  fecond,  to  love 
your  neighbour  as  yourfelf.  Whojo  feeth 
his  brother  in  mcd,  and  Jbutteth  up  bis 
bowels  of  compaffion^  how  divelleib  the  love 
of  God  in  him  ? — or  how  the  love  of  his 
neighbour  ?  If  deficient  in  thde  prima 
ry  duties,  vain  are  the  hopes  of  accep 
tance,  built  on  a  partial  obedience  to 
the  lefler  branches  of  the  law  !  Inability 
is  often  pleaded  as  an  excufe  for  the 
want  of  charity,  by  perfons  who  make 
no  fcruple  of  daily  lavifhing  on  tl:eir 
pleafnres,  what,  better  applied,  might 
have  made  an  indigent  family  happy 
through  life.  Theie  lofe  fight  of  real 
G  2  felicity. 
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felicity,  by  the  miftaken  purfuit  of  its 
fliadow  •,  fuch  pleafures  die  in  the  enjoy 
ment,  are  often  fucceeded  by  remorfe, 
and  alw  iys  by  fatiety  :  whereas  the  true 
joy,  the  fweet  complacency,  refulring 
from  benevolent  actions,  increafes  by 
reflection,  and  muft  be  immortal  as  the 
foul.  So  exactly,  fo  kindly,  is  our  du 
ty  made  to  coincide  with  our  preicnt,  as 
well  as  future  intereft,  that  incompara^ 
bly  more  fatisfaclion  will  accrue  to  a 
confiderate  mind,  from  denying  itfclf, 
even  fame  of  the  agreeables  of  life,  in 
crder  the  more  effectually  to  relieve  the 
unfortunate,  than  a  f\>l  indulgence  of 
every  temporal  gratification  could  be- 
ftow. 

HOWEVER  fmall  your  income  may  be, 
remember  that  a  part  of  it  is  due  to  me 
rit  in  diitreis.  Set  by  an  annual  fum  for 
this  purpofe,  even  though  it  fhould  o- 
glige  you  to  abate  fome  unneceiTary  ex- 
pence  to  raife  the  fund.  By  this  method 
perfons  of  flender  fortune  have  been  en 
abled  to  do  much  good,  and  give  hap- 
pinefs  to  many.  If  your  fund  will  noc 
admit  of  frequent  draughts  upon  it,  be 
the  more  circumipe£t  with  regard  to  the 
merit  of  thoie  you  relieve,  that  bounties 
not  in  your  power  to  repeat  often,  may 

not 


TO  HER  DAUGHTERS.        77 

not  be  mifapplied.  But  if  providence, 
by  a  more  ample  fortune,  fiiould  blefs 
you  with  a  larger  abiiiiy  of  being  fer- 
viceable  to  your  fellow- creatures,  prove 
yourfelf  worthy  of  the  trud  repofed  in 
you,  by  making  a  proper  ufe  of  it.  Wide 
as  your  influence  can  extend,  turn  the 
cry  of  diftreis  and  danger  into  the  fong 
of  joy  and  fafety,  feed  the  hungry, 
clothe  the  naked,  comfort  the  afflicted, 
give  medicine  to  the  fick,  and  with  it, 
all  the  alleviation  their  unfortunate  cir- 
cumitances  can  admit  of. — Thus  may 
you  truly  make  a  friend  of  the  unrigh 
teous  mammom,  thus  turn  the  perifh- 
able  goods-  of  fortune  into  everlafting 
bleilings. — Upon  earth  you  will  partake 
that  happinds  you  impart  toothers,  and 
lay  up  for  your  it:  If  treafurcs  in  keawn 
ivhere  neither  motb  nor  ruft  can  corrupt v 
nor  i  hi  ere  break  through  ana  JleaL 

A  pcrfon  who  has  once  experienced 
the  advantages  of  right  action,  will  be 
led  by  the  motive  of  p relent  ielr-intereft, 
as  well  as  future  exi  tctation,  to  the 
continuance  or  it.  '1  here  is  no  injunc 
tion  of  chrulianity,  that  a  iincere  chri- 
ilian  will  not  by  onedience  find  is  fo 
calculated  as  to  be  ciireclly,  in  fotne  mea- 
fure?  its  own  reward. 
G  3 
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THE  forgivenefs  of  injuries  (to -which- 
alone  is  annexed  the  promife  of  pardon 
for  our  own  offences,  and  required  by 
the  gofpel,  not  only  fo  far  as  to  forbear 
all  kinds  of  retaliation,  but  alfo  to  render 
you  equally  difpofed  to  ferve,  with  your 
u  tin  oft' power,  thofe  perfons  who  have 
wilfully  injured  you,  as  if  no  fuch  inju 
ry  had  been  received  from  them)  has  by 
fome  been  accounted  a  hard  precept-,. 
yet  the  difficulty  of  it  arifes  merely 
from,  and  is  proportionable  to  the 
badnefs  of  the  heart  by  which  it  is  fo  e- 
fteemed.  A  good  difpofition  finds  a  fu- 
perlative  pleasure  in  returning  good  for 
evil-,  and  by  an  inexpre(uL>le  fatisfacTion- 
of  mind,  in  fo  doing,  feels  the  prefent 
reward  of  obedience  :  whereas  a  fpirit 
of  revenge  is  incompatible  with  happi- 
nefs,  an  implacable  temper  being  a  con- 
ftant  torment  to  its  poflefTor  \  a^d  the. 
man  wl^o  returns  an  injury,  feels  more 
real  mifery,  from  the  rancour  of  his  own 
heart,  than  it  is  in  his  power  to  inflict 
upon  another. 

SHOULD  a  friend  wound  you  in  the 
mod  tender  part,  by  betraying  a  confi 
dence  repofed ;  prudence  forbids  the  ex- 
ppfmg  yourfelf  to  a  fecond  deception, 
by  placing  any  future  trufl  in  fuch  a 

perfon. 
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perfon.  But  though  here  all  obligations 
of  intimacy  ceafe,.  thofe  of  benevolence 
and  humanity  remain  (till  in  full  force, 
and  are  equally  binding,  as  to  every  act 
of  fcrvice  and  afliftance,  even  to  the  fuf- 
fering  a  lelfer  evil  yourfelf,  in  order  to 
procure  a  much  greater  good,  to  the 
perfon  by  whom  you  have  been  thus  ill 
nfed.  This  is  in  general  allowed  to  be. 
the  duty  of  every  individual  to  all,  as 
a  member  ot  fociety  ;  but  is  particular- 
ly  inftanced  in  the  prefent  cafe,  to  fhew, 
that  not  even  a  breach;  of  friendfhip, 
the  higheft  of  all  provocations,  will 
conceal  the  duty,  at  all  times  equally 
and  unalterably  obligatory,  of  promo 
ting  both  the  temporal  and  eternal  hap- 
pinefs  of  all  your  fellow-creatures,  by  e~ 
very  method  in  your  power. 

IT  has  been  by  many  thought  imper 
tinent  at  any  time  to  offer  unafktd  ad 
vice;  the  reaion  of  which  may  be  chief 
ly  owing  to  its  being  too  frequently  ten 
dered  witii  a  fuperciiious  air,  that  im 
plies  a  conceited  conlcioufrufs  of  fupe- 
riorwifdom:  it  is  the  manner,  there 
fore,  more  than  the  thing  itfelf  that  »ives 
difguft. 

IF  thofe  with  whom  you  have  any  de 
gree  of  intimacy,  are  guilty  of  what  to 

you 
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you  appeals  either  wrong  or  indifcreet, 
fpeas<  your  opinion  to  them  with  free- 
don,  though  you  fhould  even  lofe  a 
friend  by  fod>ing.  Silence  makes  you, 
in  fone  meafarc,  an  acceffary  to  the 
fault.  Bur  having  thus  once  difcharged 
your  duty,  reft  there*,  they  are  to  judge 
for  themfeives.  To  repeat  fuch  admjni- 
tions,  is  both  ufelefs  and  impertinent; 
and  will  be  thought  to  proc  ed  rather 
from  pride  than  good  nature.  To  the 
perfons  concerned  only,  are  you  to f peak 
your  difapp-obation  of  their  conduit, 
when  cenfured  by  others,  fay  all  that 
truth  or  probability  will  permit  in  their 
juitification. 

IT  oftens  happens,  that,  upon  an  ac 
cidental  quarrel  between  friends,  they 
feparately  appeal  to  a  third  perfjn  :  in 
fuch  cafe,  alternately  take  the  oppofite 
fide;  ailed ging  ?v-ery  argument  in  fa 
vour  of  the  aof/nt  party,  and  placing 
the  miftakes  of  the  co  nplainer  in  the 
ftrongeft  light.  This  met  nod  may  proba 
bly  at  tint  difpleafe,  but  is  always 
rig.it,  as  the  moft  likely  to  •  procure  a 
reconciliation.  If  that  takes  place,  each. 
equally  obliged,  will  thankfully  ap 
prove  your  conduct;  if  not,  you  will 
have  the  fatisfaction  of,  at  leait,  endea 
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vouring  to  be  the  reilorer  of  peace.  A 
contrary  behaviour,  which  generally 
proceeds  from  the  mean  defire  of  plea- 
ling,  by  flattery,  at  the  expenfe  of 
truth,  often  widens  a  trifling  breach, 
into  open  and  irreconcilable  enmity, 
People  of  this  difpofuion  are  the  worft 
fort  of  incendiaries  •,  the  greateft  plague 
of  human  fociety,  becaufe  the  moft 
difficult  to  be  guarded  again  It,  from 
their  always  wearing  the  ipecious  dif- 
guife  of  pretended  approbation  and 
friendlhip  to  the  prefent,  and  equally 
deceitful  refentmenc  agaiait  the  abknt 
perfon  or  company. 

To  enumerate  all  the  focial  duties 
would  lead  me  too  far;  furrke  it,  there 
fore,  my  dear,  in  a  few  words  to  fum  up 
what  remains.  Let  truth  ever  dwell 
upon  your  tougue  v  fcorn  to  flatter  any 
and  defpife  the  perfon  who  would  prao 
life  fo  bale  an  art  upon  yourfelf.  Be 
honellly  open  in  every  part  of  your  be 
haviour  and  converfation.  All  witli 
whom  you  have  any  intercourfe,  even 
down  to  the  meaneft  fta  ion,  have  a 
right  to  civility  and  good  humour 
from  you.  A  fuperiority  of  rank  or 
fortune  is  no  licence  for  a  proud  fuper- 
cilious  behaviour.  The  difadvantages 

of 
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of  a  dependant  ftate  are  alone  fuJficient 
to  labour  under;  it  is  both  unjuft  and 
cruel  to  encreafe  them,  either  by  an 
haughty  deportment,  or  by  the  unwar 
rantable  exercife  of  a  capricious  tem 
per. 

EXAMINE  every  part  of  your  conduct 
towards  others  by  the  unerring  rule,  of 
fuppofing  a  change  of  places;  this  will 
certainly  lead  to  an  impartial  judgement. 
Do  then  what  appears  to  you  right,  or, 
in  other  words,  what  you  would  they 
fhould  do  unto  you  ;  which  compre 
hends  every  duty  relative  to  fociety. 

AIM  at  perfection,  or  you  w.ll  never 
reach  to  an  attainable  height  of  virtue. 
Be  religious  witnout  hypocrify,  pious 
without  enthufiafm.  Endeavour  to 
merit  the  favour  of  God,  by  a  (incere 
and  uniform  obedience  to  whatever  you 
know  or  believe  to  be  his  will:  and 
Ihould  afflictive  evils  be  permitted  to 
cloud  the  fun  fhine  of  your  brighceft 
days,  receive  them  with  fubnifiion; 
fatisBed  that  a  being,  equally  wife, 
omnifcient,  and  bencficient,  at  once 
fees  and  intends  the  good  of  his  whole 
creation;  and  that  every  general  or 
particular  difpenfation  of  his  providence 
towards  the  rational  part  of  it,  is  fo  cal 
culated 
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culated  as  to  be  productive  of  ultimate 
happinefs,  which  nothing  but  the  mif- 
behaviour  of  individuals  can  prevent  to 
themfelves.  This  truth  is  furely  an 
unaniwerable  argument  for  abfolute  re- 
fignation  to  the  will  of  God  -,  and  fuch 
a  reiignation,  founded  upon  reafon  and 
choice,  not  enforced  by  ntceffity,  is  un 
alterable  peace  of  mind,  fixed  on  too 
firm  a  ban's  to  be  ihaken  by  adverfky. 
Pain,  poverty,  ingratitude,  calumny, 
and  even  the  lofs  of  thofe  we  hold  moft 
dear,  may  each  tranfiently  affect,  but 
united  cannot  mortally  wound  it.  Up 
on  this  principle  you  will  find  it 
poflible  not  only  to  be  content,  but 
chearful  under  all  the  difagreeable  cir- 
cumftances  this  ftate  of  probation  is  li 
able  to:  and,  by  making  a  proper  ufe 
of  them,  effectually  remove  the  garb  of 
terror  from  the  laft  of  all  temporal  e- 
vils,  and  learn,  with  grateful  pleafure, 
to  meet  approaching  death,  as  the  kind 
remover  of  every  painful  fenfation,  the 
friendly  guide  to  perfect  and  everlailing 
happinefs. 

BELIEVE  me  this  is  not  mere  theo 
ry-,  my  own  experience  every  moment 
proves  the  fact  undeniably  tiue-,  my 
conduct  in  all  thofe  relations  which 

'(till 
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flill  with  me  fubfift,  nearly  as  human 
im  perfection  will  allow,  is  governed  by 
the  rules  here  laid  down  for  you  ;  which 
produces  the  conftant  rational  compo- 
fure,  that  conftitutes  the  mod  perfect 
felicity  of  human  life-,  and  with  truth 
I  can  aver,  that  1  dail  feel  incompa 
rably  more  real  fatisfaction,  more  true 
contentment  in  my  prefent  retirment, 
than  the  gayeft  fcenes  of  feitive  mirth 
ever  afforded  me  •,  1  am  pleafed  with  this 
life,  without  an  anxious  thought  for 
the  continuance  of  it,  and  happy  in  the 
hope  of  hereafter  exchanging  it  for  an 
infinitely  better.  My  foul,  unftained 
by  the  crimes  unjuflly  imputed  to  me, 
moft  fincerely  forgives  the  malicious 
authors  of  thofe  imputations,  antici 
pates  the  future  pleafure  of  an  open 
acquittal,  and  in  that  expectation  lofes 
the  pain  of  prefent  undeferved  cenfure. 
By  this  is  meant  the  inflancc  that  was 
made  the  fuppofed  foundation  for  the 
lad  of  innumerable  injuries  received 
through  him  from  whom  1  am  confci- 
ous  of  having  deferved  the  kindeft 
treatment.  Other  faults,  no  doubt,  I 
might  have  many,  to  him  had  very 
fewj  nay,  for  feveral  years,  cannot, 
upon  reflexion,  accufe  myfelf  of  any 
2.  thing 


TO  HER  DAUGHTERS.       85 

thing,  but  too  ahfolute.  too  unreferved 
an  obedience  to  every  injunction,  even, 
where  they  were  plainly  contrary  to  the 
dictates  of  my  own  reafon.- How- 
wrong  fuch  a  compliance,  was  clearly- 
evinced  bj|  many  instances  of  it  having 
been  fince  mod  ungencroufly  and  mod 
ungratefully  urged  as  circumilaritial  ar 
guments  againit  myfelf. 

Jt  mud  indeed  be  owned,  that  for 
the  two  or  three  lait  years,  tired  with 
a  long  ferics  of  repeated  infults  of  a 
nature  alrnofl  beyond  the  power  of  ima 
gination  to  conceive,  my  temper  be 
came  foured;  a  condant  fruitlefs  en 
deavour  to  oblige,  was  changed  into  an 
abfolute  indifference  about  it  •,  and  ilj 
humour,  occaHoned  by  frequent  difap- 
pointments  (a  confequencc  i  have  ex 
perimentally  warned  you  againft)  was, 
perhaps,  form-times  too  much  indul 
ged.  How  far  th-e  unequalled  provoca 
tions  may  be  allowed  as  an  cxcufe  for 
this,  Heaven  only  mud  determine, 
whofe  goodnefs  has  thought  fit  to  re- 
leafe  me  from  the  painful  fituation, 
though  by  a  method,  at  prefent,  not 
the  moll  eligible,  as  it  is  the  caufe  of 
a  feparation  from  my  children  alfo,  and 
thereby  has  put  it  out  of  my  power  to 
H  attend, 
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attend,  in  the  manner  I  could  have 
wiihed,  to  their  education;  a  duty  that 
inclination  would  have  led  me,  with  e- 
qual  care  and  pleafure,  more  amply  to 
fulfill,  had  they  continued  under  my 
jurifdidlion.  But  as  providence  has 

thought  fit  otherwife  to  determine  con 
tented  1  fubmit  to  every  difpenfation, 
convinced  that  all  things  are  ordered  for 
the  bed,  and  will,  in  the  end,  work  toge 
ther  for  good  to  them  that  fear  God,  and 
fincerely  endeavour  to  keep  his  com 
mandments.  If  in  thefe  I  err,  I  am  cer 
tain  it  is  owing  toa  miftake  in  the  judge 
ment,  not  a  defect  of  the  will. 

THUS  have  I  endeavoured,  my  dear 
girl,  in  feme  meafure,  to  compenfate 
both  to  yon  and  your  fitters,  the  depri 
vation  of  a  cunftant  maternal  care,  by 
adviiing  you,  according  to  my  bed  abi- 
jity,  in  the  mod  material  parts  of  your 
conduct  through  life,  as  particularly  as 
the  compafs  of  a  letter  would  allow. 
May  thefe  few  instructions  be  as  fervice- 
abie  to  you,  as  my  wifhes  would  make 
them !  and  may  that  almighty  Being, 
to  whom  my  daily  prayers  alcend  for 
your  prefervation,  grant  you  his  hea 
venly  benediction,  keep  yon  from  all 
moral  evij,  lead  you  into  the  paths  of 

righteoufnefs 
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righte.uifnefs  and  peace;  ami  give  m 
ail  an  happy  meeting  in  thofe  regions 
of  an  unakerable  felicity,  prepared  for 
thofe  who,  by  patient  continuance  in  well- 
doing ,  feek  after  glory  and  immortality. 

SHOULD  any  of  you,  when  at  liberty 
to  follow  your  own  inclinations,  chffe 
to  write  to  me,  a  direction  to  be  left  at 
Mr.  Glutterbuck's  attorney  at  law,  at 
the  Bath,  will  always  fafcly  convey  a 
letter  to  my  hand. 

So  many  have  been  the  inflances  of 
falfehood  and  deceit  I  have  met  with^ 
where  they  were  lead  expected,  that  it 
may  juftify  a  precaution  againft  my 
name  being  hereafter  made  ufe  of,  with- 
out  my  knowledge  j  efpecialiy  as  my 
promife  of  a  future  letter  may  lay  a 
foundation  for  fueh  an  ar.em-pt,  1  hat 
future  letter  mult  contain  the  relation 
of  many  events,  which,  for  the  lake 
oi"  the  perion,  concerned  in  them,  I 
couid  wiih  (my  heart  being  really  void 
or  all  angry  ufentment)  there  was  no 
m-ceffity  of  making  public.  If  therefore 
1  can  find  a  ceriain  means  of  conveying 
the  narrative  to  your  brothers,  liiiers, 
and  youridf  only,  when  you  are  all  arri 
ved  at  a  proper  a^e  to  receive  and  un- 
deritand  it,  that  method  will  be  pre- 
H  2  f erred  \ 
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ferred  •,  if  not,  I  muft  again  have  recourfe 
to  this  channel.  Should  I,  before  that 
intended  period,  be  removed.*  from  this 
Itate  or  exiftence;  fo  neceffary  does  it 
appear  to  me  to  undeceive  the  minds 
of  my  children,  and  juftify  to  them, 
who  are  fo  nearly  concerned,  my  inju 
red  character;  that  the  manufcript  is  de- 
poiited  in  the  hands  of  a  friend,  en 
whom  1  can  faftly  depend  for  the  pu 
blication,  at  the  time  prefixed;  and 
who  has  alfo  fome  original  letters,  toge 
ther  with  an  order  from  me,  which 
will  be  fatisfadlory  vouchers  of  its  be 
ing  wrote  by  my  f  elf.  This  precaution 
will  effectually  kcure  you  from  the 
poillbility  of  being  impofed  upon,  by 
any  pretended  pofthumous  letter  of 
mine  ;  and,  whilft  1  live,  1  fhall  write  my 
name  to  whatever  is  by  me  addreffed 
to  any  of  you. 

DEPEND  upon  it,  therefore,  my  dear, 
moll  certainly,  that  1  am  not  the  au 
thor  of  any  epiftle  which  bears  not  the 
manual  ilgn  of 

Your  affectionate  mother, 
S.  PENNJNGTON. 
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In  two  LETTERS  to   the  Right  lion, 
my  Lady  HOWARD. 

BY    A    CLEF.  GYM  AN. 


The  PUBLISHER  to  the  READER. 


letter  of  religion  'which  is  here 
J  reprinted,  having  taken  a  courfe 
into  the  world,  by  being  translated  into 
feveral  modern  languages,  1  found  that 
a  very  particular  critical  obfervation  up 
on  it  was  annexed  to  the  French  tranfla- 
tion.  '1  his  letter  of  remarks  was  writ 
ten,  as  is  commonly  believed,  by  a  very 
learned  and  judicious  foreigner,  well 
known  in  England  for  his  great  (kill  in 
critical  learning.  1  have  published  a 
tranilationt  iercof  before  this  impreilion  ; 
omitting  what  he  wrote  concerning  his 
friend's  translation  of  the  letter  into 
French  5  well  hoping,  that  the  impartial 
H  3  judgement 
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judgement  of  fo  able  a  critic  may  delight 
the  reader,  and  recommend  the  book. 


The    PREFACE   to    the    F  R  E  N  c  H 
TRANSLATION. 

DO    not     know     whether   this 
fmall  treatife   will  meet   in    the 
world  with    more    critics  or    admirers; 
but  whatfoever  happens,  as  I  have  told 
you  already,  fo  I    tell    you   again,  that 
in     my  judgement    it   is    an   excellent 
book.     Should  any  one  convince  me  of 
the    contrary,   1  (hall    readily   renounce 
the  opinion  I  have  of  it.     But  as   1   am 
as  yet  perfuaded  that  this   fmall   treatife 
contains  nothing  but  what  is  every  way 
conformable  to  rtaion,  and  the  doctrine 
which  JVfus  (Thrift  came  to  preach  upon 
the  earth;  f o  I  am    ready  to    declare  as 
much  to  any  one  who  mall  afk    my  opi 
nion  herein.  I  am  always  uied  to    do    fo 
in  what  relates  to  any  important    truth; 
being  of  opinion,   that  a  man  cann>  t  be 
filent  on  iuch  an  occalion  without  betray 
ing  his  confciente. 

IF  1  am   not    miftaken,  the  defign  of 

our 
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our  author  was  to  nv.ke  appear,  that  the 
Chriftian  religion  ought  to   be    levelled 
and  accommodated  to  the  reach   of  thcr 
meaneft  capacity!    and    that    by   confe- 
quence  it  ought  not   to   be    confounded 
with  thole  fubtile  and  abftruie  queftions 
with  which  divines  make  Ib  great  a  noiie, 
and  npun  which  they  have  wrangled  for 
fo  many  ages.     This,  I  lay,  is    the    de- 
fign  which  the  author  of  this  work  pro- 
pofed  to  himftlf-,  and  in  which  (it  feems 
to  me)  he  has  very   happily   fucceeded; 
in  giving  us  a  true  and  faithful  deicrip- 
tion  of  religion,     fuch    as   Jelus   Chrift 
taught  mankind  ;  full   of  williom,   eafy 
to  be  explained,  and  every  way  adapted 
to  the  capacity  of  the    illiterate,  of   wo 
men,   and  of  the  meaneft  fort  of  people, 
that  is  to  fay,  of  the  greateft  part  of  man 
kind. 

SUPPOSING  then  that  religion  is  for 
the  ufe  of  the  vulgar  and  unlearned, 
whkhnoone,  I  believe,  will  be  fo  bold 
as  to  deny,  I  do  noi  lee  what  can  reaibn- 
ably  be  objected  againft  the  defign  of 
our  author,  or  his  manner  of  perform 
ance.  The  description  he  gives  us  of 
religion  represents  it  to  be  of  eafy  ex 
amination,  and  extremely  clear  and 
plain.  Now,  is  it  not  requifite  that  it 

mould 
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fhould  have  thefe  qualifications  to  be 
within  the  reach  of  the  greateft  part  of 
men?  who  being  neceffarily  obliged,  as 
our  author  obferves,  to  provide  tor  their 
own  and  families  neceffities,  to  perform 
the  common  duties  of  life,  cannot  apply 
themfelves  to  the  examination  of  a  reli 
gion  that  mould  be  hard  to  be  under- 
itcod,  or  requiring  a  long  examination. 

SHALL  we  objetf,  that  our  author  has 
forgot  feveral  famous  controverfies  in 
divinity?  But  if  thefe  controverfies 
make  any  part  of  religion,  we  mud 
then  retract  what  we  but  now  fuppoled, 
viz.  that  the  Chriftian  religion  ought  to 
be  for  the  ufe  of  the  fun  pie  and  illiterate, 
as  well  as  for  the  learned.  We  mull  then 
fay  that  religion  was  then  given  to  men 
only  to  exerciie  their  wit,  or  to  improve 
their  talent  in  difputing  with  one  ano 
ther;  whereas  if  we  may  believe  St. 
Paul,  God  revealed  it  to  us  to  teach 
us  tv>  put  away  our  ill  habits,  and  to  live 
foberly,  righteoufiy,  and  godly  in  this 
prefent  world. 

1  s  i  E  plainly,  that  to  judge  of  religion 
by  the  idea  which  the  apoftle  gives  us 
the  tot  in  that  place-,  it  is  admirably  cal 
culated  for  the  uie  of  ah  thole  pcrions 
who  are  incapable  of  a  long  application 

of 
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of  mind,  and  who  have  neither  penetra 
tion  nor  leifure  enough  to  give  up  them- 
felves  to  the  ftudy  of  curious  and  fub- 
tile  inquiries,  not  eafily  to  be  refolved. 
Bu  r  I  cannot  comprehend  how  the 
fame  judgement  can  be  made  of  the  con- 
troveriles  which  have  reigned  among  di 
vines  for  fo  long  atim-i  they  are  fo 
very  abftrufe,  that  even  among  thole 
who  make  it  their  ftudy  to  explain 
them  to  others,  there  are  but  few  who 
perfectly  comprehend  what  they  turn 
upon.  Vet  it  is. not  diffident  to  know 
well  the  knotty  part  of  the  queftion,  un- 
lefs  we  can  give  the  triu:  Ibiution  of  it. 
But  can  any  thing  be  more  difficult 
than  positively  and  abfoluteiy  to  deter 
mine  a  matter  among  fj  great  a  number 
of  different  opinions?  No  fooner  hath 
a  divine  pafied  his  judgement  upon  one 
of  tht-fe  controverik-s;  but  he  is  imme 
diately  oppofed  by  other  divines,  who 
give  quite  another  determination :  up 
on  which  otners  arife,  who  make  up  a 
third  party,  followed  by  a  fourth;  which 
being  contrary  to  all  three,  is  again  at- 
tackeU  by  frelh  combatants.  Now,  if  re 
ligion  fhould  con  fill  ot  fuch  controverfies 
as  thefe,  wru.t  will  become  of  the  poor 
illiterate  laity,  who  are  not  able  to  under- 

ftand 
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even  the  very  words  or  terms  made 
uie  of  in  thcfe  difputes?  Mil  it  poor 
country  people  adhere  10  their  curate's 
or  mimtter's  determination  blindly,  and 
without  comprehending  it? 

BUT  fuppofmg  that  we  could  under- 
Hand  our  divines  determinations  (of 
which  experience  fhewsus  the  contrary), 
is  that  fuliicient  to  give  u-s  a  right  to 
approve  of  them  ?  No  certainly  •,  tor  we 
muftalfo  underftand  the  reafons  of  their 
adverl  iries  :  and  then  having  compared 
the  ftrength  of  their  arguments  with 
that  of  our  divines,  we  are  to  embrace 
and  adhere  onlv  to  that  opinion  which 
fhall  appear  molt  agreeable  to  realbn. 
People  may  cavil  as  much  as  they  plcafe; 
but,  after  all,  this  is  a  matter,  which,  ac 
cording  t)  the  laws  or  juilicc  and  equi 
ty,  cannot  be  difpenfea  with.  You  and 
1  know  very  well  iuch  and  iuch  a  mini- 
fter,  who  preaches  every  day  againft  cer 
tain  heretics,  hath  never  leen  fo  much 
as  the  covers  of  their  bocks,  nor  known 
their  tides  ;  pray  ye  tell  me  how  can  we 
in  good  coniuence  determine  ourfclves 
upon  what  fuch  divines  mall  lay  to  the 
charge  of.  their  pretended  heretics? 
Should  we  approve  of  a  Mahometan  who 
woula  believe  all  that  a  faquir,  who  had 

never 
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never  read  the  gofptl,fhould  deliver  in  a 
mofque  againft  the  Chriftian  religion  ? 
The  cafe  is  exactly  parallel. 

You  will  perhaps  reply,  that  a  preach 
er  of  coruroveriy  does  not  only  etlablilh 
his  own  opinion,  but  at  the  fame  time 
he  confutes  that  of  his  adverfaries; 
and  though  he  has  not  read  their 
books,  yet  he  has  feen  pafTages  taken 
from  them  in  the  books  of  fome  learn 
ed  profeiTor  of  his  own  party.  But,  Sir, 
who  will  allure  you,  that  this  preach 
er,  or  proiefforhas  given  a  true  and  im 
partial  account  ot  the  opinions  which 
they  refute  ?  How  will  you  know  that 
they  do  not  difguife  or  fuppreis  fome  of 
the  bed  and  ftrongeft  of  their  adverfaries 
arguments?  We  lee  daily,  that  a  ftory,  in 
which  nobody  has  any  intereft,  is  changed 
end  falfified  as  it  pa'flcs  through  differ 
ent  mouths.  With  how  much  greater 
reafon  ought  we  to  fear  and  fufpect,  that 
a  man  who  undertakes  to  refute  another 
in  the  prefence  of  a  numerous  afiembly, 
will,  either  willingly  or  otherwife,  weak 
en,  as  much  as  poffible,  his  adverfary's 
reafons,  the  more  eafily  to  dcftroy  them, 
and  thereby  to  ft  cure  to  himfelf  the  ho 
nour  of  a  triumph?  Therefore  it  would 
be  an  act  of  great  temerity,  to  condemn 

thofe 
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thofe  of  whom  the  chiefs  of  any  party  are 
pleafed  to  ftyle  heretics  without  reading 

them. 

BESIDES,  though  our  divines^  and 
preachers  fhould  have  given  us  a  faith 
ful  account  of  their  arguments,  we  can 
not  condemn  them  upon  fuch  a  report 
without  being  guilty  of  the  greateft  par 
tiality  j  for  ajiKlge  that  mould  condemn 
a  man  upon  the  bare  report  of  his  ad\er- 
fary,  without  ever  hearing  what  he  could 
fay  in  his  ow:>  defence,  is  an  unjuft  judge, 
though  in  reality  his  fentence  be  accor 
ding  to  juflicc.  An  heathen  poet  hath 
fmce  told  us  that, 

alt  quid  f  art  e  incudita  altera,  ^ 
licet  Jiatuer  it  >  baud  <eyius  fuerit. 

IF  the  heathens  have  known,  by  the 
fole  light  of  nature,  that  nobody  ou^ht 
to  be  condemned,  without  having  been 
heard,  how  can  we  difpenfe  with  our 
felves  for  not  obferving  that  rule  which 
Jcfus  Chrift  himfclf  hath  taught  us  m 
thefeexprefs  terms,  Judge  wt,  tkat  ye  'Is 
not  judged  ? 

lr  may  poilibly  be  replied  by  fome 
good  perions,  that  precautions  are  by 
no  means  io  neccfiary  in  the  church  as 

2  i[i 
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in  the  civil  Hate,  becaufe  divines  have 
fuch  tender  consciences,  as  not  to  dif- 
guife  or  weaken  the  ftrength  and  fenfe 
of  their  adverfaries  reaions.  But,  alas! 
they  know  little  of  the  world  who  talk 
after  this  manner.  We  need  but  hear 
divines  themfelves  in  order  to  be  con- 
vined,  that  it  is  not  fafe  at  all  to  depend 
upon  their  fidelity. 

FOR  without  running  back  into  the 
hiflory  of  the  firft  ages,  when  the  bi- 
fhops,  true  court-weather-cocks,  turned 
about  with  every  little  wind,  to  conform 
themfelves  to  the  pleafure  of  the  prince  ; 
I  lay,  without  running  backfo  far,  do  we 
not  every  day  hear  the  divines  complain 
ing  of  their  adverfaries  unfaithfulnefs, 
reproaching  one  another  for  being  made 
to  fpeak  againft  their  own  minds,  for 
horrible  opinions,  for  odious  and  deteft- 
able  confequences  imputed  to  them, 
fuch  as  they  never  once  dreamed  of? 
Nor  are  thcfe  reproaches  to  be  found 
only  among  divines  of  different  commu 
nions  •,  but  even  they  of  the  fame  party, 
whenever  divided  about  the  explication 
of  fome  particular  text  or  doclrine,  do 
the  fame  thing.  One  may  fee  them  in 
fuch  a  cafe  falling  upon  one  another 
with  greater  rage  and  fury,  than  if  they 
I  were 
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were  writing  againft  the  profetfed  ene 
mies  of  their  fociety.  We  hear  of  no 
thing  but  raife  imputations,  imperfect 
quotations,  and  malignant  reflections, 
Ard  if  we  believe  the  reciprocal  com 
plaints  of  each  party,  we  fhall  find  rea- 
fan  to  conclude,  that 

One's  in  the  right,  and 
T'other  is  not  wrong. 

FURTHERMORE,  divines  who  meet 
together  to  examine  thcfe  fcandaious 
quarrels  of  their  brethren,  and  put  an 
end  to  the  difpute  by  a  definitive  decree 
or  fentence  ;  divines,  I  fay,  fo  affembled, 
\vreft  and  difguife  the  ientiments  of  one 
of  the  parties,  and  make  them  fpeak 
another  fenfe  than  what  was  really  theirs. 
The  ,  late  difference  between  Monfieur 
Saurin  and  Monfieur  Jurieu  will  here 
prefent  itfelf  to  my  memory  whether  I 
will  or  no.  I  leave  it  to  you  to  make 
the  application.  One  needs  only  to 
read  the  prefaces  of  thefe  two  famous 
antagonifts,  to  be  fully  convinced,  that 
he  would  do  himfelf  an  injury  to  place 
a  blind  and  implicit  dependence  on  the 
truth  and  fidelity  of  divines,  whether 
apart  or  in  convocation,  and  this  accor 
ding  to  their  own  confedion. 

THE  conclulion  from  what  has  been 

fatf, 
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faid,  is  this,  that  religion  does  not  con- 
fift  in  thole  fubtile  and  abftrufe  queflions 
about  which  divines  have  been  divided 
in  their  opinions  for  fo  many  ages,  fince 
the  common  people  do  not  underftand 
them,  and  are  in  an  abfolute  incapacity 
ever  to  do  fo.  For  does  not  Jefus  Chriit 
exprefsly  declare,  that  he  came  to  preach 
the  gofpel  to  the  poor  ?  From  whence 
it  neceflarily  follows,  that  his  doctrine, 
ought  to  be  proportionate  to  their  capa 
cities  •,  and  fuch  it  is  in  effect,  as  any 
one  may  fee  plainly,  by  reading  over 
the  gofpel  j  as  the  author  of  this  -book 
hath  in  few  words  clearly  made  out. 

WE  may  conclude  alfo  from  hence, 
that  we  ought  to  take  care,  that  we 
make  not  ourfelves  a  party  with  divines, 
by  ficling  in  their  paffionate  contefts, 
fince  it  is  not  in  our  power  perfeftly  to 
know  the  differences  between  them : 
there  being  no  danger  in  a  man's  for 
bearing  to  give  his  judgement  upon  thofe 
matters,  which  he  does  not  underlie  nd  j 
but  we  cannot  lawfully  condemn  both 
the  opinions  of  a  man,  and  the  man 
himfelf,  (for  in  true  divinity  thefe  two 
go  all  together),  without  juft  and  cogent 
reafons  moving  us  fo  to  do.  This  is  vi- 
fibly  expofing  ourfelves  to  the  fame  pu- 
I  2  nifnments 
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nifhments  which  we  judge  to  be  due  to 
them  whom  we  condemn  fo  ralhly  -9 
that  is,  if  we  damn  a  man  for  holding 
fuch  or  fuch  opinions,  which  we  our- 
felves,  by  our  own  ftudy  and  diligence, 
could  not  be  thoroughly  acquainted 
with,  have  we  not  reaion  to  fear  left 
v/e  alfo  mould  incur  the  fame  damna 
tion  tor  pafling  fo  rafli  and  hafty  a  judge 
ment  ?  The  declaration  which  Jcfus 
Chrift  hath  made  us  in  this  cafe  cannot 
be  more  exprefs  than  it  is  •,  Judge  not, 
(faith  that  divine  preacher),  tbat  you 
b-e  not  judged  •,  for  with  what  judgement  ycu 
judge,  you  flail  be  judged.  And  with  what 
meafure  you  mete,  it  frail  be  meted  to  you 
ag(-in,  Marth.  vii.  i.  *. 

To  be  able  to  pronounce  decifivdy 
upon  the  difputes  of  divines,  one  muft 
plunge  himfclf  over  head  in  reading  a 
great  many  large  volumes,  full  of  bar 
barous  and  unintelligible  terms,  and  al 
fo  of  intricate  and  endlefs  queftions. 
But  our  profeffion  does  not  allow  us  fo 
to  play  away  our  time  :  let  us  not  then 
concern  curfeives  in  judging  of  fuch 
eontroverlies,  but  rather  leave  to  the 
divines  the  forry  comfort  of  difputing 
eternally  and  bitterly  againft  thofe  who 
contradict  them.  Lam  in  doubt  whe 
ther 
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ther  they  will  fave  themfelves  by  thofe 
means  -,  but  this  I  am  fare  of,  that  we 
fhould  run  the  rifk  of  loling  ourfdves, 
ifwefhould  fecond  them  in  their  paf- 
fionate  contefts  ;  not  knowing  why,  or 
for  what  caufe  we  do  fo.  It  is  fulficient 
for  us  to  fatisfy  ourfelves  with  the  know 
ledge  of  God's  will,  as  it  is  clearly  re 
vealed  to  us  in  the  gofpel.  .Let  us  en 
deavour  all  we  can  to  put  it  in  practice  : 
let  us  love  one  another,  and  do  unto  c- 
thers  as  we  would  they  fhould  do  unto 
us  :  let  us  live  without  envying,  being 
contented  with  that  (late  OT  life  which 
God  lias  been  pleaied  to  callus  to;  and 
let  us  labour  in  earnell  to  correct  in  our 
felves  what  we  find  ainifs,  and  to  make 
continual  improvements  in  virtue  •,  and 
by  this  means,  when  this  life  is  ended, 
to  iecure  to  ourfelves  the  pofleffion  of  an 
eternal  happinefs.  7  his  is  properly  our 
bufinefs  -,  and  it  is  no  fmall  work  ii  we 
acquit  ourfelves  therein  as  we  ought  to  doc 
HAVING  thus  freely  given  you  my 
thoughts  cnncern^ng  divines  ana  their 
difputes,  1  perceive  that  i  have  fpoken 
in  too  general  a  manner  We  mult  give 
every  one  his  due.  It  is  not  true  that 
all  divines  are  equally  infatuated  with 
theological  com  rove r(ujs.  'I  her^  are 
fome  who  fay  with  St.  J*mes,  that  'jure 
1  3  religion- 
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religion^  and  undefiled  before  God,  is  to  vi- 
fit  the  fatkerlefs  and  tke  widows ',  and  to 
keap  himfelf  unfpotted  from  the  world. 
Such  is  the  author  of  the  J  ,ady's  Reli 
gion  •,  for  he  is  a  divine  of  the  church 
of  England.  You  know  it  no  other- 
wife,  than  by  the  title,  which  oftentimes 
is  deceitful  :  but  I  was  informed  fo  by 
a  learned  Englifh  gentleman,  who  writ 
to  rm  from  London,  and  afTured  me  of 
it  as  of  a  known  and  unquestionable 
truth. 

GIVE  me  leave  to  add  one  word  more 
up'»n  the  occaiion  of  writing  this  book. 
You  mud  know  that  the  author  being 
confulted  by  rhe  Lady  Howard,  upon 
the  manner  of  preparing  one's  felf  for 
the  holy  communion,  took  occafion 
from  thence  to  draw  this  excellent  por 
traiture  of  the  chnftian  religion,  to  the 
end  th;.t  he  might  fhcw  what  are  the  du 
ties  which  its  profeflion  obliges  us  to  at 
all  t  mes,  both  before,  at,  and  after  our 
preparing  for  that  holy  ceremony.  Do 
you  not  admire  this  aniwer  ?  For  my 
part,  I  am  of  opinion,  chat  our  author 
could  not  have  given  a  more  excellent 
proof  of  his  folid  judgement,  and  the 
knowledge  he  hath  of  the  true  nature 
and  genius  of  religion.  The  moft  part 
of  men  reduce  religion  to  fome  particu 
lar 
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lar  acts  of  devotion,  praftifed  at  certain 
fet  times  ;  but  they  are  grolsly  miflaken  : 
Religion  does  not  conlift  in  certain  for 
malities,  depending  on  certain  times  and 
places,  but  in  a  conllant  habit  of  watch 
ing  over  our  conduct,  of  conquering 
our  paflions,  and  ftudying  incefiantly  to 
grow  m  ;re  and  more  virtuous,  This  is 
what  your  author  has  happily  made 
good,  and  wherein  he  has  given  us  fuch 
excellent  direcli  ,ns,  which,  if  fenouily 
applied  to  and  praciifed,  will  be  of 
great  ufe  and  fervice,  in  the  reformati 
on  of  manners.  This,  in  my  judgement, 
is  one  of  the  belt  performances  in  his 
treatife. 


A  LADY's  RELIGION. 
LETTER    I. 

MADAM, 

SINCE  God  has  been  pleafed  to  in 
cline  your  heart  to  an  early  and 
ferious   inquiry  after  religion,  fo 
that  you  are  fincerely  deiirous  to  know 
the  will  of  God,  in  order  to  do  it,  I 
heartily  wifh  you  had  laid  your  com 

mands 
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mands  upon  one  more  able  to  afTiftyou, 
than  I  am ;  who,  being  bred  up  in  an 
age  of  fpecnlation  and  controverfy,  have 
acidified  myfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  divinity 
more  perhaps  than  to  the  practice  of  re 
ligion  ;  and  have  been  (I  pray  God  for 
give  me)  more  defirous  to  furnifli  my 
head  with  notions  than  my  heart  with 
good  inclinations.  I  thought  myfelf, 
by  my  profeffion,  chiefly  engaged  in  a 
ftudy  how  to  defend  the  church  by  law 
cflablithed  again  ft  all  difienters,  rather 
than  to  promote  the  common  caule  of 
ferious  piety  ;  and  whilft,  by  the  ilrange 
unaccountable  genius  of  this  age,  I 
have  been  led  afide  to  mix  the  ftudy  of 
politics  with  that  of  religion,  I  have 
been  bufily  aififting  the  office  of  a  mini- 
fler  of  ftate,  rather  than  doing  the  good 
work  of  a  minifter  of  Jcfus  Chrift. 

Now  although  it  has  pleafed  God  to 
make  me  in  fome  meafurc  fenfible  of 
thofe  by-paths,  in  which  i  have  fome- 
times  walked,  to  the  hinderance  of  that 
duty  unto  which  1  ought  entirely  to  have 
devoted  myfelf;  yet  I  am  apt  to  fear 
left  thofe  prejudices  and  undue  prepof- 
feflions  of  mind  may  ftiil  i  cm  tin  within 
me,  by  which  I  mail  be  pri  verued  from 
giving  your  ladyihip  fuch  an  idea  of  re- 
ligion,  as  is  fliort,  plain,  and  pure,  free 

from 
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from  ftiperftitious  appendages,  and  fepa- 
rate  from  every  "by-intereft. 

But  without  doubt  fuch  as  this  is  the 
true  fpirit  of  the  Chriitian  religion,  e- 
very  line  whereof  diredtly  tends  to  make 
us  eafy  within  ourfelves,  kind  and  com 
fortable  to  one  another  here,  and  happy 
with  God  hereafter. 

That  our  holy  religion  is  a  wife  ipfti- 
tution,  will  be  evident  to  any  one  who 
confiders  that  God  is  its  author,  whofe 
wifJom  appears  in  all  his  works.  Thus 
the  frame  of  vifible  nature  being  agree 
ably  fet  together-,  and  having  each  part 
of  it  fuited  to  ufeful  and  proper  ends, 
demonftrates  idelf  to  be  the  work  of 
divine  wifdom :  in  like  manner  the 
whole  plan  of  pure  religion,  having  al- 
fo  its  parts  fuitable  to  each  other,,  and 
every  one  of  them  agreeably  let  to  the 
fame  good  and  greau  de-'gn  of  the 
whole,  does  thereby  prove  itielf  to  be 
the  contrivance  of  an  all-wife  God. 

And  hereby  the  wifdom  of  the  Chri- 
flian  religion  will  particularly  appear, 
becaufc  every  part  of  it  tends  to  pro 
mote  the  univerfal  good  of  mankind  ; 
for  which  reafon  the  divine  founder 
thereof  was  named  Jefus,  that  is,  Savi 
our,  becaufe  his  only  defign  was  to  fave 

us 
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us  from  the  prevailing  power  of  fin,  and 
from  thofe  miferies  in  which  that  evil 
power  would  involve  us. 

THUS  temperance  promotes  our 
health,  judice  in  our  dealings  prevents 
us  from  fuilaining  the  revenges  of  the 
injured,  and  gains  us  trud  among  men, 
with  all  the  benefits  which  arife  from 
thence.  Charity,  by  promoting  the 
common  good  of  others,  draws  back 
their  love  and  affedion  to  ourfelves ; 
while  patience  preferves  quiet  within 
our  own  breads,  and  felf-denial,  by  re- 
draining  our  extravagant  appetites,  e~ 
dablifhes  the  jud  power  or  reafon  over 
us  :  thereby  fitting  us  for  all  conditions 
of  life  ;  and  thus  the  law  of  Chriit  an- 
fwers  to  the  character  of  wifdom,  by  its 
agrecablenefs  to  the  bed  defign  of  God 
in  the  chiefed  good  of  man  :  and  upon 
this  account  Solomon  charactered  the  i- 
dea  of  religion  under  the  name  of  wif 
dom. 

BESIDE  thefe  moral  duties,  there  are 
feveral  threats  of  God's  judgements,  and 
promifes  of  his  favour  contained  in 
Chrid's  inditution  -,  the  former  were 
wifely  defigned  to  redrain  us  from  im 
moralities,  which  are  our  greated  fol 
lies  ;  and  the  latter,  to  engage  us  in  the 

practice 
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practice  of  virtue,  which  is  our  greateft 
wifdom :  the  threatenings  prepare  the 
way  for  the  promifes,  and  qualify  us  to 
receive  them  ;  inafmuch  as  they  fhake 
off  our  affections  from  ill  objects,  in  or 
der  for  the  promiies  to  fix  them  upon 
good  ones.  \Ye  muft  needs  ceafe  to  do 
evil,  before  we  can  learn  to  do  well. 

Now,  although  a  due  conflderation  of 
the  divine  nature  will  carry  us  on  to  the 
belief  of  a  future  Mate,  in  which  he  who 
is  in  perfection  the  bed  of  all  beings, 
will  diftinguifh  the  good  from  the  bad 
by  ample  rewards  and  juft  punifhments; 
yet,  becaufe  every  one's  capacity  may 
not  be  fufficicnt  to  make  this  wife  rer'ec- 
tion,  therefore  jefus  Chrift  was  pltaled 
(as  the  gofpcl  phrafcs  it)  to  bring  life 
and  immortality  to  light ;  /.  e.  to  give 
the  world  full  ailuranceof  a  future  ilate, 
in  which  the  juft  God  will  diftinguifh 
men  hereafter,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  they 
fhall  diftinguifh  themfelves  here  :  and  it 
is  the  wifdom  of  every  one  to  preferve 
this  belief  in  his  heart,  and  bear  it  al 
ways  about  him,  becanfe  it  is  the  mod 
awful  monitor  againft  our  committing 
folly,  and  yields  the  ftroRgeft  encou 
ragement  to  virtue. 

F&o  M  what  has  been  faid,  your  la- 
lady  fhip 
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dyfhip  fees  firft  what  is  meant  by  faving 
a  foul,  viz.  to  deliver  it  from  vitious 
habits,  and  feartul  punifhments,  the  fa 
tal  confequents  of  fuch  habits  :  and  by 
cftablifhing  virtue  therein,  to  recom 
mend  it  to  the  favour  of  God  :  and  fe- 
condly,  that  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  was 
defigned  to  this  very  end  •,  and  its  ten 
dency  hereunto  is  its  wifdom.  And, 
thirdly,  from  hence  you  alfo  perceive 
in  what  refpecl  faith  in  Jefus  Chrift  is 
faid  to  fave  us,  viz,  becauie  this  faith 
is  our  receiving  the  Chriftian  morals  for 
the  rule  of  our  lives,  and  the  threats 
and  promifes  contained  in  the  gofpel, 
for  the  outward  motives  of  our  praclice 
according  to  that  rule. 

And  from  thefe  three  confiderations, 
fummed  up  together,  you  may  examine 
all  the  various  pretences  which  differing 
churches  and  communions  make  to  the 
purity  of  Chriftian  faith,  fo  as  to  form 
a  right  judgement  of  them  •,  for  that 
communion  which  manifefts  itfelf  to 
have  no  other  defign,  than  to  a/lift  its 
members  in  faving  their  fouls  from  the 
power  of  fin,  by  the  morals  and  motives 
aforementioned,  is  certainly  the  pureft 
church;  and  that  faith  which  has  no  o- 
ther  tendency,  is  the  pureft  faith.  So 

that 
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that  if  you  form  yourfelf  upon  this  prin 
ciple,  you  may  pals  by  all  nice  fpecula- 
tiohs,  or  profound  rnyiteries,  which  have 
no  direct  tendency  to  improve  your  mo 
rals,  without  any  hazard  of  falvation. 

SECONDLY,  As  the  Chriftian  inftitu- 
tion  is  wifely  practical,  fo  it  is  plain  ;  or, 
in  other  words,  we  may  fay,  that  as  the 
wifdom  of  the  Chriftian  religion  appears, 
firft,  by  its  being  practical,  fo  it  ap 
pears,  fecondly,  by  being  plain.  The 
obfcure  anfwers  which  were  given  out 
from  the  old  Heathen  oracles,  are  now 
known  to  have  proceeded  from  the  indi- 
reclnefs  of  a  defigning  prieftnood  ;  who 
to  maintain  their  pretence  of  foretelling 
what  mail  come  to  pafs,  fent  back  all 
thofe  who  came  to  inquire  after  future 
events,  with  doubtful  and  uncertain  an 
fwers.  And  it  has  been  the  obfervation 
of  wife  men,  that  when  any  one  affects 
to  be  dark  and  myfterious  in  his  con- 
verfation,  cither  he  has  fome  indirect 
defign  in  fo  doing,  or  elfe  whilft  he 
makes  an  oftentation  of  wifdom,  he  does 
in  reality  but  difcover  his  folly. 

Now,  the  wifdom  of  God  cannot  be 
conceived  to  aim  at  any  other  defign  in 
communicating  itfclf  to  us,  than  the  in 
formation  of  our  minds  in  the  nature  of 
K  good 
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good  and  evil,  and  in  this  order  to  di 
rect  our  choice:  and  all  inftruftion  muft 
of  neceffity  be  plain  ;  fince  it  is  by- 
things  eafy  and  familiar,  fuch  as  at  firft 
fight  we  may  apprehend,  whereby  we 
can  be  led  on  to  the  knowledge  of  mat 
ters  more  remote.and  difficult:  .but  ob- 
fcure  and  unintelligible  doctrines  can 
have  no  effect  upon  us  befide  unprofita 
ble  amufement;  and  whatfoeveris  by  the 
wifdom  of  God  laid  put  of  our  reachs 
can  be  no  part  of  our  concern. 

FARTHER,  to  what  end  did  he  give 
us  intellectual  faculties  ?  Surely  not  to  a- 
mufe,  but  to  improve  us,  by  enabling 
us  thoroughly  to  underftand  each  part 
gf  our  holy  religion,  which  directly  tends 
to  that  end,  viz.  our  moral  improvement : 
as  you  will  foon  perceive,  if  you  reduce 
the  Chnftian  inftitution  to,  its  general 
heads;  which\are  thefe. 

FIRST,  A  narration  of  matters  of  fact. 

SECONDLY,  A  declaration  of  moral 

laws. 

.THIRDLY,  A  revelation  of  fuch  mo 
tives  as  are  proper  to  inforce  this  law 
upon  our  minds.  And, 

FOURTHLY,  Serious  exhortations  to 
refrefh  our  memories  with  our  duty, 
and  earneftly  to  recommend  it  to  our 
pradice. 

FIRST, 
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FIRST,  Your  Ladyfhip  fees,  that  the 
matters  of  fact  contained  iri'the  four  go* 
fpels,  and  the  ads  of  the  apoftles,  (viz-. 
the  travels  and  tranfadions  of  Chrift 
and  his  difciples),  are  fo  plainly  related, 
that  you  underftand  the  relation  as  eafi- 
ly  as  you  read  it.  And,  fecondly,  all 
laws  muft  be  plain,  becaufe  they  are  di- 
redions.  Now,  obfcure  directions  are 
but  delufions.  And  laws  which  are  du 
bious  and  difficult  to  be  undcrftood,  are 
traps  and  mares.  And,  thirdly,  it  is  as 
neceflary  that  motives  mould  be  very  in 
telligible,  becauie  their  dellgn  is  to 
work  ftrongly  upon  our  wills,  by  con 
vincing  our  underftand  ings.  Add  to 
this,  fourthly,  that  myftical  and  unin 
telligible  exhortations  are  ridiculous, 
upon  which  account  St,  Paul  forbade 
religious  exercifes  to  be  performed  in  an 
unknown  tongue. 

Now,  as  the  four  gofpels  and  ads  of 
the  apoitles  contain  the  matters  of  fad, 
laws,  and  motives-,  io  the  epiitles  con 
tain  exhortations  to  fericulhefs  and  pie 
ty,  arifing  from  the  laws,  fads,  and 
motives  before  mentioned :  and  I  take 
thefe  books  to  be -fufficient-ly  comprehen* 
five  of  the  inftitutions  and  ordinances 
of  Jefus  Chrift  j  which  ought  indeed  to 
K  2  be 
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be  eafily  intelligible,  becanfe  they  con- 
cern  the  poor,  weak,  and  unlettered  peo 
ple  as  much  as  the  learned. 

NOR  can  1  fee  that  the  doctrine  of 
Chrift  was  by  him,  or  his  apoftles,  de 
livered  firft  of  all  into  the  hands  of  the 
learned,  to  be  by  them  conveyed  into 
the  minds  of  the  ignorant:  but,  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  manifeft,  that  our  Saviour 
directed  both  his  difcourfes  and  ad  ions 
immediately  to  the  common  people,  as 
well  as  to  the  fcribe  •,  and  in  like  manner 
did  his  difciples  addrefs  their  preachings 
and  writings. 

FROM  all  this  difcourfe,  'concerning 
the  clearnefs  of  Chrift's  inftitution,  you 
may  Ipare  yourfelf  the  needlefs  trouble 
of  reading  abllrufe  and  myfterious  points 
of  divinity.  Nor  need  you  fuffer  your 
felf  to  be  amufed  with  the  pretended 
dec-p  fpeculations  of  profound  men, 
when  you  have  the  plain  directions  of  a 
wile  and  a  good  God  before  you,  in  fol 
lowing  whereof  you  fhali  meet  with  great 
reward. 

THIRDLY,  The  Chriltian  inftitution 
is  (hurt.  True  and  genuine  religion  has 
always  been  fummed  up,  and  gathered 
together  into  a  narrow  compafs,  by 
thofe  who  beft  understood  it.  Thus  Mi- 
cah  (vi.  8.)  fpeaking  of  God,  faith,  He 

bath 
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hath  Jh  ~wn  tbee,  0  man,  what  is  good ; 
and  ivhat  doth  the  Lord  thy  God  re  quire  of 
tbee,  but  to  do  jtiftice^  to  love  mercy, 
and  to  walk  humbly  with  thy  God?  And 
our  Saviour  fums  up  the  whole  law  in 
our  love  to  God,  and  our  neighbour; 
and,  in  another  place,  includes  the 
whole  fcope  of  the  law  and  the  prophets, 
in  this  one  rule,  Whatfoever  ye  would 
that  men  fhould  do  unto  you,  even  ib 
do  ye  unto  them;  hereby  directing  us 
to  make  a  right  ufe  of  that  reafon  which 
God  eftablifhed  as  his  oracle  in  our 
breads;  to  which" we  may  at  all  times 
refort,  and  from  whence  we  may  be  re- 
folved  in  fuch  cafes  as  concern  our  du 
ty  to  one  another. 

FOR  as  by  confulting  your  own  rea 
fon,  you  know  wherein  you  are  juftly 
dealt  with,  and  wherein  you  receive 
wrong  ;  when  you  are  kindly  ufed,  and 
when  otherwife ;  fo  from  the  fame  prin 
ciple  of  reafon  you  cannot  but  know- 
when  you  deal  juftly  or  wrongfully,  and 
when  you  do  kind  or  ill  offices,  to  ano 
ther.  This  one  fhort  comprehenfive  rule 
taking  for  its  foundation  the  equality  of 
mankind,  in  refpect  of  their  common 
nature,  renders  religion  itfelf  a  matter 
fenfibleunto  us. 

K  3 
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FOR  I  can  feel  the  wound  of  a  fliarp 
flanderous  tongue  as  fenfibly  as  that  of  a 
fword  •,  I  can  feel  the  wrongs  done  to 
myfelf  and  family,  and  am  as  much  fen- 
fibleof  the  benefits  I  enjoy  from  thejuft 
and  kind  dealings  of  thole  with  whom 
I  am  concerned ;  and  hereby  I  am  in 
the  fhorteft  and  plaineft  way  admonifh- 
ed  of  my  behaviour  to  others:  and  if 
this  one  fnorc  rule  were  reduced  to  prac 
tice,  the  (late  of  paradife  would  be  re- 
itored,  and  we  (hould  enjoy  a  heaven 
upon  earth. 

FOR  hereby,  firft,  all  perfecutions  for 
conference  fake,  which  have  occafioned 
fuch  violent  difurdtrs,  and  vail  effufion 
of  blood,  would  be  at  an  end,  becaufe 
every  one  who  has  any  confcience,  would 
mod  willingly  preferve  it  free  from  the 
impofkiens  of  men  in  the  worfhip  of 
God.  To  compel  men  by  fire  and  fag 
got  to  partake  even  of  a  delicious  enter 
tainment,  is  a  favage  fort  of  hofpitality. 

SECONDLY,  All  factions  in  any  ftate 
would  be  at  an  end,  if  every  member 
thereof  were  contented,  that  every  one 
of  his  fellow-members,  who  was  not  an 
enemy  to  the  government,  might,  having 
equal  pretence  of  merit,  enjoy  equal 
privileges  with  himfelf. 

THIRDLY, 
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THIRDLY,  The  occafions  of  war  and 
law-fairs  would  be  taken  away;  fince 
nothing  but  manifeft  wrong  can  be  the 
juft  caufe  of  either, 

AND,  fourthly,  there  would  be  no 
private  quarrels  and  uneafmefs  among 
neighbours-,  fince  by  this  rule  of  doing 
as  we  would  be  done  unto,  all  rafh  cen- 
fures,  lharp  reflections,  and  ungrounded 
fufpicions  and  jealoufies  which  are  the 
feeds  of  private  aniniofities,  are  taken  a- 
way.  And  hereby  we  may  expecl  a 
plentiful  (tore  of  God's  blefFmgs  amon£r 
us,  who  will  meafuri  out  his  kindnefs 
to  us  in  the  fame  manner  as  we  meafure 
out  ours  to  one  another. 

THE  reafon  why  religion  mould  be 
.both  a  fhort  and  plain  inftitution,  will 
appear  if  you  confider  the  common  cir- 
cumftances  and  conditions  of  men  in  this 
world.  For  though  your  Lady  (hip  and 
many  more  have  leifure  enough  to  read 
and  digeft  whole  volu mes of  ufeful know 
ledge  (if  there  are  any  fuch) ;  yet  the 
greateft  part  of  mankind  being  necefla- 
rily  employed  in  making  daily  provifions 
for  themfelves  and  families,  and  dif- 
charging  the  common  offices  of  life  can 
not  attend  to  any  religious  inflitution 
which  is  either  difficult  or  tedious. 

IT 
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IT  is  certain,  that  the  whole  life  of 
man  is  not  fufficient  for  him  to  read  all 
the  controverfies  which  have  been  writ 
ten  upon  pretence  of  religion;  but  it-  is 
as  certain  that  God  never  lays  on  us  a 
greater  tafk  than  what  he  affords  us 
both  abilities  and  opportunities  to  per 
form  :  wherefore  we  may  conclude, 
that  fince  the  duties  of  religion  are  laid 
in  common  upon  all,  the  poor  day-la 
bourer  muft  have  ability  and  opportu 
nity  fuiTicient  to  inftruct  himfeif  therein, 
without  hindering  the  conftant  work  of 
his  calling.  And  in  all  this  the  wifdorn 
and  goodnefs  of  God  are  made  known, 
by  adapting  our  duties  to  our  circum- 
ftances  of  life. 

FROM  hence  you  may  fave  yourfelf 
the  trouble  of  reading  the  long  and  te 
dious  difputes,  which  with  fuch  intem 
perate  zeal  are  always  in  agitation  a- 
monor  the  feveral  parties  of  ChrifHans. 
Indeed  the  true  Chnftian  inflitution  be 
ing  fhort,  it  cannot  admit  of  being  fpun 
out  into  long  controverfies:  and  though 
1  have  read  many  books  of  controverfial 
divinity,  1  do  not  remember  that  I  have 
met  with  any  one  controverfy  about  the 
matter  of  mere  religion  •,  as  whether  I 
fhould  maintain  in  my  heart  a  high  reve 
rence 
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rence  and  veneration  for  almighty  God  ? 
whether  I  ought  to  walk  before  him  in 
fmcerity  and  uprightneis?  whether  or  no 
1  fhould  be  thankful  to  him  for  all  the 
benefits  which  I  have  received  from  him  ? 
whether  I  fhall  iubmit  to  his  will  with 
patience,  and  endeavour  to  govern  my 
paifions  to  bring  them  to  a  due  mode 
ration  and  temper,  by  making  them 
fubject  to  the  law  of  re  a  ion  ?  whether  I 
fhould  be  true  to  my  promife,  juft  in 
my  dealings,  charitable  to  the  poor,  and 
fmcere  in  my  devotions?  wiiether  I 
fhould  be  temperate  and  fober,  modeft 
and  chalte,  and  demean  myiett  in  an 
humble,  civil,  and  agreeable  manner  to 
wards  thofe  with  whom  1  converfe  ? 
whether  I  mould  be  heartily  forry  when 
I  come  Ihort  of  my  du.y,  and  mould  be 
watchful  in  the  denial  of  my  irregular 
appeutes,  paifions,  and  evil  inclinations 
for  the  future  ?  in  fhort,  it  has  not  (that 
I  know  of)  been  ditputed  whether  ju- 
flice,  benignity,  mreknefs,  charity,  mo 
deration,  patience,  and  fobriety,  fhould 
be  received  into  our  affedions  ?  or  whe 
ther  we  mould  love  God  and  our  neigh 
bour?  Orthodoxy  of  faith  is  made  the 
pretence  of  controverfy,  but  the  one 
thing  neceflary  is  orthodoxy  of  practice. 

I 
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I  know  your  lady  (hip  will  not  be  plea-* 
fed  with  a  dilcourie  upon  the  fubjecl  of 
religion,  unlefs  devotion  have  its  due 
place  in  it;  nor  ought  it  indeed  to  be 
left  out,  becaufe  thankfulnefs  is  a  ne- 
cellary  part  of  religion,  and  prayer  is 
the  prefervative  of  the  whole.  A  frequent 
repetition  of  our  thanks  for  all  the  bene 
fits  we  enjoy,  preferves  in  our  minds 
the  confideration  of  God,  as  the  greateft 
and  bed  of  beings;  and  thereby  nou- 
rifhes  veneration  and  gratitude.  In  like 
manner,  prayer  for  pardon  of  fin, 
and  prefervation  of  our  perfons,  is  a  con*, 
ftant  recognition  of  the  mercy  and  boun 
ty  of  God.  But  prayer  againft  the  power 
of  fin,  is  the  actual  withdrawing  of  our 
inciinarons  from  evil;  and  prayer  for 
any  grace  is  an  actual  application  of  our 
minds,  to  attain  the  particular  virtue  for 
which  we  pray. 

Now,  although  I  would  not  advife 
you  againft  let  hours  and  forms  of  devo 
tion,  either  private  or  public  «3  yet  I 
would  rather  recommend  a  fort  of  habi 
tual  and  occasional  devotion,  as  very 
proper  to  preferve  the  ilrongeft  impref- 
lions  of  religion  upon  your  mind. 

IT  may  be  obferved,that  many  who 
are  very  punclual  Ln  keeping,  to  their 

exacl 
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exact  times  and  forms  of  devotion,  have 
fallen  fhort  of  any  vifible  improvement 
in  virtue.  The  fame  pride,  forwardnefs, 
falfehood,  covetoufhefs,  and  bitternefs 
of  fpirit,  have  appeared  in  many  who 
have  been  conilant  frequenters  of  the 
public  as  well  as  clolet  forms  of  prayer; 
as  if  God  had  not  been  in  all  their 
thoughts.  The  reafon  whereof  feems  to 
be,  becaufe  their  formal  petitions  fuper- 
fede  their  habitual  endeavours.  Men 
are  apt  to  think,  that  fince  they  fpend 
iji  every  day  fuch  a  portion  of  time  in 
prayer,  they  have  done  all  their  part  : 
and  fo  they  leave  God  almighty  to  take 
qare  of  the  event.  And  this  is  indeed  ail 
we  can  do  when  we  make  our  petitions 
to  our  benefactors  ..upon  earth,  viz.  offer 
up  our  requefts  to  them,  either  by  word 
or  writing,  and  then  only  expect  their 
anfwer. 

BUT  it  is  otherwife  with  relation  to 
God.  Our  petitions  to  him  muft  not 
take  off  from  our  conftant  endeavours  to 
perform  that  work  for  which  we  pray 
his  enablement.  And  this  occafional 
devotion,  which  I  would  recommend, 
is  in  its  own  nature  a  conftant  endea 
vour  after  virtue,  as  well  as  a  ferious 

petition 
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petition  for  it.  For  it  arifeth  from  a 
frequent  obfcrvation  of  ourfelves  in  our 
particular  occuring  circumftances  ;  from 
Avhich  obfervation  fuitable  defires  will 
almoil  neceffarily  flow.  As  if  at  any 
time  1  find  that  I  have  done  an  ill  thing, 
immediately  upon  the  difcovery,  I  beg 
God's  pardon,  and  refolve  to  make  re- 
compence  for  the  ill  I  have  done.  Or 
if  1  have  defigned  any  evil  in  my  heart, 
and  preicntly  beg  pardon  of  him  who 
knoweth  the  fecrets  thereof;  in  fo  do 
ing  I  have  given  check  to  its  progrefs. 
In  like  manner,  if  1  have  fpoken  flan- 
deroufly,  rafhly,  or  injuriously  concern 
ing  any  one  •,  and  upon  recollection 
thereof  I  afk  forgivenefs  of  God,  and 
defire  that  I  may  not  do  the  like  for  the 
future ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  I 
may  govern  my  tongue  better  ;  in  all 
this  I  am  labouring  to  withdraw  my 
foul  from  evil,  and  to  form  myftlf  upon 
a  principle  of  virtue. 

EVERY  night  and  morning  are  proper 
times  of  leifure  to  call  to  mind  the  pre- 
fervation,  fupport,  and  advantages  we 
have  received  the  day  or  night  prece 
ding.  And  this  recollection  beingac- 
companied  with  thankfulnefs  to  our 
j  great 
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great  preferver,  is  the  a£tual  continu 
ance  and  carrying  on  of  our  gratitude  to 
God.  If  I  perceive  pride  or  pallion  to 
arife  in  my  heart,  fo  that  I  am  apt  to 
put  a  great  value  upon  every  thing  1 
do,  and  defpife  others :  or  if  I  rind  my- 
felf  eagerly  concerned  for  any  little 
worldly  advantage,  or  any  fmall  punc 
tilio  of  honour;  and  hereupon  1  beg  of 
God  for  an  humble  fpirit,  and  a  heaven 
ly  mind  •  I  am  herein  endeavouring  to 
expel  the  poifon  of  fin  by  its  proper  an 
tidote. 

WE  cannot  but  feel  the  diforders  of 
our  minds,  as  much  as  the  difeaies  of 
our  bodies.  And  the  caufes  of  a  difor- 
dered  mind  are  much  more  eafily  dif- 
cerned,  than  the  caufes  of  a  bodily  di- 
flemper.  For  either  my  mind  is  trou 
bled  for  want  or  loflcs,  or  it  may  be  for 
the  profperity  of  others,  or  want  of  a 
revenge,  or  becaufe  I  cannot  have  my 
will  in  what  I  defigned.  Upon  thefe  or 
fuch  like  occafions,  the  proper  cure  is 
devotional,  in  begging  God's  pardon 
for  my  difcontent ;  and  being  defirous 
that  my  will  mould  be  fubtiiifted  to  his. 
who  has  taught  me  that  I  fnould  not  re 
turn  evil  for  esil,  but  that  I  mould  love 
my  neighbour  as  my  felf.  This  fort  of 
L  foliloquy9 
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foliloquy,  and  occafional  mental  addrefs 
to  God,  is  a  lure  way  tocompofe  the  dif- 
orders  of  our  thoughts.  For  the  grow 
ing  power  of  any  fin,  is  moft  certainly 
j'uppreiTed  by  introducing  the  oppofite 
virtue  into  cur  defires. 

THE  fame  method  may  be  ufed  as  to 
fins  of  omifiion.  A  ferious  perfon  will 
obferve  neglects  of  common  duties, 
which  refped  either  God  or  man.  He 
cannot  but  take  notice  how  much  he 
has  neglected  nis  bufinefs,  or  his  health; 
how  little  he  has  confidered  God  as  his 
owner,  governor,  and  benefactor ;  and 
how  fmall  a  portion  of  what  God  has 
bleflcd  him  with,  he  has  laid- out  upon 
the  good  of  his  fellow-creatures.  And 
if  hereupon  a  man  is  ferioufly  defirous 
to  become  more  dutiful  to  God,  more 
nfeful  to  himfclf,  and  beneficial  to  o- 
tliers,  he  is  therein  actually  bending  his 
mind  to  fupply  his  former  omiilions. 

This  cafual  devotion  arifing  from 
the  obfervation  of  ourielves,  under  the 
common  circurnfcances  of  life  (although 
it  can  have. no. fee  times  and  forms  pre- 
fcribed  to  it),  will  be  very  effectual  to 
produce,  preferve,  and  increafe  a  true 
.ienle  of  religion  within  us.  And  if  you 
K£  pleated  to  apply  your  thoughts  here 
unto 
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unto,  as  occafion  fhall  direct  you,  thia 
devotion  will  toon  become  habitual,  en* 
ftomary,  and  eafy.  And  its  return?., 
which  will  be  frequent  and  fhort,  will 
be  a  continual  reftraint  from  evil-doing, 
and  an  actual  exercife  of  virtue. 

THIS  exercife  which  1  have  been  prc- 
cribing,  is'  commonly  refer  ved  to  be 
performed  all  at  once,  in  an  actual  pre 
paration  before  receiving  the  facramcnc 
of  the  LORD'S  SUPPER ;  which  is  ufual- 
]y  performed  by  help  of  an  artificial  01- 
talogue  of  fins  methodically  collected 
out  .of  the  ten '  commandments  ;  accor 
ding  to  which  catalogue,  fet  forms  of  con- 
feilions  are  drawn  up,  which  the  prepa- 
rant  is  to  take  upon  content ;  and,  withr 
out  any  fort  of  judgement  or  difcretion 
of  his  own,  he  conteffes  himfelf  guilty 
of  a!l  the  fins  therein  mentioned  "toge 
ther,  with  all  their  aggravations,  though 
it  may  be,  many  ot  them  were  of  fudv 
a  hainous  nature,  as  never  entered  into 
his  heart  to  commit.  And  if  theie  ca 
talogues  and  confeilional  forms  are  read 
over  once  a  quarter  of  a  year,  or  it  mny- 
be,  once  a  month  againft  the  ufnal  fa- 
crament-day,  the  work  of  preparation  is 
thought  to  be  well  pafled  over. 

YET  I  cannot  but   think  it  better  to 
L  2  kt-ep 
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keep  a  conflant  cuftornary  watch  over 
ourfelves,  and  upon  the  firft  difcovery 
of  any  evil  defign  or  aclion,  immediate 
ly  to  re-trail  it  within  our  own  hearts,  as 
in  the  presence  of  God,  and  by  mental 
prayer,  proper  to  the  occafion,  armour- 
ielves  againfl  committing  the  like  for 
the  future.  Hereby  you  difcharge  a  du 
ty  in  its  proper  feafon,  which  is  better 
than  to  delay  it  to  a  prefixed  diftance  of 
time  :  for  what  is  moil:  frefh  in  memo 
ry,  will  make  the  mod  lively  imprefli- 
on  upon  us ;  but  may  in  a  little  time  be 
forgotten.  Befides,  we  are  apt  to  turn 
forms  into  formalities  :  and  a  natural 
difcharge  of  religious  duties  muft  be 
more  improving  than  an  artificial  one. 

AND  by  this  your  Ladyfhip  fees  the 
reafon  why  I  have  written  a  difcourfe  of 
religion  in  general,  in  -anfwer  to  your 
letter,  wherein  you  wrote  only  concern 
ing  the  Lord's  flipper*  viz.  becaufe  I 
citeem  a  ferious  well- inclined  temper  of 
mind  to  be  the  bed  preparation,  either 
for  that,  or  any  other  of  the  ordinances 
of  Jefus  Chrift,  that  we  may  parta-ke  of 
them  with  advantage  and  delight. 

DAVID  adviies  us  to  delight  ourfelves 
in  the  Lord,  /'.  e.  in  all  his  ways  and  or 
dinances.  And  I  cannot  fee  why  our 

pre- 
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preparation  for  the  Lord's  table,  and 
participation  at  it,  fhould  be  accompa 
nied  with  greater  anxieties  of  mir^d  than 
our  communicating  in  any  other  holy 
office ;  fuch  as  public  prayer  or  preach 
ing.  We  expect  the  fame  bleffing  of 
God  in  the  improvement  of  our  virtues 
from  all  of  thefe  ordinances  alike.  And 
why  with  terror  upon  our  minds  we 
fnould  ufe  any  of  thofe'-  means  which 
God  has  ordained  for  our  good,  1  do 
not  underftand. -•  A  man  indeed  ought 
to  perform  everyreligious  office  feriouily 
and  foberly  ;  but  fear,  by  amuilng  and 
diftracling  the  rr.ird,  is  apt  to  render 
the  ordinance  unprofitable.  • 

MEN  ought  fee  wife  -to  he  difcoura- 
ged  from  coming  to  prayer,  preaching, 
or  communicating  at  the  Lord's  table,- 
with-  a  carelefs,  or  profane  temper  of 
mind  :  becaufe  fuch  unpreparedneis  does 
harden  mens  hearts,  and  renders  the  or 
dinance  imp  jfirable.  Such  as  this  was 
the  caie  o1  r.,e  Corinthians,  who,  in  ce 
lebrating  the  L.oru's  i'upper,  were  fo  in- 
confideracc  of  what  they  caa.e  to  do, 
that  fome  of  them  were  drunk  at  the 
Lord's  t-able,  as  you  read  i  Cor.  xi.  21. ; 
and  to  this  their  profane  behaviour, 
thofe  texts  of  icripture  do  particularly 
L  3  re- 
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relate  which  affright  fome  men  from,  and 
others  in  receiving  the  iacrament :  on 
this  account  it  was  faid,  by  St.  Paul,  that 
they  were  guilty  of  the  body  and  blood  ofChrift  $ 
and. to  eat  and  drink  damnation  to  them- 
f elves,  not  discerning  the  Lord's  body.  ver. 
27.  29,  /  e.  by  fuch  a  profane  and  un 
worthy  communicating,  they  call  down 
God's  judgements  upon  themfelves  ; 
for  fo  the  word  damnation  ought  to  be 
underitood,  becaufe  it  refers  to  the 
judgements  fpecified  in  the  following 
verfe,  where  it  is  faid,  that/0r  this  caufe 
(viz.  of  drunken  communicating)  many  are 
weak  and  fickly  amoy-g  ycu^  and  manyjleep, 
\.  e.  die,  ver.  30.  Now,  to  avoid  thefe 
judgements,  he  exhorts  them  to  exa 
mine  themfelves,  t.  e.  to  confider  with 
themfelves  what  was  the  meaning  of  that 
duty  which  they  were  to  perform  at  the 
Lord's  table;  which  duty  was  this,  viz* 
to  call  to  mind  the  death  of  Jefus  thrift. 
And  this  commemoration  js  by  St.  Paul 
fly  led  difceining  the  Lord's  body. 

THE  vifible  figns  of  our  Saviour's 
death,  which  we  difcern  on  the  Lord's 
table,  do  prepare  our  minds  to  contem 
plate  a  divine  peribn,  who,  for  his  great 
chariry  to  the  ftupid  world,  fuffered  the 
liighetl  injuftice,  with  fuch  an  invinci 
ble 


Let,  I.  A  LABY's  RELIGION.     1 27 

ble  patience,  and  heroic  fortitude,  as 
was  fuperior  to  the  fharpeft  malice  of 
his  enemies  ;  thereby  fetting  before  us 
the  bnghtefl  example  of  an  unfhaken 
refolution,  to  do  good  in-fpite  of  alldif- 
couragements. 

You  will  perceive.  Madam,  by  this 
difcourfe,  that  the  Chriftian  religion  is 
a- wife,  a  plain,  and  a  fhort  inftitution  •, 
the  belief  whereof  was  deflgned  to  fave 
onr  fouls  from  the  power  and  danger  of 
fin,  by  ingrafting  virtuous  habits  in  our 
minds.  You  will  likewife  perceive,  that 
1  hold  it  neceflary  to  keep  a  conftant 
watch  over  ourfelves,  to  repent  as  often 
as  we  perceive  ourfelves  to  tranfgrefs, 
and,  by  occafional  mental  devotion,  in 
cline  our  hearts  to  obfervc  the  law  of 
Chrift  $  and  all  this  in  order  to  build 
up  a  habit  of  virtue  within  us.  You 
will  alio  perceive,  that  the  contempla 
tion  of  the  death  of  Chrift,  with  all  its 
circumftances,  tends  to  the  fame  admi 
rable  end. 

AND  if  thefe  or  any  other  means  fhall 
work  upon  you  to  be  gencronfly  juft, 
to  bear  a  good-will  to  all  men,  to  do 
what  good  you  can,  and  to  be  uncon 
cerned  for  the  events  of  things  which 
are  not  within  your  power  $  you  will  be 

eafy 
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eafy  within  yourfelf,  and  fatisfied  in 
your  own  confuence,  which  is  the  dawn 
of  -jgven  upon  earth;  and  you  may 
chcu-fuiiy  communicate  at  any  time.  - 


LETTER     II,  . 

MADAM, 

HAVING  lately  been  in  converfation 
with  a  lady  of  your  acquaintance, 
flie  took  occafion  to  fpeak  concerning 
the  letter  I  wrote  to  your  Ladyfhip  ; 
which  was  publifhed  a  few  years  fince, 
under  the  title  of  a  L  ADY'S  RELIGION. 
She  was  pleafed  to  favour  me  fo  far  as 
to  fay,  that  the  letter  did  contain  a  good 
moral  doctrine  :  but  fhe.  thought  it  a 
blameable  omiffion  in  me,  to  pafs  over 
in  iilence  thofe  many  d  -iclnnes  of  the 
Chriftian  fait!),  which  fhe  thought  of 
abfolute  necefllty  to  our  fahation.  To 
this  objection  1  replied,  That  my  defign 
in  writing  the  letter  of  religion  to  your 
Ladyfhip,  was  only  to  recommend  the 
moral  law  of  our  Lord  Jei'us  Chriit  from 
its  own  intrinlic  worth,  which  appears 
in  thofe  many  and  great  advantages, 

which 
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which  the  ferious  practice  thereof  would 
certainly  confer  upon  mankind :  not 
intending  thereby  to  diminifh  ought 
from  the  doclrine  of  the  Chnftian  faith, 
which  is  therefore  worthy  of  all  accepta 
tion  •,  becauie  it  is  a  means  to  enforce 
the  gofpel- moral  upon  our  practice. 
Upon  which  account  it  is  truly  laid  to 
fave  our  foul  ,  fince  it  promotes  our 
ready  obedience  to  the  evangelical  law 
of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jelus  Chrift. 
And  for  this  reafon  it  was  that  I  advifed 
your  Ladyfhip,  not  to  perplex  your 
thoughts  with  thofe  doctrines  of  taith 
which  are  of  a  myfterious  nature-,  for 
that  iuch  doctrines  which  we  cannot 
well  underftand,  cannot  well  be  applied 
cither  as  motives  or  means  to  engage 
n s  in  practical  duties.  This  reply  had 
the  good  fortune  to  give  the  lady  fome 
fatisraction  as  to  this  point  j  but  pre- 
fently  Ihe  objected  to  me  another  omif- 
lion,  which  me  thought  was  of  great 
er  confcquence  than  the  former.  For 
Solo  man  of  old  (laid  (he)  recommend 
ed  the  fear  of  God  as  a  fundamental 
of  religion.  Our  Saviour  Chnft  too 
puts  us  in  mind  of  the  worm  which  ne 
ver  dies.  And  St.  Paul  (if  I  miftake 
not)  makes  ufe  of  the  terrors  of  the  Lord 

to 
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to  perfuade  men  to  righteoufnefs.  But 
yon,  (faid  me),  in  your  letter  to  my  wor 
thy  friend,  have  not  only  omitted  this 
fundamental  point,  but  in  fome  meafure 
diicouraged  her  as  to  that  part  of  religion 
which  confifts  in  fear,  in  faying,  *That 
fear^  by  amufing  and  diftratting  the  mind,  is 
aft  to  render  God's  ordinance  unprofitable. 
ALL  that  I  replied  at  that  time  was, 
That  Solomon  meant  no  more  than  only 
to  fay  that  the  fear  (or  dread)  of  God 
was  intredudory  to  religion:  The  fear 
D/Ged(fa\&  he)  is  the  beginning  of  wifdom, 
Prov.  ix.  10.  But  he  did  not  efteem 
the  fear  of  that  fort  as  any  part  of  religi 
on;  for  as  much  as  every  duty  that  is 
acceptable  to  God,  muft  arife  from  our0 
love  to  him,  which  is  the  only  fpring 
and  fountain  from  whence  all  truly  re 
ligious  performances  can  flow-,  and 
which  fails  not  to  eaft  out  all  fort  of  fear, 
except  that  filial  and  legitimate  kind 
which  itfelf  naturally  produceth.  And 
in  this  manner  (faid  I)  that  great  fage 
in  Ifrael,  Jeius  the  fon  ot  Sirach,  ex 
plained  himielf  hereupon  in  his  book- 
of  Ecclefiailicus,  chap.  xxv.  ver.  11. 
1 2.  The  love  of  the  Lord  pajjeth.  all  things 

*  See  above,  p.  125, 

for- 
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for  illumination.  That  is,  true  religion 
gives  the  belt  light  and  dire&ion  to  hu 
man  underftanding,  And  then  it  fol 
lows,  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning 
efhis  love.  That  is,  the  fear  of  God 
will  prepare  us  for  that*  love  of  God, 
which  by  its  illumination  will  di reft  and 
encourage  us  in  the  duties  of  religion. 

To  this  quotation  1  added  the  reafon 
of  the  thing,  by  appealing  to  her  own 
judgement,  whether fhe  would  not  efleem 
a  fervice  done  to  her  by  her  children,  her 
relations,  or  even  her  fervants,  out  of  a 
principle  of  love,  much  better  than  fuch 
fervices  which  arife  only  from  fear.  Nay, 
I  afked,  if  a  real  benefit  which  was  done 
to  her  out  of  no  good-will  could  be  fo 
much  as  thank-worthy. 

BUT  thefe  replies  gave  her  no  fatisfac- 
tion  ;  becaufe  the  book  Ecclefiafticus 
was  apocryphal;  and  becaufe  compa- 
nfons  ought  not  to  be  alledged  for 
proofs,  but  mould  be  ufed  only  for  illu- 
ftration. 

WHEREFORE  me defired  me  to  give 
her  better  iatisfadion  in  the  point  of  fear, 
as  to  what  part  it  fuftains  in  the  affair  of 
religion;  which  reafonable  command 
laid  on  me  by  her,  gave  occafion  to  the 
following  difcourfe,  which  I  take  the  li 
berty 
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berty  to  addrefs  to  your  lady/hip  in  this 
prefent  letter  :  it  being  not  grounded 
upon  the  authority  of  any  apocryphal 
writer,  but  of  St.  John  the  apoftie  of 
Jefus  Chrift  -,  whofe  words  are  thefe,  i 
John  iv.  18.  There  is  no  fear  in  love-9 
but  perfett  love  cafteth  out  fear  :  becaufe 
fear  hatb  torment :  be  that  Jeareth^  is  not 
made  per/eft  in  love. 

But  (ince  fear,  as  well  as  love  and  all 
the  other  paffions,  is  fixed  originally  in 
human  nature,  it  mayjullly  feem  Ibme- 
what  ftrange  to  your  ladyfhip,  that  any 
thing   fhould    be    fuppoied    capable    of 
cafting  it  out.     For  fhould  fear  or  any 
other  pa/lion  be  ejecled  or  erafed  from 
the  foul,  human   nature    would  appear 
imperfecl :  for  as  much  as  every  paflion 
ferves  to  a  proper  ufe  and  defign  in  the 
frame  of  man.    Thus  fear  gives  a  check 
to  rafn  proceedings,  and  hope  give  cou 
rage  to  attempt  any  good  defign  though 
difficult  to    be   accomplifhed.     Hatred 
makes  the  foul  to  ftart  at  the  appearance 
of  evil,  whilfl  love  joins  it  to  its  truefl 
intereft,  and  produceth  joy  in  the  con- 
ftant  purfuit  of  what  is  good.     Sadnels 
difcovers  to  us  the  vanity  of  infatiable 
defires,  and  unreafonable  expectations. 
And  anger  flands  like  a  bold  centinel 
2  with 


Let II.  A  LADY's  RELIGION.     133 

with  fword  in  hand,  to  keep  infolent  be 
haviour  at  a  diftance.  Surely  thefc 
fprings  of  motion  which  God  hath  pla 
ced  in  the  foul,  for  the  proieeming  of 
good  ends,  and  avoiding  evil,  cannot 
be  cad  out.  Or  if  any  of  them  were 
excluded,  feme  fear  or  imperfection  in 
the  human  temper  would  be  left  be 
hind. 

INDEED,  if  any  of  them  exceed  their 
proper  bounds,  fo  that  they  become 
malignant,  or  at  lead  burdcnfome  to 
nature  •,  we  have  reafon  to  reduce  them 
within  their  juft  limits.  Or  if  one  of 
them  takes  upon  him  to  difcharge  the 
office  which  of  right  belongeth  to  ano 
ther,  (as  a  man  may  hate  what  he  fhould 
love,  and  rejoice  when  he  fhould  weep), 
it  ought  to  be  calt  out  of  that  unnatu 
ral  usurpation,  and  the  proper  after 61  ion 
ought  to  be  reftored  to  its  rightful  func 
tion,  as  in  the  cafe  alledged  by  St.  John 
in  that  place  upon  which  I  ground  my 
argument.  If  fear  mail  take  upon  itfeff 
to  be  the  fpring-head  of  all  our  reve 
rence  for  Deity,  and  of  our  obedience 
to  the  divine  will  •  in  fuch  a  cafe  the 
foul  ought  to  be  refcued  from  the  bon 
dage  of  fear,  and  be  fubjected  to  the 
-rightful  fway  of  love:  to  which  affecli- 
M  on 
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on  it  owes  its  natural  allegiance.  For 
whenfoever  a  foul  is  impregnate  with  a 
fincere  love  to  God,  it  will  not  endure 
to  be  engaged  in  the  performance  of  its 
duty  by  fear,  but  will  caft  off  its  yoke 
and  abhor  its  ufurpation.  And  in  this 
fenfe,  Madam,  1  take  it,  that  perfect 
love  cafteth  out  fear. 

BUT  fince  it  is  not  in  the  power  of 
love  totally  to  extinguim.  the  paflion  of 
fear,  but  all  it  pretends  to  is  only  to 
confine  it  within  its  proper  bounds,  fo 
that  it  may  not  intrude  itfelf  into  the 
fphere  of  love  •,  I  mall  from  hence  take 
occafion  to  fet  forth  to  your  Ladyfhip, 
(t .)  what  fear  of  God  is  confiftent  with 
the  love  of  God,  and  what  is  caft  out 
thereby.  (2.)  What  fear  of  man  is  con 
fiftent  with  divine  love,  and  what  is  caft 
out  by  it.  And  (3.)  what  fear  of  hell 
is  confiftent  therewith,  and  what  is  not. 

I.  As  to  the  firft  of  thefe  particulars, 
it  is  evident,  that  whofoever  fuppofeth 
God  to  be  an  eternal  fyir  it,  with  ml  body, 
'parts,  or  pajficns  •,  of  infinite  po%ver,  wif- 
dom,  and  goodnefs,  tie  maker  and  prefer- 
•ver  of  all  things,  (as  our  church  in  her 
firft  article  defcnbes  him)  ;  and  hereup 
on  has  formed  himfelf  upon  a  principle 
pf  high  efteem  and  humble  affection,  as 

alfo 
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alfo  of  love  and  gratitude  to  his  great 
owner,  governor,  and  benefactor ;  can 
not  but  be  a  fife  died  with  a  reverential 
awe,  and  fear  of  mifbehaving  himfelf  in 
the  prefcnce  of  God.  Such  a  one  will 
fear  the  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth, 
walking  humbly  before  him-,  and, 
through  a  watchful  denial  of  himfelf, 
he  will  hold  no  confederacy  with  any 
known  fin.  Nor  will  he  dare  to  do  an 
unjuft  action,  though  never  fo  much  u> 
his  advantage.  And  all  this,  bccaufc 
he  fears  to  oifend  him  whom  he  loves, 
and  efteems  as  the  fountain  of  all  good. 
ACCORDING  to-this  notion,  good  men, 
have  been  called  the  children  of  God^ 
with  refpcft  to  the  dutiful  behaviour  of 
an  obedient  child  to  an  indulgent  father. 
For  by  how  much  fuch  a  one  is  fenfible 
of  the  tender  affection  his  parent  bears 
to  him,  by  how  much  the  more  fenliblc 
he  is  that  all  his  prefent  enjoyments  and 
hopes  of  future  advantage  are  derived 
from  the  conftant  loving  difpofirion  of 
his  parent,  fo  much  the  more  will  he  in 
dulge  within  himfelf  a  conitant  fear  of 
offending.  But  then  this  fear  hath  no 
torment  •,  neither  is  it  impofed  upon 
the  child,  but  is  his  own  free  choice, 
his  joy,  and  fatisfaction  -,  and  always  irv- 
M  2  crcahntr 
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creating  in   proportion  to  the   love  he 
bears  to  his  father. 

BUT,  on  the  contrary,  Madam,  fear 
which  hath  torment,  fuch  as  St.  John 
fpeaketh  of,  will  be.  call  out  by  a  love  to 
God.  For  when  with  delight  we  fee 
that  the  world  is  conftantly  fupported 
by  the  divine  bounty ;  why  fhouid  we 
fuffer  ourfelves  to  be  tormented  with 
anxious  cares  and  fears  for  food  and  rai 
ment  ?  which  two.  things  in  conjunction 
are  a  fufficient  fund  of  contentment,  ac 
cording  to  an  univerfal  rule  of  reafon  hud 
down  by  St.  Paul,  Having  food  and  raiment, 
ht  us  be  therewith  content,  \  lim.  vi.  8. 

INCONSISTENT  therefore  with  the 
love  of  God,  Is  fuch  a  fear  as  is  felrifh, 
where  the  (mart  of  punifhment  for  fin 
is  dreaded  more  than  the  difpleafure  of 
God.  In  the  fpiric  of  this  flavifh  fear, 
Pharaoh  made  feme  raint  refoluti^ns,  to 
let  an  enthralled  people  at  liberty  :  but 
as  focn  as  be  fmart  of  God's  rod  was 
allayed,  he  recovered  his  former  crueltyr 
and  refolved  to  perpetuate  their  bon 
dage.  'I  hus  a  wolf  or  lion,  under  the. 
immediate  dilciplme  of  a  fevere  keeper, 
holding  the  rod  of  correction  in  his 
hand,  may  fnfter  a  lamb  to  lie  fafely 
within  his  reach  v  bur  this  abftinence 

from 
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from  prefent  rapine,  changes  not  the  na 
ture  of  the  bead.  The  one  is  not  lefs 
a  wolf,  nor  the  other  lefs  a  lion,  than 
at  other  times. 

BESIDES,  Madam,  there  is  this  great 
inconfiftency  between  the  love  of  God, 
and  fuch  a  ilavim  fear  as  has  been  now 
defer  ibed-,  that  he  who  loveth  God,  wiH 
take  delight  and  high  fatisfaclion  in 
contemplation  of  the  divine  power,  wi£- 
dom,  and  goodnefs ;  but  he  who  ierveth 
God  out  of  a  principle  of  flavifiv- fear, 
which  always  compels  him  to  act  con* 
trary  to  his  inclination,  can  take  no  de 
light  in  the  contemplation  of  God  •,  but 
rather  wifheth  that  there  were  no  know 
ledge  in  the  Moil  High  to  difcernyor 
no  power  ro  punidi,  in  this  refpecc  ic 
is,  that  the  fool  hath  fa-id  in  his  heart 
there  is  no  gt.d.  The  tool  is  a  wicked 
man  ;  the  language  or.  the  heart  is  defiie* 
So  that  the  plain  fenfe  or  thac  faying  is, 
that  an  ilUinciined  man  wiileth  that 
there  were  no  Cioci. 

BUT  if  you  will  confider  Deity  as  it 
was  delcribed  b-y-^i'.e  ph  ioiophers  of  old, 
you  will  rina  ihe  uivine  nature  let  forth 
in  the  moll  lively  manner  by  Pythago 
ras  as  he  is  cited  by  juttin  Martyr  in 
his  exhortations  to  the  Greeks,  thus  : 
M  3  ;'  God 
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*  God  is  furely  one,   nor  is   he  refident 
4   (as  fume  imagine;  without  the  ftruc- 

*  rure   of  the    univerfe,    but    is   entire 
"  within  himfelf  •,  furvcying  all  genera- 
"  tions  in  a  complete  circle.     He  is  the 
"  temperament  ot  all  ages,  the  agent  of 
"  1  is  own  powers  nnd  wo~ks  •,  the  prin- 
*'  ciple  of   all  things   individual  ;    the 
"  iigiu  of  the  heavens,   and  the   parent 

_4<  of  all  \  the  life  and  animation  of  every 
<4  creature  :  the  motion  of  all  fuccef 
<c  iions  and  alterations."  1  was  faying, 
that  if  you  {hall  thus  confider  Deity  as 
the  vital  fpirit  of  the  univerfe,  you  will 
find  fufficient  engagements  to  the  love 
the'eof,  from  every  obfervation  you 
will  make  upon  nature.  Upon  this  con- 
iideration  of  Deity  it  may  be  faid,  that 
the  heavens  declare  the  glory. of  GW,  and 
the  firmament  fotws  his  bandy -tucrk,  P.al. 
xix.  i.  And  what  fott  of  affections 
can  this  declaration  of  heaven  and  earth 
raife  in  the  temper  of  man  befldfs 
efteem,  complacency,  and  gratitude  ?" 
which  being  put  together,  make  up  that 
competition  or  love,  which  cafteth  out 
iear. 

IT  is  this  contemplation  of  nature, 
Madam,  it  is  this  clofe  obfervation  of 
that  iubierviency  which'  the  inferior 

and 
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and  fmaller  fyftems  of  natural  beings 
pay  to  the  greater  and  fupericr,  which 
raifes  an  high  efteem  for  the  wonderful 
artificer,  ly  -whom  all  things  li-ve^  andmove, 
and  have  their  beings-,  by  whom  every 
office  of  feniation  is  performed  :  fo  that 
\ve  may  tafte  and  fek  bow  good  the  Lord  /'/, 
Pfal.  xxxiv.  8.;  and  from  thence  con 
clude  by  fenfible  demonftration,  that  all 
delight  is  the  creature  of  deity,  continu 
ally  obliging  us  to  a  comfortable  par 
ticipation  of  divine  bounty,  and  thereby 
to  a  conftant  return  of  praife  and  thanks. 

AND  if  that  fmall  portion  of  experi-; 
mental  knowledge  in  thewildom,  power, 
and  good n e fs  ot  God,  to  which  in  this 
life  we  may  attain,  can  raife  us  to  iuch  a 
fincere  love  of  God  as  can  expel  all  the 
torment  of  fear;  furely  an  eternal  pro- 
greflive  knowledge  of  that  incxhauftible 
fubjed:,  may  be  efteemed  an.  eternal 
fountain  of  delight. 

BUT,  at  preient,  what  umbrage  can 
be  given  to  fear  from  the  con  tern.  Linen 
of  Deity  ?  Can  that  divine  wiidom  by 
which  all  things  are  contrived  or  <jur 
ufe,  or  that  divine  power  by  which  all 
things  arc  fupportcd  for  our  conftant  fa- 
tisfaclion  fuffer  any  one  to  give  way  to  fu- 
perftitious  fears?  As  if  deity  were  an- 

fterc 
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ftere  and  rigorous,  eafily  provoked  by 
fome  fmall,  and  perhaps  unavoidable 
miftakes  of  creatures  ;  and  as  eafily  ap 
pealed  with  fome  flight  formalities  and 
and  external  performances. 

THIS  falfe  idea  of  Deity,  Madam, 
cannot  be  gathered  up  from  your  obfer- 
vation  of  nature  •,  but  mult  arife  from 
that  narrow  and  froward  temper,  which 
the  weaker  fort  of  men  too  frequently 
feel  within  themfelv.es.  And  although 
the  wife  Solomon  built  an  houfe  for  the 
Lord,  which  was  accepted  of  God,  as 
all  the  Jewifh  rites  were,  through  divine 
condefcenfion  •,  yet  St.  Stephen  fpeaking 
of  that  temple,  makes  this  oblervation 
thereupon.  Howbeit  the  Mo  ft  High  dwelr 
htb  not  in  temples  •,  as  faith  the  pro- 
phet,  Heaven  is  my  throne,  and  earth  is  my 
footftool  :  what  houfe  will  ye  build  me,  laith 
the  Lord:  .or  what  is  the  place  of  my  reft  ? 
Hath  not  my  hand  made  all  thefe  things  f 
Acts  vii.  48.  In  like  manner,  although 
through  the  fame  condeicenfion  God  ac 
cepted  the  Sacrifices  of  ifrael,  yet  the 
prophets  bare  witncfs  that  hr  did  not  re 
quire  or  command  thole  iervices.  Jn- 
dced  this  appears  in  the  very  beginning 
of  the  Levitical  book  of  Mof.-s,  where 
it  is  thus  written  :  And  the  Lord  called 

to 
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to  Mofes  out  of  the  talernac/s  of  tie  con~ 
greo^ation,  faying,  fpeak  unto  the  children 
of  Ifrael,  and  fay  unto  thtm,  If  any  man 
of  you  bring  an  offering  unto  fee  Lord,  ye 
jhall  bring  your  offering  of  the  caltle,  even 
of  the  herd,  and  of  the  flock.  Jf  bis  offer 
ing  be  a  burnt  facnfice  of  the  herd,  let 
him  cffer  a  male  without  blemijh  :  he  jhall 
9 ftr  it  of  his  o-wn  voluntary  -will,  at  the 
door  of  the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation 
before  the  L:rd,  Lev  i.  i.  &c.  So  that 
facrifices  icem  to  be  as  much  a  human 
as  a  divine  inttitution.  And  it  may 
without  any  ablurdity  be  fuppo&d,  that 
Cain  and  Abel,  or  any  ancient  inhabi 
tants  of  the  world,  might  appoint  fome 
certain  d  »y  to  join  their  it  >res  together, 
to  the  intent  that  they  and  their  families 
might  eat  and  drink  to  the  glory  of  Gcd, 
as  St.  Paul  fpeaks,  j  Cor.  x.  31.  /.  e. 
whilft  they  were  panakers  at  a  plentiful 
table,  they  might  exprtfs  their  thanks 
to  God  who  furmihed  it  out  for  them. 
It  b  poflible  alio,  that  the  original  de- 
fign  oi:  this  thankfgiving-feftival  might 
in  after-times  be  iorgottcn  by  pofterity, 
whj  might  yet  retain  the  cnitom  of  fa- 
crificing,  upon  a  mitlakcn  fuppofal  that 
the  folemn  flaughter  of  their  cattle  was 
4  thing  well  pleafig  to  God  •,  becaufc  it 

was 
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was  (as  to  them  it  feemed)  a  religious 
obfervation  of  their  forefathers.  And 
from  hence  it  might  come,  that  facri- 
fices  and  offerings  were  once  the  catho- 
Hc  religion  of  the  world.  But  for  an 
unprejudifed  perfon  to  conceive  that 
the  Deity  fhould  be  pleafed  with  the 
flaughter  of  hecatombs,  is  a  fuppofition 
of  a  ftrange  nature.  And  whence  could 
it  arife,  but  from  the  mifleading  of  fear, 
which  induced  weak  men  to  believe, 
that  God  being  angry  with  them  for 
their  fins,  muft  have  his  anger  appeafed 
by  the  flaughter  of  beads,  that  he  may 
be  prevailed  upon  to  fpare  the  lives  of 
men  ? 

Now,  to  give  your  ladymip  a  general 
account,  how  this  matter  flood  of  old  ; 
as  far  as  I  can  reach  into  antiquity,  it 
appears  that  fear  gave  to  mankind  one 
moiety  of  their  notion  of  God.  For 
it  was  generally  believed  of  old,  that 
Deity  was  made  up  of  two  coordinate 
powers  ^  the  one  for  good  •,  the  other 
for  evil.  And  it  is  a  long  time  pall, 
fince  mens  fancies  found  out  names  for 
the  chimerical  objects  ot  their  fears. 
So  of  old  the  Hebrews  called  thefe  two 
coordinate  principles  by  the  names  of 
Gad  and  Itffm.  The  Egyptians  call 
ed 
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ed    them  Ofyris    and  Typhon.     In    the 
Greek    infcriptions    upon  funeral   urns 
are  frequently  met  the  letters  Theta  and 
Kappa,  the  initial  letters  of  Theois  and 
Kakois,  the  unlucky  gods.     The  Ro 
mans  exprefled  the  fame  thing  by  Joves 
and  Vasjovesi  hard  names  which   I  am 
forced  to  trouble  your  Ladylhip  with. 
And  the  aftrologers  carry   on    the  fame 
notion  to  this  day,  under  the  ftyle  of  fa 
vourable  and  malignant  afpecls.   I   can 
not  tell  how  long  it  is  fince  the  Perfians, 
received  this  opinion  under   the   names 
of  Oromafdes  and    Arimanius ;    but  it 
may  be  computed  how  long  it   is    fince 
Manes  Manichaeus,  a  Perfian  by  birth, 
jand  a   Chriftian   by  profeffion,  revived 
that  ancient    opinion   of  the  Perfians, 
which,  by  the  Chriftians  of  that  age,  was 
called  the  Manichsen    htrefy;  and  was 
a    belief  of  two     coordinate    fupreme 
powers,  the  one  good,   the  other   evil. 
This  herefy  was   firft    broached   in   the 
reign  of  Aurelian  the  Emperor,   and  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  273. 

DOUBTLESS,  it  was  the  prevailing 
power  of  fear,  which  armed  Jupiter  with 
his  thunderbolt,  Mars  with  his  fpear, 
and  Apollo  with  his  bow.  And  what 
can  your  ladyfhip  think  of  thofe  parents 

who 
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who  forced  theirchildren  to  pafs  through 
the  fire  to  Moloch,  though  it  were  only 
to  fcorch  their  fkins,  which  is  the  mild- 
eft  interpretation  of  thofe  words  of  Mo- 
fes  whereby  that  fort  of  cruelty  was  for 
bidden,  Lev.  xviii.  21.;  what  can  your 
ladyfhip  think  of  thofe  parents,  but  that 
they  were  feared  out  of  their  wits?  And 
what  opinion  can  you  conceive  of  thofe 
parents  who  burnt  their  children  to 
.Adrammekch  and  Anamrnelech  the 
gods  of  Sepharvaim,  2  Kings  xvii.  31. 
but  that  they  were  frightened  out  of  all 
fenfe  of  humanity  ?  For  what  can  be  dif- 
covered  in  the  philofophic  notion  of 
Deity,  which  may  give  umbrage  to  fuch 
enormous  fuperftitious  fears  ?  But,  on 
the  other  hand,  might  not  Pythagoras 
well  beilyled  a  divine  philofopher,  who 
came  into  Italy  in  the  reign  of  Tarqui- 
nius  Superbus  (as  Cicero  informs  us), 
to  give  the  then  barbarous  people,  fuch 
a  true  notion  of  Deity,  as  might  difli- 
pate  all  fuperftitious  fears,  and  afford 
a  folid  comfort?  For  if  Deity  be  no 
other  than  the  vital  fpirit  of  the  univerfe, 
and  common  parent  of  mankind,  reve 
rence,  love,  and  gratitude  become  due 
from  man  to  God:  and  Pythagoras 
well  aik  the  queftion,  why  men 
2  invented 
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invented  fpe&res  to  frighten  themfelves 
withal?  as  Ovid  reprelents  him  fpeak- 
ing. 

Quid  Styga,  quid  tenelras^  et  nomina  vana 
timetis. 

AND  for  the  fame  reafon  was  it,  Ma 
dam,  that  Mofes  commanded  the  Jews 
to  bring  their  facrifices  to  the  door  of 
tabernacle,  viz.  that  they  might  not  be 
offered  to  fearful  objecls,  which  the  fcrip- 
tnres  call  devi/s:  Tbeyjba//  no  more  offer 
tbeir  facrifices  to  devils,  Lev  xvii.  7.  Up 
on  which  text  it  may  be  oblcrved,  that 
the  original  word  which  in  our  tranila- 
tion  is  rendered  devils,  is  by  Latin  inter 
pretation  fet  forth  by  moft  odious,  fright 
ful,  and  horrid  ideas  ;  luch  as  pilofi,  vil- 
lofi,  birfuti,  bird,  fatyri,  horridi,  borrifici. 
And  particularly  Bochart  in  his  treatife 
upon  the  animals  mentioned  in  the  Old 
Teftament,  commenting  upon  the  text 
of  Mofes,  fays,  that  this  word  which  we 
tranflate  devils,  was  given  as  a  name  to 
the  idols  of  Canaan,  quod  borrifilatiomm 
us  incutiunt  quibus  apparent-,  /.  e.  becaufe 
their  figures  were  fo  terrible,  that  a  man's 
hair  would  ftand  on  end  at  their  appear 
ance.  And  whoever  will  read  the  chap- 
N  ter 
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ter  laft  cited,  will  find  Mofes  preventing 
Pythagoras  in  his  defi^n  of  diffuading 
men  from  entertaining  a  frightful  idea 
of  Deity-,  and  commanding  that  Once 
facrifices  were  the  worfhip  then  in  ufe, 
his  countrymen  mould  therefore  pay 
their  homage  to  that  God,  whole  charac 
ter  was  gracious  and  merciful,  the  ^reat 
deliverer  of  that  particular  people,  and 
one  who  dill  relerved  a  particular  kind- 
-riefs  for  them.  This  character  is  in  its 
mature  fitted  to  raife  veneration,  love, 
^and  hope-,  but  fear  is  a'i  unbecoming 
treatment  of  fuch  a  Deity. 

AND  yet  behold,  Madam,  a  greater 
than  Pythagoras  is  here.  I  mean  St. 
John,  who  in  his  epiftle  which  at  firft  I 
cited,  fets  forth  the  charader  of  God, 
by  the  ideas  of  light  and  love,i  John  i. 
5.  God  is  light ,  and  in  bim  is  no  darknefs 
•at  all.  And  in  other  places  he  gives 
the  moft  amiable  character  of  Dtity,  fay 
ing,  that  God  is  love,  i  John  iv.  8. 

As  to  the  firft  of  thefe  two  characters 
of  God,  that  illuftrious  one  of  light, 
you  cannot  fuppofe  it  to  be  an  object  of 
fear,  but  rather  of  comfort  and  joy  ;  for 
as  much  as  the  morning-light  has  been 
always  obferved  to  difpel  thofe  fears 
which  have  bee  a  occafioned  by  the  fore 
going 
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going  darknefs;  it  is  this  daily  flowing 
tide  of  brightnefs,  which  tinctures  the 
earth  with  its  glory,  rendering  it  there 
by  both  ufeful  and  delightful  to  man 
kind.  On  the  contrary,  how  dreadful 
was  it  once  for  the  Egyptians  to  fit  under 
that  thick  mift  of  palpable  darknefs, 
which  blotted  out  three  whole  days?  In 
how  melancholy  a  manner  did  they  pafs 
away  their  time,  when  they  faw  not  one 
another,  neither  arofi  anyone  from  hi*  place? 
Exod.  x.  23.  But  how  joyful  an-  hour 
was  that  wherein  the  fun  aroie  to  difpel 
the  horror  they  had  fo  long  lain  under  ? 
And  look  !  what  light  is  to  the  eye,  that 
fame  thing  is  knowledge  to  the  mind 
The  initruclion  of  God  is  as  delightful 
and  refreshing  to  the  ioul,  as  the  rifing 
fun  to  a  traveller,  who.  has  been  beating 
out  his  way  all  night.  By  divine  inftnic- 
tion  a  man  finds  a  plain  way  through  the 
world,  notwithstanding  all  the  by-paths 
of  fancy  and  perfualicm  ;  hereby  he  fums 
up  the  whole  of  religious  duty  in  reve 
rence  for  God,  care  over  ourlclvcs,  and 
kindnefs  to  our  iellow- creatures  :  each 
part  whereof  is  delightful  and  recreative 
to  the  fpirit  of  man.  Revetence  for 
theDeity  is  the  privilege  of  man  above 
the  beaft,  which  knows  not  that  he  is  in 
the  care  and  keeping  of  God.  But  it  is 
N  2  the 
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the  glory  of  man  to  know  and  acknow 
ledge  his  gracious  owner,  governor,  and 
benefactor. 

As  to  the  other  two  fummary  parts 
of  divine  inftruction,  care  over  ourfelves, 
and  kindnefs  to  our  fellow-creatures,  the 
performance  of  thofe  duties  carries  no 
thing  in  it  of  fear  or  torment,  but  is  plea- 
fa  nt  as  light  to  the  eye  and  marrow  to 
bones.  The  firft  of  thefe  two  duties  is 
p  refer  va  tive  of  foul  and  body,  from  the 
difmal  effects  which  unruly  paflion  and 
ungoverned  appetite  too  frequently  pro 
duce.  And  as  it  is  a  horrid  fpedlacle  to 
behold  a  man  out  of  the  ufe  of  himfelf, 
as  to  have  ieen  Saul  breathing  out  threa 
tening*  and  Jlaughter  againjl  the  difciplet  of 
the  Lord,  making  bavock  of  the  church^ 
entering  into  every  houfe,  haling  men  and  wo 
men  and  committing  them  to  prifon,  Ads 
viii.  8.  -,  fo.  on  the  contrary,  how  plea- 
fant  mud  it  have  been  to  have  feen  his 
labours  of  love  \  to  have  been  a  witnefs 
of  his  wearinefs  and  fainfulncfs^  his  often 
watchings,  his  hunger  and  thrift,  his  cold 
and  nakednefs,  by  reafon  of  his  great  care 
of  all  the  churches  which  cam?  upon  him  dai 
ly  .?  i  Cor.  xi. 

BESIDES,  let  any  one  but  confult  his 
own  experience,  and  fee  if  there  be  any 

thing 
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thing  frightful,  or  tormenting  in  being 
confcious  of  his  own  good  will  and  affec 
tion  to  mankind-,  or  in  being  confcious - 
of  the  merited  love  and  efteem  which  he 
has  gained  from  others  thereby,  And 
let  a  man  examine  himfelf  if  there  be  a- 
ny  plrafure  which  the  world  affords  equal 
to  the  fatisfadion  he  receives  from  relie 
ving  the  necefiities  of  his  fellow-creatures 
according  to  the  .inftru&ion  of  God. 

BUT,  on  the  other  hand,  where  un 
warranted  traditions,  and  vain  imagina 
tions  of  men  prevail  over  the  light  of 
God,  the  minds  of  men  will  be  perplex 
ed  with  dark  fufpicions  and  tormenting 
fears.  As  for  initan.ee,  if  it  be  not  cer 
tain  that  St.  Peter  was  at  Rome,  all  the  . 
pretences  which  uphold  the  Roman-ca- 
tholick  communion  fall  to  the  ground  : 
then  there  is  no  fucceflbr  in  power  with 
the  keys  of  heaven,  nor  any  infallible  a- 
poilolical  commiilioner  to  guide  the 
flock  of  Chrift.  And  that  St.  Peter  e- 
ver  was  at  Rome,  is  no  part  of  divine 
inftruction.  Now,  fince  this  great,  and 
as  they  pretend,  univerfal  flock  of  Chrift 
are  uncertain  of  their  guide,  how  mud 
their  doubts  and  fears  multiply  upon 
them,  in  relation  to  the  way  they  ought 
to  take  ?  What  fecurity  can  they  have,. 
N  3  that 
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that  the  pardons  and  indulgences  grant 
ed  by  the  holy  father  are  ratified  in  hea 
ven  ?  What  fecurity  that  their  pilgrima 
ges,  penances,  mattes  with  their  adorati 
on  of  a  god  baked  in  an  oven  *and  fuch 
lie  inventions  of  rheir  high  prieft,  (hall 
be  accepted  by  the  greateft  and  beft  of 
beings  ?  How  (hall  they  be  fare  that 
they  walk  not  in  the  paths  of  dasknefs, 
but  that  they  are  the  children  of  light, 
drawing  towards  the  inheritance  of  the 
faints  in  glory  ?  But  when  a  man  hath 
a  fincere  reipecl:  to  the  light  and  inftruc- 
tion  c  f  God,  he  will  thereby  be  made 
free  from  all  thofe  uncertainties,  jealou- 
fies,  and  fears,  which  torment  the  minds 
of  the  fuperftitious. 

Now,  Madam,  if  hereupon  you  fhould 
afk  how  you  fhculd  know  that  the  books 
of  fcripture  contained  in  the  Old  and 
TsTew  1  eftament  are  the  real  true  light 
and  inftrudlion  of  God ;  I  think  you 
may  eafily  fatisfy  yourielf  as  to  that  mat 
ter.  For  though  many  particular  texts 
therein  contained  cannot  be  nicely  under- 
ftood  without  iorre  knowledge  of  ancient 
cuftoms,  to  which  the  expreifions  allude; 
yet,  without  any  ancientor  modern  learn 
ing  let  any  one  take  a  view  of  the  whole 
analogy  and  iuitable  agreement  of  the 

doftrines 
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doctrines  contained  in  both  teflaments, 
and  he  will  find  that  the  defign  of  all 
thofe  writers  was,  to  fet  forth  fuch  an  ad 
mirable  rule  of  life  as  was  fit  for  God  to 
give,  and  for  man  to  receive.  And  if  you 
will  compare  this  moral  inftruclion  with 
the  fuperftition  of  Heathens  or  Papifts, 
your  eye  cannot  difcern  the  difference 
between  the  light  of  fun  and  moon  more 
clearly,  than  your  mind  will  didinguifh 
between-  religion  and  fuperftition, 

THOSE  holy  books  contain  nothing  of 
Popery  or  prieftcraft,  or  of  any  other 
defign,  but  only  to  direct  ns  to  fuch 
ways  and  means  as  are  bed  fitted  to 
work  up  human  nature  to  the  higheft 
degree  of  virtue  it  is  capable  of  in  this 
life.  And  therefore  whoibever  mall  en 
deavour  to  affert  any  low,  felf-defigning 
opinion  from  holy  writ,  is  the  greateft 
enemy  thereunto.  For  as  much  as  eve 
ry  mean,  bafe,  ielfifh  opinion,  or  any 
fuch  docVme  which  is  contrary  to  the 
common  rights,  liberties,  or  advantages 
of  mankind,  being  aflerted  from  thence, 
is  a  millftone  hung  upon  the  book  of 
God,  directly  tending  to  fink  its  autho 
rity,  and  render  it  fufpected  in  the 
world.  Upon  this  foot  St,  Paul  reft- rred 
himfelfto  the  judgement  of  the  Corin 
thians, 
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thians,  faying,  I  fpeak  unto  wife 
judge  ye  what  I  fay*  i  Cor.  x.  15.  An- 
fwerable  whereunto  I  refer  it  to  the 
judgement  of  your  ladyfhip,  whether  a 
fmcere  love  of  the  light  and  inftruction 
of  God,  will  not  difpel  thofe  dark  fears, 
which  fuperftitious  fancies  are  apt  to- 
create. 

BUT  St.  John  faith,  that  Gcd  is  !ove9! 
I  John  iv.  8.  and  therefore  whatfoever 
proceeds  from  him  muft  not  be  fright 
ful,  but  lovely.  Thus  Solomon  fpeak- 
ing  of  religion  under  the  character  of 
wifdom,  faith,  Her  ways  are  ways  offha- 
fantnefs,  and  all  her  paths  are  peace,  Prov. 
iii.  17.  And  St.  Paul  exhorting  the 
Philippians  to  virtuous  practice,  faith, 
Wbatfoever  things  are  lovely^  think  on  thefe 
things,  Phil.  iv.  8.  Nor  was  the  Gen 
tile  a  flrang^r  to  this  doctrine  :  for  that. 
which  is  good  is  lovely,  was  the  faying 
of  an  old  Greek  poet,  Theog.  How 
lovely  is  it  to  behold  the  creation  o£ 
God,  wherein  all  things  that  fall  under 
our  cognifance,  difcover  a  wife  defign, 
by  which  every  event  tends  to  the  inte- 
reit  of  the  univ-erle  !  and  the  character 
by  which  mankind  cKuh  moft  refemble 
Deity,  is  in  the  higheft  degree  lovely. 
J  mean  a  virtuous  motion  of  mind  to 

wards 


Let.  II.  A  LADY's  RELIGION.     153 

wards  the  good  of  our  fellow- creatures. 
For  by  how  much  the  affections  of  a 
man  are  fixed  upon  public  benefit,  by 
how  much  the  more  any  one  endeavours 
to  oblige  mankind,  by  fo  much  are  his 
actions  rendered  lovely  ;  efpecially  when 
this  difpofition  of  mind  is  carried  on 
without  the  profpect  of  retaliation.  For 
this  is  the  difpofition  of  God  towards 
man,  as  David  faith,  Like  as  a  father 
fiiieth  bis  children,  fo  the  Lordpitieth  thofs 
that  fear  him,  Pfal.  ciii.  13.  The  natu 
ral  affection  of  the  father  is  fully 
anfwered  by  the  benefit  which  the 
child  receives,  without  aiming  at  any 
other  advantage.  And  in  this  refpect 
the  benevolence  of  noble  founders,  and 
public  benefactors,  as  iikewiie  the  bounty 
of  great  princes,  fuch  whofe  high  ftati- 
ons  fet  them  above  fclf-intereft,  do  ren 
der  their  actions  moft  lovely  ;  becaufc 
they  are  incapable  of  any  return,  beiides 
that  joy  which  naturally  flows  from  the 
advantages  others  receive  by  their 
means. 

ADD  to  this,  Madam,  that  a  fincere 
love  of  virtue  excludes  all  ftrong  felf- 
interefted  hopes,  as  well  as  difmal  fears. 
And  thus  Mofes,  when  he  was  come  to 
^  reftijed  to  be  called  the  fon  of  Pha 
raoh's 
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raoh's  daughter ',  (hufing  rather  to  Juffer 
affliftion  with  the  people  of  God,  than  to 
enjoy  the  ple&fwt*  of  fin  for  a  fitff<)n, 
Heb.  xi.  24.  Jofephus  relates  that  mat 
ter  thus  :  Thernunhis,  the  daughter  of 
Pharaoh,  WHO  had  preferved  the  life  of 
Mofes  when  very  young,  piefented  him 
to  her  father  when  grown  up,  definng 
that  he  might  be  appointed  to  fucceed 
in  the  government,  (he  having  adopted 
him  for  her  fon.  How  lovely  was  it  in 
IV'ofes  generouily  to  refufe  thefe  court* 
offers  of  greatnefs,  in  order  to  attempt 
the  deliverance  of  his  brethren  !  It  was 
not  then  underftood  that  an  eager  pur- 
fuit  after  court -preferments  was  the 
mark  c  f  a  true  patriot,  but  the  heroic 
and  lovely  difp«>(ition  of  Mofes  which 
St.  Paul  fets  forth,  was  a  generous 
companion  to  his  countrymen,  whom 
he  was  willing  to  refine  from  flavery 
with  the  hazard  of  his  life  •,  as  appeared 
by  his  vigorous  oppofing  the  Egyptian, 
whom  he  found  fm^ting  an  Hebrew, 
Exod.  ii.  12.  •,  and  likewife  by  perfect 
ing  their  deliverance  after  he  had  con- 
dueled  them  into  Canaan  For  fuppof- 
ing  the  good  Mofes,  inilead  of  follow 
ing  the  advice  of  Jethro,  and  fetting  up 
the  judgement-feats  of  Ifraei,  fhould 

have 
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have  been  prevailed  upon  to  have  efta- 
bliihed  an  Egyptian  miniftry  in  Canaan, 
he  would  thereby  have  tarnilhed  that 
lovely  character  of  a  deliverer  of  his 
country,  and  lover  of  his  brethren; 
which  lad  character  is,  according  to  St. 
John,  the  character  by  which  one  may 
know,  if  he  be  pafTed  from  death  to  life. 
We  know  that  we  have  faffed  from  death 
to  life,  becaufe  ive  love  the  brethren :  he 
that  lovetb  not  his  brother,  abideth  in 
death,  i  John  iii.  14.  i.e.  in  the  flate, 
and  under  the  fentence  of  death,  as  our 
comrrentators  explain  it;  whereas  he 
that  loveth  his  brother,  alideth  in  the  light, 
i  John  ii.  10.  Such  a  one  refembles 
God,  who  is  the  Father  of  lights,  Jam. 
i.  17. 

AND  fhould  we  confider  God,  with 
St.  James,  as  a  common  father  of  com 
forts,  who  maintains  the  order  of  the 
univerfe,  providing  fuitable  mainte 
nance  for  all  creatures,  who  maketh  his 
fun  tojhine  en  the  evil  and  good,  and  fen d- 
eth  rain  on  the  jujl,  and  on  the  unjuft, 
Matth.  v.  25.  as  our  Saviour  faith  :  can 
we  fuppofe  fuch  a  fatherly  difpofition  as 
this  is,  does  any  way  tend  to  ftrike  ter 
ror  into  our  hearts,  and  to  lay  it  there 
as  the  foundation  of  all  our  duties  ? 

Surely 
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Suivly  nothing  but  the  willing  affedion 
of  a  dutiful  fon  can  be  a  fuitablc  return 
for  the  conftant  love  of  an  indulgent  fa 
ther.  To  conclude  this  argument,  I 
think  I  may  fay,  Madam,  that  although 
fear  may  prevail  upon  fome  ill  men  to 
attain  from  evil,  yet  it  is  only  the  love 
of  virtue,  which  fixes  our  inclinations 
upon  good  things.  And  I  hope  I  may 
alfo  add,  that  as  a  good  man  has  no  need 
of  fear,  to  afiift  him  in  his  purfuit  after 
virtue  •,  fo  is  it  likewife  evident,  both 
from  natural  and  revealed  religion,  that 
fuch  a  one  can  have  no  cauie  to  be  a- 
fraid  of  God. 

II.  As  to  the  fear  of  men,  which  was 
the  fecond  thing  I  was  to  con  (icier,  it  is 
plain,  Madam,  that  if  your  ladyfhip 
(hall  obferve  men  to  acl  in  fubordinati- 
on  to  God,  by  how  much  the  love  of 
God  prevails  over  you,  fo  much  the 
more  fearful  you  will  be  of  giving  them 
offence  Our  parents  under  God  are 
our  immediate  owners,  governors,  and 
benefactors.  And  the  honour  which 
hereupon  is  due  to  them,  includes  an 
awful  refped  towards  them.  And  if 
the  magiftrate  be  indeed  the  minifter  of 
God  to  us  for  good  (as  St.  Paul  fpeaks), 
every  man  will  be  cautious  of  giving 
i  him 
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him  offence.  In  fuch  a  cafe,  tribute  is  to 
be  given  to  whom  tribute  is  due,  jear  to 
whom  frar,  and  honour  to  whom  honour,  i 
Cor.  xiii.  But  fince  good  magiftrates 
arc  a  terror  only  to  evil-doers,  a  fincere 
lover  of  virtue  is  far  from  fear  upon  that 
account. 

BUT  if  your  Ladyfhip  {hall  confider 
men  as  acting  in  oppofition  to  God,  you 
may  be  allowed  to  ufe  all  neceflary  pre 
cautions,  to  preferve  yourfclf  from  their 
tyranny.  Nor  is  there  any  thing  cow 
ardly,  mean,  or  deprefiive  ofyourfpi- 
rit  in  this  fort  of  fear :  Beware  of  men 
(faith  our  Saviour  to  his  difciples);  for 
they  will  deliver  you  up  to  the  councils,  and 
fccurge  you  in  their  fynagogues  ;  but  if  they 
perfecute  ycu  in  one  city,  fly  into  another, 
Match,  x.  17.  23  NorjbaUbe  be  afraid 
of  evil  tidings  wkofe  heart  is  fixed  upon 
God,  faith  holy  David,  Pfal.  cxii.  7. 

BUT  then  will  a  man  find  himfelf  fur- 
rounded  with  tormenting  fears,  and 
dreadful  fufpicions;  when  through  want 
of  a  fmcece.  love  to  his  great  owner,  go 
vernor,  and  benefa&or,  he  hath  c aft  off 
all  fincei  e  and  upright  walking,  as  in 
the  prefence  of  the  invifible  all-feeing 
God  ;  when  he  hath  caft  off  that  righ- 
teoufnefs,  juftice,  honefty,  and  faith- 
O  fulncfs,-. 
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fulnefs,  as  would  not  fail  to  engage 
mankind  in  his  fupport;  and  alfo  to 
yield  fuch  a  peace  < f  confcience  as  will 
not  fuffer  him  to  be  difturbed,  though 
the  earth  Should  fhake,  and  the  heavens 
be  diflblved.  And  then  may  a  nation 
be  afraid  of  evil- tidings,  when  the  love 
of  God  (which  is  chiefly  made  manifeft 
by  love  to  our  brethren)  waxeth  cold, 
and  when  a  feveriib  heat  of  diflfenfion, 
ariling  from  a  wretched  bafe,  felf-inter- 
eft,  cafts  them  into  parties  •,  when  pu 
blic  weal  is  regarded  only  as  it  ferves 
private  ends ;  as  the  loud  acclamation, 
Great  is  Diana  of  the  Ephefians^  was  en 
couraged  by  the  gain  which  the  filver- 
fmiths  made  by  the  temple  of  that  god- 
defs.  When  public  trufts  ihall  be  co 
veted  by  lome  to  pleafe  their  vanity  and 
fenfuality,  by  others,  to  gratify  their 
fordid  love  of  money,  and  by  molt,  to 
enflave  their  brethren  ;  what  wonder  if, 
upon  any  extraordinary  event,  mens 
hearts  Jba/l  fail  them  for  fear^  and  far 
looking  after  thofe  things  which  are  coming 
upon  the  earth?  Luke  xxi.  26.  ;  as  our 
Saviour  foretold,  concerning  the  de- 
flrucHon  of  Jerufalem,  which  was 
brought  to  pafs  by  their  fatal  divifions. 
How  dreadful  were  the  tidings  of  If- 

rael's 
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rael's  captivity,  which  were  brought  to 
them  by  the  prophet  Jeremiah  ?  and 
were  grounded  on  their  want  of  love  to 
their  brethren,  whom  for  private  inte- 
reft  they  inflaved,  when  according  to 
the  law  of  the  fabbatical  year,  and  the 
law  of  the  jubilee,  they  ought  to  have 
made  them  free.  The  words  of  Jere 
miah  upon  this  occafion  are  thefe  :  Thus 
faith  the  Lord^  Ye  have  not  hearkened  un 
to  me  in  proclaiming  liberty  every  one  to  bis 
brother,  and  every  man  to  his  neighbour. 
Behold,  1  f  reclaim  a  liberty  to  you,  faith  the 
Lord^  to  the  fivord^  to  the  peftilence,  and 
to  the  famine.  And  I  will  make  you  to  lie 
removed  to  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth , 
Jer.  xxxvii.  17,  The  effect  of  this  pro 
phecy  is  vifible  at  this  day,  though  the 
firit  fulfilling  of  it  was  by  the  arms  of  a 
Babylonifh  tyrant;  who  was  in  that  day 
the  great  pattern  of  idolatry  and  tyranny 
bimfelfbeing.no  more  than  a  king  of 
flaves.  * 

BUT  yet  Madam,  a  true  Ifrealite,  ia 
whom  was  no  guile,  who  loved  the  Lord 
with  all  his  heart,  and  his  neighbour  as 
himfelf,  who  was  neither  ambitious,  nor 
covetous,  nor  over  felicitous  concerning 
the  honours,  riches,  or  pleafures  which 
the  world  affords,  who  walked  watch- 
O  2  fully 
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fully  in  the  denial  of  himfelf,  fo  far  as  to 
hold  no  confederacy  with  any  known  fin 
who  when  he  has  fallen  from  his  duty, 
has  recovered  himfelf  by  true  repentance 
who  has  been  true  to  his  promife,  jufl 
in  his  actions,  charitable  to  the  poor,  and 
well  inclined  to  all  men;  who  could 
forgive  injuries,  laying  a  fide  all  thoughts 
of  revenge  ;  who  could  be  meek,  calm 
and  gentle,  when  in  the  hands  of  furious 
and  violent  fpirits  •,  who  was  of  a  tender 
difpofuion,  being  as  ready  to  prevent 
men  from  falling  into  immoralities  and 
dangers  as  he  was  to  compailionate  them 
in  adverfity  :  fuch  a  one  as  could  be  mo 
derate  in  power,  and  humble  in  profpe- 
rity,  whole  actions  difcover  a  love  to  his 
country,  free  from  the  bias  of  private  in- 
terefr  and  v/hofe  hearty  inclinations  were 
towards  the  good  of  mankind.  Such 
a  man  as  this,  was  priviledged  from  the 
fear  of  evil  tidings,  and  was  commiilio- 
ned  to  hope  i\M  through  the  voice  of  the 
Lord  the  djfyfi&ri  (hall  be  beaten  down  who 
fmote  will  a  road,  If.  xxx.  31. 

NAY,  Madam,  it  was  to  chear  up 
the  heart  of  fuch  an  Ifrcalite  as  this 
that  the  prophet  Ifaiah  foretold  the 
downfalof  the  Babylonifh  grand  monarch 
whole  flaves  uiually  ftyle  him  the  king^ 
as  if  there  were  no  other  king  befides  him, 

faying 
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faying,  Tophet  is  ordained  cf  old,  yea,  for 
tbe  king  it  is  f  re-fared  :  he  lath  made  it 
deep  and  large  :  the  pile  thereof  is  fire  and 
tnutb  wood  :  and  the  breath  of  the  Lord  like 
aftream  of  brimftcne  doth  kindle  it. 

III.  As  to  the  fear  of  hell,  Madam, 
I  have  very  lirtle  to  fay;  for  it  your  La- 
dyfhip  confiders  hell  as  a  confummatc 
ftate  of  wkkednefs,  doubtlefs  a  virtuous 
perlon  is  at  the  greatefl  diitance  from 
thence  He  who  out  of  a  fincere  love  to 
God  is  careful  to  know,  and  confcienti- 
ous  to  do  his  will,  fubmuting  not  only  his 
words  and  aclions,  but  the  very  purpofes 
of  his  heart  thereunto:  he  in  whom  the 
love  of  God  hath  call  down  all  pride  and 
haughtinefs  both  of  heart  and  carnage, 
having  reducrd  his  pailions  to  a  due  mo 
deration  and  temper-,  who  through  his' 
love  to  God,  efteems  the  world  no  more, 
than  it  dderves,  and  makes  ufe  of  it 
only  to  gratify  a  generous  difpofition  of 
mind,  ready  to  compaflionate  and  help 
in  adveriity  \  this  man  is  fo  far  from  any 
fear  of  hell,  that  he  has  in  fome  decree 
the  actual  poflcffion  of  heaven  upon  earth: 
and  by  being  confcious  of  fuch  his  love 
to  God,  he  is  actual  partaker  of  thofe  di 
vine  joys,  which  alone  we  can  fuppoie  to 
affect  the  faints  in  glory  *,  that  is,  fuch  a 
O  3  delight. 
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delight  as  never  forfeits  nor  cloys,  though 
never  fo  frequently  renewed,  or  ever  fo 
long  continued,  and  fuch  as  leaves  no  ill 
relifh  behind  it. 

BUT,  on  the  other  hand,  if  a  man  bears 
no  true  love  to  the  great  and  good  God 
but  dares  commit  fin  with  prelumption  ; 
if  he  be  governed  by  unruly  paffions  in- 
fatiable  defires,  or  by  an  ambitious,  cove 
tous  or  malicious  temper  ;  if  he  be  moved 
by  envy  at  the  profpcrity  of  fome,  or  by 
revenge  for  fmall  offences  taken  at  others*, 
this  man  is  already  fenfibleof  hell  upon 
earth.  And  though  a  thoufand  inventi 
ons  may  be  found  out  to  quiet  the  evil 
fpirit,  which  arifes  from  ihe  felf-confci- 
oufnefs  of  his  own  wicked  heart  •,  yet  no 
thing  can  alleviate  his  torment,  becaufc 
nothing  can  ieparate  confcience  from 
the  foul  of  man. 

IT  is  true,  Madam,  that  fometimes 
the  inftumental  parts  of  religion  are 
called  in  aid,  to  allay  the  terrors  of  a 
hell  within  •,  and  thcfe  devotional  perfor 
mances,  joined  with  a  ftrong  fancy,  may 
for  a  time  have  fome  effect  upon  an  en- 
thufiaftick  temper  ;  as  David's  harp  had 
upon  Saul's  melancholy,  fj  long  as  the 
mufic  lafted.  But  yet  the  dreadful  ap- 
prehenfions  of  guilt  will  not  totally  be 

extin* 
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extinguifhed,  till  our  earned  endeavours 
have  recovered  us  to  a  fmcere  love  of 
God. 

HAVING  thus  endeavoured  to  fhew 
•what  fear  of  God,  of  man,  and  of  hell, 
is  inconfiftent  with  the  love  of  God  •,  I 
hope  it  will  appear  that  1  did  no  ill,  when 
I  offered  to  mew  your  L.adyfhip  yet  a 
more  excellent  way  that  of  charity  or  love  ; 
and  advifed  you,  in  fome  meature,  to  fof- 
ten  the  power  of  fear  in  your  religious 
practices,  and  devotional  performances. 
1  beg  your  Ladyfhip's  favourable  con- 
ftruction  of  what  1  have  written  in  this 
letter,  meaning  thereby  to  teftify  there- 
fpect  due  to  you  from 

Tour  Ladyjkips 
Mofl  Qblidged^  &c. 
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A  LETTER  to  a    very   YOUNG 
LADY  on  her  MARRIAGE. 

By  DEAN  SWIFT. 

THE  following  letter  from  Dean  Swift,  though 
written  for  the  ufe  of  a  particular  young  lady, 
yet  contains  fuch  wife  maxims,  and  abounds  with 
fo  much  good  fenfe  and  knowledge  of  mankind, 
as  mu(t  render  it  of  general  advantage  to  the 
whole  fex,  if  a'temively  perufed. 

A  few  fevere,  end  even  indelicate  exprefllons 
(tand  in  need  of  an  apology,  and  may  be  apt  to 
difguft  ;  but  f^me  allowance  Ihould  be  made  for 
the  turn  of  his  genius,  rhe  difappointments  of  his 
life,  the  tendernefs  of  his  confHtution,  and  the 
particular  degree  of  intimacy  which  fubfifted  be 
tween  him  and  the  young  lady  to  whom  he  wrote. 

HOWEVER, in  proportion  as  hi-;  female  readers 
can  divert  thernfelves  of  the  prejudices  arifing 
from  the  blunt  and  fupercilious  air  of  this  per 
formance,  they  will  be  able  to  reltfli  its  inuruc- 
tion,  and  improve  by  its  precepts. 

MADAM, 

THE  hurry  and  impertinence  of  re 
ceiving  and  paying  vifits  on  ac 
count  of  your  marriage  being  now  over, 
you  are  beginning  to  enter  into  a  couife 
of  life,  where  you  will  want  much  advice 
to  divert  you  from  falling  into  many  er 
rors,  fopperies,  and  follies,  to  which 
your  fex  is  fuhjejt.  I  have  always  borne 
an  entire  friendfliip  to  your  father  and 

mother 
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mother-,  and  the  perfon  they  have  chofen 
for  your  hnfband,  hath  been  for  fome 
years  pad  my  particular  favourite;  I 
have  long  wifhed  you  might  come  toge 
ther,  becaufe  I  hoped,  that,  from  -  the 
goodneis  of  your  difpofition,  and  by 
following  the  counfel  of  wife  friends, 
you  might  in, time  make  yourfelf  worthy 
of  him.  Tour  parents  were  fo  far  in  the 
right,  that  they  did  not  produce  you 
much  into  the  world-,  whereby  you  a- 
voided  may  wrong  fteps,  which  others 
have  taken,  and  have  fewer  ill  imprelfions 
to  be  removed  :  but  they  failed,  as  it  is 
generally  the  cafe,  in  too  much  neglect 
ing  to  cultivate  your  mind;  v.'khout 
which  it  is  impofiiole  to  acquire  or  pre- 
ferve  the  friendship  and  efteem  of  a  wife 
man,  whofoon  grows  weary  of  acting 
the  lover,  and  treating  his  wife  like  a 
miftrefs,  but  wan^s  a  reasonable  compa 
nion,  and  a  true  irirnd,  through  every 
itage  of  his  life.  It  mud  be  therefore 
your  bufineis  to  qualify  yourfelf  for 
thoie  offices;  wherein  I  will  not  iail  to 
be  your  director,  as  long  as  I  mail  ihink 
you  defer vc  it,  by  letting  you  know  hovf 
you  are  to  act,  and  what  you  ougnt  to 
avoid. 

AND  beware  of  dcfpifingor  neglecting 

my 
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my  inftructions;  whereon  will  depend 
not  only  your  making  a  good  figure  in 
the  world,  but  your  own  real  happinefs, 
as  well  as  that  of  the  perfon  who  ought 
to  be  the  deareft  to  you, 

I  muft  therefore  defireyou,  in  the  fir  ft 
place,  to  be  very  (low  in  changing  the 
modeft  behaviour  of  a  virgin.  It  is  uiual 
in  young  wives,  before  they  have  been 
many  weeks  married,  to  a  flume  a  bold 
forward  look,  and  manner  of  talking- 
as  if  they  intended  to  fignify  in  all  com 
panies,  that  they  were  no  longer  girls, 
and  confeqnently  that  their  whole  de 
meanor,  before  they  got  a  hufband,  was 
all  but  a  countenance  and  conftraint  up 
on  their  nature:  whereas,  I  fuppofe,  if 
the  votes  of  wife  men  were  gathered,  a 
very  great  majority  would  be  in  favour 
of  thofe  ladies,  who,  after  they  were  en 
tered  into  that  ftate,  rather  chole  to 
double  their  portion  of  modefty  and  re 
fer  vednefs. 

I  mult  likewife  warn  you  ftr iftly  againft 
the  leaft  degree  of/ondnefs  to  your  huf 
band  before  any  witnefs  whatfoever,  e- 
ven  berore  your  neareft  relations,  or  the 
very  maids  of  your  chamber.  This  pro 
ceeding  is  fo  exceeding  odious  and  dif- 
guftful  to  all  who  have  either  good  breed- 
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ing  or  good  lenfc,  that  they  aflign  two  ve 
ry  unamiable  reafons  for  it.  The  one  is 
grofs  hypocrify,  and  the  other  has  too 
bad  a  name  to  mention.  If  there  is  any 
difference  to  be  made,  your  hufband  is 
the  lowed  perfon  in  company,  either  at 
home  or  abroad  ;  and  every  gentleman 
prefent  has  a  better  claim  to  all  marks 
of  civility  and  diftinction  from  you. 
.  Conceal  your  efteem  and  love  in  your 
own  breatl,  and  referve  your  kind  looks 
and  language  for  private  hours  •,  which 
are  fo  many  in  the  four  and  twenty,  that 
they  will  afford  time  to  employ  a  paffion 
as  exalted  as  any  that  was  ever  delcribcd 
in  a  French  romance. 

UPON  this  headl  fhould  likewife  ad- 
vife  you  to  differ  in  practice  from  thofe 
ladies  who  affect  abundance  of  uneafmefs 
while  their  hufbands  are  abroad  -,  itart 
with  every  knock  at  the  door,  and  ring 
the  bell  inccflantly  for  the  fervants  to  let 
in  their  mailer  ;  will  not  eat  a  bit  at 
dinner  or  lupper,  if  the  hulband  hap 
pens  to  flay  out;  and  receive  him  at  his 
return  with  luch  a  medley  of  chiding  and 
kindnefs,  and  catechiling  him  where  he 
has  been,  that  a  fhrew  from  Bilhngfgate 
would  be  a  more  eafy  and  eligible  com 
panion. 

OF 
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OF  the  fame  leaven  are  thofe  wives, 
who,  when  their  hufbands  are  gone  a  jour 
ney,  muft  have  a  letter  every  poll  upon 
pain  of  fits  and  hyfterics  ;  and  a  day  muft 
be  fixed  for  their  return  home,  without 
the  leaft  allowance  for  bufmefs,  or  fick- 
nefs  or  accidents,  or  weather.  Upon 
which  I  can  only  fay,  that,  in  my  obfer- 
vation,  thofe  ladies  who  are  apt  to  make 
the  greater!  clutter  on  fuch  occafions, 
would  liberally  have  paid  a  meflenizer  for 
bringing  them  news,  that  their  hufbands 
had  broken  their  necks  on  the  road. 

You  will  perhaps  be  offended,  when 
1  advife  you  to  abate  a  little  of  that  vi 
olent  palfion  for  fine  cloatbs  fo  predomi 
nant  in  your  fex.  it  is  a  little  hard,  that 
ours,  for  whofe  fake  you  wear  them,  are 
not  admitted  to  be  of  your  counfel.  I 
may  venture  to  afTure  you,  that  we  will 
make  an  abatement  at  any  time  of  four 
pounds  a- yard  in  a  brocade,  if  the  ladies 
will  but  allow  a  fuitable  addition  of  care 
in  the  cleanlim-fs  and  fvveetnefs  of  their 
perfons.  For  the  fatirical  part  of  man 
kind  will  needs  believe,  that  it  is  not  im- 
poflible  to  be  very  fine  and  very  filthy  ; 
and  that  the  capacities  of  a  lady  are  fome- 
times  apt  to  fall  fhort  in  cultivating 
cleanlinefs  and  finery  together.  I  fhall 
i  only 
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only  add,  upon  io  tender  a  fubject,  what 
a  pleaiaot  gentleman  laid  concerning  a 
filly  woman  of  quality,  That  nothing 
could  make  her  fu;jportable  but  cutting 
off  her  head  i  for  his  ears  were  offended 
by  her  tongue,  and  his  nofe  by  her  hair 
and  teeth. 

I  am  wholly  at  a  lofs   how  to   advife 
you  in   the  choice  of  company  \    which, 
however  is  a  point  of'as  great  importance 
as  any  in  your  life.     If  your  general  ac 
quaintance  be  among  ladies  who  are  your 
cqn.  Is  or  fuperiors,  provided  they  have 
nothing  of  what  is  commonly  called  an  ill 
reputation,  you  think  you  are  fafe  ;  and 
this  in  the  ftyle  of  the  world,  will  pals  for 
good  company:  whereas  1  am  afraid,  it 
will  be  hard  tor  you  to  pick  can  one  female 
acquaintance  in  this  town,  from  whom 
you  will  not  be  in  a  maniftft  danger  of 
con  trad  ing  fome  foppery,  a  flfeci  at  ion,  va 
nity,  folly,  or  vice.  Your  only  fafc-ll  way 
of  converging  with  them  is  by  a  firm  re- 
folution  to  proceed  in  your  practice  and 
behaviour  directly  contrary  to  whatever 
they  (hall  fay  or  clo.    And  this  I  take  to 
be  a  good  general  rule,  with    very    few 
exceptions.     For  inftance  :  In  the  cocl- 
rines  they  ufnaily  deliver  to  young  mar 
ried  women  for   managing   their    huf- 
P  bands 
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bands  ;  their  feveral  accounts  of  their 
own  conduct  in  that  particular,  to  recom 
mend  it  to  your  imitation  •,  the  reflec 
tions  they  make  upon  others  of  their  fex 
for  acting  differently ;  their  directions, 
•how  to  come  off  with  victory  upon  any 
difpute  or  quarrel  you  may  have  with 
your  hufband  ;  the  arts  by  which  you 
may  difcover  and  practife  upon  his  weak 
fide  •,  when  to  work  by  flattery  and  in- 
fmuation,  when  to  melt  him  with  tears, 
and  when  to  engage  with  a  high  hand  : 
in  thefe,  and  a  thoufand  other  cafes,  it 
will  be  prudent  to  retain  as  many  of 
their  lectures  in  your  memory  as  you 
can,  and  then  determine  to  act  in  full 
oppofition  to  them  all. 

I  HOPE  your  hufband  will  interpofe 
his  authority  to  limit  you  in  the  trade  of 
vijiting.  :Half,a  dozen  fools  are>  in  all 
confcience,  as  many  as  you  mould  require 
and  it  will  be  fuiiicient  for  you  to  fee 
them  twice  a-year  •,  for  1  think  the  fafhi- 
on  does  not  exact,  that  vifits  mould  be 
paid  to  friends. 

I  ADVISE,  that  your  company  at 
home  mould  conlift  of  men,  rather  than 
women.  To  fay  the  truth,  I  never  yet 
knew  a  tolerable  woman  to  be  fond  of 
her  own  fex,  I  confefs,  when  both  are 

mixed 
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mixed  and  well  chofen,  and  put  their  beft 
qualities  forward,  there  may  be  an  inter- 
courfe  of  civility  and  good-will  ^  whichy 
with  the  addition  of  fome  degree  of  fenle, 
can  make  converfa'tion  or  any  amufe- 
ment  agreeable.  But  a  knot  of  ladies,  got 
together  by  themfelves,  is  a  very  fchool 
of  impertinence  and  detradUon,  and  ic  is 
well  it  thofe  be  the  word. 

LET  your  men- acquaintance  be  of  your 
hufband's  choice,  and  not  recomended  to 
you  by  any  me-  companions  becaufe  they 
will  certainly  fix  a  coxcomb  upon  you, 
and  it  will  coft  you  fome  time  and  pains 
before  you  can  arrive  at  the  know 
ledge  of  diftinguilhing.  fuch  a  one  from 
a  man  of  fenfe. 

NEVER  take  *  favourite  waiting-Maid 
into  your  cabinet  counfel,  to  entertain  you 
with  hiftories  of  thofe  ladies  whom  fhe 
hath  formerly  ferved,  of  their  diverlions 
and  their  dreiles-,  to  infinuate  how  great 
a  fortune  you  brought,  and  how  little 
you  are  allowed  toMquander  ;  to  appeal  to 
her  from  your  hufband,  and  to  be  deter 
mined  by  her  judgment,  becaufe  you  are 
fare  it  will  be  always  for  you  \  to  receive 
and  difcard  fervants  by  her  approbation 
or  difiike  •,  to  engage  you,  by  her  infmu- 
ations,  in  miiimderftan dings  with  your? 
P  2  be  ft 
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bed  friends,  to  reprefent  all  things  ia 
falle  colours,  and  to  be  the  common  e- 
miiFary  of  fcandal. 

Bur  the  grand  affair  of  your  life  will 
be,  to  gain  and  preferve  the  friendihip 
and  eftee.n  of  your  husband.     You  are 
married  to  a  man  of  good  education  and 
learning,  of  an  excellent  underftanding 
and  an  exact  tafte.     It  is  true,  and  it  is 
happy  for  you,  that  thefe  qualities  in  him 
are  adorned  with  great  modefty,  a  moft 
amiable  fweetnefs  of  temper  and  an  un- 
ufual  difpofition   to    fobnety  and  virtue. 
But  neither  good  nature  nor  virtue  will 
lufferhim  toefteemyou  again  ft  h  is  judge 
ment  •,  and  although  he  is  not  capable  of 
ufing  you  ill,  yet  you  will  in  time  grow 
athing  indifferent,  and  perhaps  contemp 
tible,  unlefs  you  can  fupply  the  lofs  of 
youth    and    beauty  with  more  durable 
qualities.  You  have  but  a  very  few  year 
to  be  young  and  handfome  in  the  eyes 
or.  the  world  •,  and  as  few  months  to  be 
fo  in  the-  eyes  of  a  hufband  who  is  not 
a  fool ;  for  1  hope  you  do  not  ftili  dream 
of  charms  and  raptures,  which  marriage 
ever  did,  and  ever  will  put  afudden  end 
to.     Bcfides,  yours  was  a  match  of  pru 
dence  and  common  go  ,d    liking,  with 
out  any  mixture  of  that  ridiculous  paf- 

{ion 
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fion  which  hath  no  being  but  in  play- 
books  and  romances. 

You  muft  therefore  ufe  all  endeavours 
to  attain  to  fome  degree  of  thofe  accorn- 
plimments,  which  your  hufband  values 
mod  in  other  people,  and  for  which  he 
is  mod  valued  himfelf.  You  muft  im 
prove  your  mind  by  clofely  purfuing  fucii 
a  method  of  ftudy  as  I  mall  direcl  or 
approve  of.  You  muft  get  a  collecti 
on  of  hiftory  and  travels,  which  1  will 
recommend  to  you  and  fpend  forne  hours 
every  day  in  reading  them,  and  making 
extracts  from  them,  if  your  memory  be 
weak.  You  muft  invite  perfons  of  know 
ledge  and  underftanding  to  an  acquaint 
ance  with  you,  by  whofeconverfcition  you 
may  learn  to  correct  y  our  tafte  and  judge 
ment  •,  and  when  you  can  bring  yourlelf 
to  comprehend  and  relifh  the  good 
fenfe  of  others,  you  will  arrive  in  time 
to  think  rightly  yourlelf  and  to  become 
a  reafonable  and  agreeable  companion 
This  muft  produce  inyour  hufband  a 
true  rational  love  and  cfteem  for  you, 
which  old  age  will  not  diminifh.  He 
will  have  a  regard  for  your  judgement 
and  opinion  in  matters  of  the  greateil 
weight  •,  you  will  be  able  to  entertain 
each  other  without  a  third  perfon  to  re- 
P  licvc 
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lieve  you  by  finding  difcourfe.  The  en 
dowments  of  your  mind  will  even  make 
your  perfon  more  agreeable  to  him  ; 
and  when  are  you  alone,  your  time  will 
not  lie  heavy  on  your  hands  for  want  of 
fome  trifling  amufement. 

As  little  refpect  as  1  have  for  the  ge 
nerality  of  your  lex,  it  h  ith  fometimes 
moved  me  with  pity,  to  fee  the  lady  of 
the  houfe  forced  to  withdraw  immedi- 
diately  after  dinner  ;  and  this  in  families 
where  there  is  not  much  drinking;  as  if 
it  were  an  eftabhmed  maxim,  That  wo 
men  are  incapable  of  all  converfation. 
In  a  room  where  both  fexes  meet,  if  the 
men  are  difcourfing  upon  any  general 
fubjecl:,  the  ladies  never  think  it  their 
buiinefs  to  partake  in  what  paffcth,  but, 
in  a  feparate  club  entertain  each  other 
with  the  price  and  choice  of  lace,  and 
filk,  and  what  drefles  they  liked  or  dif- 
approved  at  the  church  or  theplay-houfe. 
And  when  you  are  among  yourfelves, 
how  naturally,  after  the  rirft  compliments 
do  you  apply  your  hands  to  each  others 
lappets,  and  ruffles,  and  mantuas  •,  as  if 
the  whole  bufmefs  of  your  lives,  and  the 
public  concern  of  the  world,  depended 
upon  the  cut  or  colour  of  your  drefles  ? 
As  divines  lay,  that  fome  people  take 

more 
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more  pains  to  be  damned,  than  it  would 
coft  them  to  be  faved  •,  fo  your  fex  em 
ploy  more  thought,  memory  and  appli 
cation,  to  be  fools,  than  would  ferve  to 
make  them  wife  and  ufeful.  When  I 
reflect  on  this,  I  cannot  conceive  you  to 
be  human  creatures  •,  but  a  fort  of  fpe- 
cies  hardly  a  degree  above  a  monkey  j 
who  hath  more  diverting  tricks  than  a- 
ny  of  you,  is  an  animal  lefs  mifchie- 
voiis  and  expenfive,  might  in  time  be  a 
tolerable  critic  in  velvet  and  brocades, 
and,  for  aught  I  know,  would  equally 
become  them. 

I  would  have  you  look  upon  finery  as 
a  necefiary  folly  ;  which  all  great  ladies 
did  whom  I  have  ever  known.  I  do  not 
defire  you  to  be  out  of  the  fafhion,  but, 
t.)  be  the  laft  and  lead  in  it.  I  expect 
that  your  drefs  (hall  be  one  degree  lower 
than  your  fortune  can  afford-,  and,  in 
your  own  heart,  I  would  wifh  you  to  bean 
utter  contemner  of  all  diftindions  which 
a  finer  petticoat  can  give  you-,  bccaufe  it 
will  neither  make  you  richer,  handfom- 
er,  younger,  better  natured,  more  vir 
tuous  or  wife,  than  if  it  hung  upon  a  peg, 

IF  you  are  in  company  with  men  of 
learning,  though  they  happt- n  to  dif- 
courfe  of  arts  and  fcicnccs  out  of  your 

cornpafs. 
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compafs,  yet  you  will  gather  more  ad 
vantage  by  liftening  to  them,  than  from 
all  the  nonfenfe  and  frippery  of  your  own 
fex  ;  but  if  they  be  men  of  breeding  as 
well  as  learning,  they  will  feldom  en 
gage  in  any  converfation  where  you 
ought  not  to  be  a  hearer,  and  in  time 
have  your  part.  If  they  talk  of  the  man 
ners  and  cuftoms  of  the  feveral  kingdoms 
of  Europe,  of  travels  into  remoter  na 
tions,  of  the  (late  of  their  own  country, 
or  of  the  great  men  and  actions  of 
Greece  and  Rome  •,  if  they  give  their 
jndgement  upon  Englim  and  French  wri 
ters,  either  in  verfe  or  profe,  or  of  the 
nature  aud  limits  of  virtue  and  vice;  it 
is  a  mame  for  an  Englifo  lady  not  to 
relifh  fuch  difcourfes,  not  to  improve 
by  them,  and  endeavour,  by  reading  and 
information,  to  have  her  fhare  in  thofe 
entertainments,  rather  than  turn  afideas 
it  is  the  ufual  cuftom,  and  confult  with 
the  woman  who  fits  next  her  about  a 
new  cargo  of  fans. 

IT  is  a  little  hard,  that  not  one  gentle 
man's  daughter  in  a  thoufand  mould  be 
brought  to  read  or  underftand  her  own 
natural  tongue,  or  be  judge  of  the 
eaiieft  books  that  are  written  in  it  ;  as  a- 
jiy  one  may  find,  who  can  have  the  pati 
ence 
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ence  to  hear  them,  when  they  are  difpo- 
Icd  to  mangle  a  play  or  a  novel-,  where 
the  leait  word  out  of  the  common  road, 
is  lure  to  difconcert  them  ;  and  it  is  no 
wonder,  when  they  are  not  fo  much  as 
taught  to  fpell  in  their  childhood,  nor 
can  ever  attain  to  it  in  their  whole  lives. 

1  advife  you  therefore  to  read  aloud 
more  or  lefs,  every  day  to  your  hufband, 
if  he  will  permit  you,  or  to  any  other 
friend  (but  not  a  female  lone)  who  is  able 
to  fet  you  right.  And  as  for  fpelling 
you  may  compafs  it  in  time,  by  making 
collections  from  the  books  you  read. 

I  know  very  well,  that  thole  who  are 
commonly  called  learned  women  have 
loft  all  manner  of  credit  by  their  imper 
tinent  talka.iveneis,  and  conceit  of  them- 
feives.  But  there  is  an  eafy  remedy  for 
this  •,  if  you  once  confiacr,  that,  after  all 
the  pains  you  may  be  at,  ycu  never  can 
arrive,  in  point  of  learning,  to  the  per 
fection  of  a  ichool-boy.  i  he  reading  I 
would  advife  you  to,  is<  nly  for  improve 
ment  of  your  own  good  ienfe,  which 
will  never  fail  of  being  mended  by  dif- 
cretion.  It  is  a  wrong  method,  and  ill 
choice  of  books,  that  makes  thole  lear 
ned  ladies  juft  fo  much  the  worle  for 
what  they  have  read.  And  therefore  it 

(hall 
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{hall  be- my  care  to  direft  you  better  ;  a 
talk  for  which  I  take  myfelf  to  be  not  ill 
qualified  •,  becaufe  I  have  fpent  more 
time,  and  have  had  more  opportunities 
than  many  others,  to  obferve  and  difco- 
ver,  from  what  fburfcs  the  various  follies 
of  women  are  derived. 

PRAY  obierve,  how  infignificant things 
are  the  common  race  of  ladies,  when  they 
have  pafTed  their  youth  and  beauty  ;  how 
contemptible  they  appear  to  tne  men 
and  yet  more  contemptible  to  the  young 
er  part  of  their  own  lex  ;  and  have  no 
relief,  but  in  palling  their  afternoons 
in  vifits,  where  they  are  never  acceptable 
and  their  evenings  at  cards  among  each 
other-,  while  the  former  part  of  the  day 
is  fpent  in  fpleen  and  envy,  or  in  vain  en 
deavours  to  repair,  by  art  and  drefs,  the 
ruins  of  time.  Whereas  I  have  known 
ladies  at  fixty,  to  whom  all  the  polite 
part  of  the  court  and  town  paid  their  a- 
dreiles,  without  any  further  view,  ttan 
that  of  enjoying  the  pleaiure  of  their  con* 
verfation. 

1  AM  ignorant  of  any  one  quality  that 
is  amiable  in  a  man,  wiiich  is  not  equally 
fo  in  a  woman.  I  do  not  except  even 
modefty  and  gentlenefs  of  nature.  Nor 
do  i  know  one  vice  or  folly,  which  is  not 

equally 
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equally  deteftable  in  both.  There  is  in 
deed  on  infirmity  which  is  generally  al 
lowed  you  ;  I  mean  that  of  cowardice* 

Yet  there  fhould  feem  to  be  fome- 
thing  very  capricious,  that  when  women 
profefs  their  admiration  for  a  colonel  or 
a  captain,  on  account  of  his  valour,  they 
mould  fancy  it  a  very  graceful  becoming 
quality  in  themfelves,  to  be  afraid  of 
their  own  fhadows ;  to  fcream  in  a  barge, 
when  the  weather  is  calmeft,  or  in  a 
coach  at  the  ring  ;  to  run  from  a  cow  at 
a  hundred  yards  diftance-,  to  fall  into  fits 
at  the  fight  of  a  fpider,  an  ear-wig  or  a 
frog  At  leaft,  if  cowardice  be  a  iign  of 
cruelty,  (as  it  is  generally  granted),  1  can 
hardly  think  it  an  accomplimment  fo  de- 
firable,  as  to  be  thought  worth  impro 
ving  by  affectation. 

AND  as  the  fame  virtues  equally  be 
come  both  fexes,  fo  there  is  no  quality 
whereby  women  endeavour  to  diftinguim 
themfelves  from  men,  for  which  they 
arenotjuilfo  much  the  worfe,  except 
that  only  of  refervednefs  ;  which  how 
ever,  as  you  generally  manage  it,  is  no 
thing  elfe  but  affectation  or  hypocrify. 
For  as  you  cannot  too  much  diicounte- 
nance  thofe  of  our  fex  who  prefume  to 
take  unbecoming  liberty  before  you, 

ft 
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fo  you  ought  to  be  wholly  unconftrained 
in  the  company  of  deferving  men,  when 
you  have  had  fufficient  experience  of 
their  discretion. 

THERE  is  never  wanting  in  this  town,  a 
tribe  of  bold,  fwaggering,  rattling  la 
dies,  whofe  talents  pafs  among  coxcombs 
for  wit  and  humour  ;  their  excellency 
lies  in  rude  choaking  expreifions  and 
what  they  call  running  a  man  down.  If  a 
-gentleman  in  their  corrpany  happens  to 
have  any  bh-.mifh  in  his  birth  or  peribn, 
if  any  misfortune  h*th  befallen  his  fami 
ly  or  himfelf,  for  wh  ch  he  is  afbamed, 
they  will  be  fure  to  give  him  broad  hints 
of  it  without  any  provocation.  1  would 
recommend  you  to  the  acquaintance  of 
a  common  proftitute,  ra:her  than  to  that 
of  fuch  termagants  as  thefe.  1  have  of 
ten  thought,  that  no  man  is  obliged  to 
fuppofe  fuch  creatures  to  be  women,  but 
to  treat  them  like  infolent  rafcals  difgui- 
fed  in  female  habits,  who  ought  to  be 
firipped,  and  kicked  down  flairs. 

1  will  add  one  thing,  though  it  be  a  iit- 
le  out  of  place  \  which  is,  to  defire  that 
you  will  learn  to  value  and  efleem  your 
hufband  for  thofe  good  qualities  which 
he  really  poiTt'ireth,  and  not  to  fancy  o- 
thers  in  him  which  he  certainly  hath  not. 
i  For 
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For  although  this  latter  is  generally  un- 
de 'Hood  to  be  a  mark  of  l.>ve,  y<jt  it  is 
indeed  nothing  but  affectation  or  ill  judge 
ment.  It  is  true,  he  wants  fo  very  lew 
accomplifhments,  that  you  are  in  no  great 
danger  of  erring  on  this  fide  •,  bi^  my 
caution  is  occafioned  by  a  lady  of  your 
acquaintance,  married  to  a  very  valuable 
peribn,  whom  yet  me  is  fo  unfortunate 
as  to  be  always  commending  for  thole 
perfections  to  which  he  can  leait  pretend. 

I  CAN  give  you  no  advice  upon  the 
article  of  expenfe  :  only  I  think  you 
ought  to  be  well  informed,  how  much 
your  hufband's  revenue  amounts  to;  and 
be  fo  goud  a  computer  as  to  keep  with 
in  if,  in  that  part  of  the  management 
which  falls  to  your  mare  ;  and  not  to  put 
yourfelf  in  the  number  of  thofe  politic 
ladies,  who  think  they  gain  a  great  point, 
when  they  have  teafed~  their  hufb;;nds 
to  buy  a  new  equipage,  a  laced  head,  or 
a  fine  petticoat,  without  once  confidering 
what  long  icores  remain  unpaid  to  the 
butcher. 

I  DESIRE  you  will  keep  this  letter  in 
your  cabinet,  and  oiten  examine  impar 
tially  }our  whole  cenducl  by  it.  And 
fo  God  blefs  you,  and  make  you  a  fair 
example  to  yuur  fex,  and  a  perpetual 

comfort 
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comfort  to  your  hufband,  and  your  pa 
rents.  1  am,  with  great  truth  and  affec- 
.tion, 

MADAM, 

Tcur  mofl  faltbful  friend, 
And  humble  ferv ant. 


An  EPISTLE  upon  the  CULTI 
VATION  of  TASTE. 

AddrefTed  to  Miss  G of  E . 

The     CONTENTS. 

In  ccnfeqttence  of  the  young  lady  j-  requcft,  fowetna* 
nufcript  poems  are  fent  inclofed,  /over,  4,      A 
caution  not  to  confine  her  reading  to  manufcripts, 
which  are   often   car  clefs  and  uncorrecj  ;   but  t9 
regulate   her  lajls  by  fuch  compofitions  as   havs 
been  publijhed,  find  continue  to   receive  the  &?* 
neral  approbation,    10.      Advantages   attending 
a  relijh  for  the  polite  arts,  both  with  refpeft  ts 
pleafure  and  improvement,    14.  and  of  poetry  in 
particular,   23.      An  exception   to  this   in  fome 
performances,    which  tend  to  vitiate  the  tafte 
and  corrupt  the   mar  ah,    38.      Homer  recom 
mended,   not  only  as   being  "the  bejl  poet,  but  as 
his  quarks  contain  the  ancient   mythology  •   and 
will  ferve  to  make    ihe  alinfions  of  other  pccts 
intelligible,  46.     Virgil's  character,   58.    Mil- 
tons,   70.    Dramatic  poetry,   76.      Shakef fear's 
character  in  this  light,   86.      Pope  recommend 
ed  as  a  moral  writer,   86.      His   Rape   of  the 
Lock    charaiJerifed,    93.      His    Dunciad,    96. 
His   E/ay  on  Criticifvi,    ico.      His  P  after  ah, 
1 04 .      His  Jlyle  and  numbers  in  general,    i  r  r . 
Addiforfs   charatter  as  a  poet  and  patriot,    124 
Digrcjion  to  the  Spectator,  which  is  dsfcribed  as 
proper  to  improve  the  mind,  entertain  the  fancy, 
cultivate  the  taftc,  and  form  tkejlvle  of  a  young 
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ferfon,  136.  Thornfons  character  as  a  poet, 
145.  Young's  Univerfal  Paflion  defcribed,  154. 
Garth's  Difpenjatory  andder-imont,  158.  Swjftlt 
diaracler  for  wit,  humour,  ill-nature,  and  want 
of  delicacy,  171:-.  Short  characters  of  Gay, 
Prior,  Parnel,  Hammond,  Walfi,  Shenflom, 
Gray,  Lyttieton,  Blacklock,  )S6.  Here  the 
author  leaves  the  lady  to  her  own  choice  i&poe- 
try,  192.  A  caution  not  to  confine  her  reading 
to  poetry  alone,  19^.  The  Advantages  which 

attend  the  ftudy  of  hiftory  the  hijlories  of 

Greece  and  Rome,  and  that  of  Britain,  recoin- 
r.tended,  204.      A  nothn  of  moral  and  natural 

philofophy   not    Improper   Shafttjlurys    and 

Nettletons  fbort  treatife  pointed  out  for  ths 
firft,  and  nature  difplayed  for  the  lajl,  216.  A 
recommendation  to  employ  her  leifure  hours  in 
reading,  though  fome  abfurdly  would  confine  all 
knowledge  to  the  other  fer.,  222.  A  caution  a- 
g.iinft  letting /peculation  ingrofs  allhsr  thoughts. 
Thafe  aclivs  and  .focial  virtues  recommended 
which  are  adapted  to  her  nature^  fex,  andjla- 
tion,  240.  The  above  duties  conftftent  with 
tajle  and  knowledge.  This  exemplified  in  ths 
characters  of  Madam  Dacier  and  Mrs.  Row* 
24^.  Such  examples  likewife  amongft  ourfe-lyes 
hinted  at, — Conclujion*. 


On 
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MY  dear  ZELINDA,  fmce  you  would  explore 
What  verfes  I  at  prefent  have  in  (lore, 
Receive  inclos'd  fome  unconnected  rhymes, 
The  work  of  various  hands,  at  various  times. 

Your  dawning  tafte  with  pleafure  I  furvey,    5 
And  to  its  fearch  would  nobler  fcenes  difplay; 
Nor  ftill  to  manufcripts  confine  your  views, 
The  carelefs  fallies  of  the  fporting  mufe  : 
But  fix  your  eye  where  real  beauty  reigns, 
And  public  funtfioR  dignifies  the  llrains.  10 

From  Nature's  charms  fupreme  delight  to  fhare, 
To  feel  what's  good — fublirne  -or  new — or  fair, 
With  higher  profpecls  fires  the  human  aim, 
Refines  our  pleafures,  and  improves  our  frame  : 
["his  tafk  the  mules  claim,  by  Heaven  defi^n'd  15 
The  heart  to  fatten,  and  enlarge  the  mind  ; 

At  once  to  guide  and  animate  our  way, 
Where  Truth  and  Virtue  hold  eternal  fway. 
Thefc  glorious  ends  effeSually  to  gain, 
They  charm  the  ear,  the  fancy  entertain  ;       20 
Paint  all  that's  fair  in  Nature  to  the  fight, 
And  mix  fublime  inftruclion  with  delight. 

Vcr.  5.  Tour  daivnirg  tafte,  &c.     The  lady's  age  fifteen, 

V«r.  12.  To  feel  <ivbat' s  gccd,  &c. 

Novelty,  goodCjtfs,  beauty  and  grandeur  or  fublimry,  are 
the  fources  from  \vhence  all  the  pleafures  of  the  internal  ferries 
are  d^ived. 

Ve.r.  15.  This  trjk  tbe  mufa,  &c. 

The  mufcs  pnefide  aliki  over  all  the  polite  arr  ;  but  mu- 
fic,  painting,  and  fculpture,  contribute,  in  fome  degree,  to 

the  fane  end  with    poetry. Jt  has  been  d:fj  uted,  which 

of  the  :mitatu;i:s  are  moH  productive   of  impiovement  •    bti^ 

upon  the  whole,   the  preference  feems  due  to  poetry. See 

.Harris  on  th.it  fubjeft. 

0.3  Yec 
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Yet  not  alone  this  taffc  the  mufe  effays  : 
Pretending  firens  oft  ufurp  her  praife, 
J$eck  with  delufive  charms  the  mimic  lay,        25 
And  lead  too  foon  th'  unwary  mind  aftray. 
Hence,  though  in  Mufic  all  her  numbers  flow, 
Through  all  her  fong  though  endlefs  raptures 

glow, 

Let  Tafte,  let  Virtue  fly  th'  inchanting  ftrain  ; 
Where  falfe  the  feritiment,  the  joy  is  vain.       30 

Not  each  affuming  bard  the  Nine  infpire, 
Vv'hofe  facrilegious  hand  profanes  the  lyre. 
Where-e'er  the  fong  to  faithlefs  Pleafure  leads. 
Through  fairy -profpecls  or  illufive  meads,       35 
Or  flows  in  dull  unanimated  rhyme, 
To  meanncfs  finks,  or  fvvells  to  mock  fubJime  ; 
The  quaint  conceit,  the  force  of  lab'ring  art, 
Can  to  the  Mufe  or  Nature  owe  no  part. 

Let  HOMER,  {till  your  fir  (I  attention  claim, 
Whom  all  the  Nine,  with  all  their  charms  in 
flame.  40 
He  firft  eflay'd  their  noble  ft  wreaths  to  gain  ; 
Ambitious  tafk  i  yet  not  efFay'd  in  vain. 
Hftu  future  bards  with  veneration  view, 
And  with  unequal  wing  his  flights  purfue; 
From  him  invention's  copious  fource  explore,  45^ 
And  deck  their  labours  with  the  borrow'd  (lore* 

To  find  a  hnnd  that  durft  attempt  his  drain, 
A  riioufand  toiling  years  revolv'd  in  vain  ; 
Till  Fate  and  Nature  fmiling  on  mankind, 
Another  brow  for  epic  bays  defign'd,  50 

Ver.   37.  The  q::ami  cow.'?',  &c. 

Alm(.fr  all  rhe  v.i.s  in  Cnarles  II's.  time  may  be  ranged 
Bnrkr  this  c!sf:,  vvhe  )  even  grave  divines  vourhfafed  to  be 
•M'fylar,  a'lc  ;hrew  theij  ou.is  and  Quibbks  from  the  pulpit. 

Deftin'd 
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Deftin'd  beneath  Hefperian  funs  to  bloom, 
And  ftiine  the  glory  of  the  world  and  Rome. 
Hail  facred  MARO  !  in  whofe  deathlefs  ft  rain, 
Nature  and  Art  united  praife  attain  : 
Correct  and  pure  thy  heav'nly  numbers  flow,   £5 
Yet  with  the  kneeneft  flame  of  Genius  glow; 
Through  all  the  records  of  eternal  Fate, 
Fame  faw  but  one  of  Nature's  works  fo  great. 

Britannia's  boaft  !  whofe  lyre,  by  angels  fining, 
Refounded  equal  to  the  themes  he  fung  !          60 
That  man  his  nature  might  with  pleafure  fee, 
In  its  full  height, — God  faid,  Let  MILTON  be  ; 
Then,  as  when  firft  his  world  its  charms  difplay'd, 
Beheld,  approv'd,  and  blefs'd  the  work  he  made. 
Whether  his  fong  to  hell's  dark  depth  defcend,  65 
Where  Night  and  Wo  united  fway  extend  ; 
Or  to  fair  Eden's  happier  climes  arife, 
Or  paint  the  brighter  fplendors  of  the  fides  ; 
One  boundlefs  grandeur:   one  informing  foul, 
Suftains,  illumes,  and  animates  the  whole.      70 

In  narrower  limits,  yet  with  epic  rage, 
Next  view  the  bufkin'd  mules  tread  the  ftage; 
Where  Pity  o'er  the  wrecks  of  Fate  reclines, 
And  in  the  dignity  of  Sorrow  ihines  ; 
Where  courage  toils  in  ftorms  of  Fortune  toft,  75 
And  frlent  Terror  (talks  in  Hamlet's  ghoft. 
Here  mighty  SHAKE  SPEAR,  on  his  natal  throne 
Unrival'd  (Lines,  with  glory  all  his  own; 
Great  nature's  fav'rite,  Angularly  bkft, 
With  all  the  empire  of  the  human  breaft  :        80 
Him  equal  knowledge,  equal  warmth  infpire, 
And  wifdom  tunes,  and  paQlon  ftrikes  his  lyre. 

In  POPE'S  harmonious  pages  you  may  fcan 
The  proper  talk  and  eiliraate  ot  man  ; 
Throu-gh  various  life  his  various  fong  purftie,  85 
\Vhich  as  it  leads,  improves  in  every  view. 

In 
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In  eafy  flowing  numbers  if  he  fmg, 

What  dire  effects  from  am'rous  difcord  fpring  1 

His  pregnant  fancy  to  our  wond'ring  eyes, 

In  various  forms  bids  various  obje&s  rife  ;         90 

And  hangs  fufpended  on  a  f ingle  hair, 

All  the  conceits  and  whimfies  of  the  fair. 

Like  grubs  in  amber,  through  his  living  line, 
See  Blackmore,  Gildon,  Dennis,  Welded  fhine. 
For  when  ralh  witlings  durft  his  rage  inflame,  95 
He  damn'd  the  dunces  to  eternal  fame. 

If  led  by  Truth  and  Tafte,  he  trace  the  fcenes5 
Where  real  beauty  in  ful'.  fplendor  reigns, 
Nature  gives  fanction  to  the  critic's  laws, 
And  {hews  her  ion  the  great  fublirne  he  draws.  100- 

If  nigh  the  filver  Thames  his  Doric  drain 
Difplays  the  guijtlefs  paflions  of  the  plain, 
With  force  united  on  the  melting  heart, 
Mufic  and  Love  their  utmoft  power  exert. 

If  o'er  rough  rocks  the  torrent  poars  along,  105 
Thunders  the  roaring  torrent  through  his  long  ; 
If  fighing  breezes,  wanton  in  the  ikies, 
Soft  in  his  lay  the  breathing  zephyr  fighs. 
Thus  bright  he  fhines,.  in  every  glory  crown'd, 
The  teli  of  Britilh  elegance  and  found.  no 

But  hark  !   what  ftream  of  mufic  pours  along, 
Subiim'-!y  fweet,  and  elegantly  ftrong, 
Sacred  to  Liberty,  who  rais'd  his  aim 
To  add  one  wreath  to  Cato's  deathleis  fame  ! 
Tis  AD  ji  SON,  \vhofe  numbers  court  thy  ear,  115 
Where  Churchill's  glories  ever  bright  appear. 

Thrice 
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Thrice  happy  pair,  with  equal  ardour  fir'd, 
By  one  great  pow'r  in  one  great  caufe  infpir'd,. 
Conqueft  obfequious  led  the  hero's  way  ; 
With  equal  fpirit  glow'd  the  poet's  lay.    ^       I2O 
Who  would  not  all  the  toils  of  war  fuftain, 
To  ihine  immortalized  in  luch  a  ftrain  ?  ^ 
What  mufe  would  ceaie  to  ftrike  the loftieft lyre, 
Should  fuch  heroic  deeds  their  fong  infpire  ? 
But  Wifdom,  and  the  genius  of  mankind,     125 
Another  province  to  their  ion  aflign'd  : 
Britain's  Spectator,  in  whofe  eafy  page, 
At  once  is  feen  the  gentleman  and  fage. 
Here  knowledge  fhines,  in  fatreil  colours  drefs'd, 
The  nobleft  truths  in  jufteft  words  exprefs'd.  13^ 
Here -cultivate  your  tafte,  and  form  your  ftyle  ;. 
Here  at  Sir  Roger's  various  humours  fmile  ; 
Here  view  with  Fancy's  eyes  the  moral  dream, 
Or  with  new  relifh  pafs  from  theme  to  theme. 
Hence  may  you  learn  in  every  light  to  pleafe,  13$ 
To  think  with  elegance,  and  write  wuh  eafe. 

With  tender  feeling  and  descriptive  art, 
Let  THOMSON  charm  thy  mind  and  melt   thy 

heart. 

Thomfon  !   enamour'd  Nature's  darling  care, 
Who  bade  him  all  her  nobleft  taients  ihare  ;  140 
With  him  co  dreams,  and  groves,  and  vales  re- 

tir'd, 

Inform'd  his  judgement,  and  his  fancy  fir'd  ; 
Conllgn'd  her  faithful  pencil  to  his  hand, 
And  taught  him  all  her  wonders  to  expand  : 
So  (tr.ong  his  colours,  fo  divine  his  art,          145, 
Such  beauty  forms,  fuch  life  infpires  each  part, 

Ver,  1 1 8     By  ere  great,  &c. 

Liberty  is  here  meant,   in  whofe  caufe  Add: foil  and  Marl- 
borough  exerted  thetnielves  each  in  their  different  fyheies. 

With 


190       On  the  Cultivation  ofTafle. 

With  keener  transports  fcarce  our  eyes  purfue 
The  great  original  from  which  he  drew. 

Weuldft  thou  the  ardour  of  thy  thoughts  un 
bend, 

And  with  the  mufe  to  gayer  themes  defcend  ? 
See  YOUNG,  in  quick  exuberance  of  thought 
With  all  the  richeft  ftores  of  Fancy  fraught, 
Arm  Satire's  hand  with  darts,  with  fmiies  her 

face, 
And  from  the  love  of  fame  each  action  trace. 

Let  GARTH  with  (harp,  butfalutary  fpleen,  155 
As  mufic  gentle,  but  as  lightning  keen, 
In  phyfic's  mock  folemnity  appear, 
Or  v\ith  corre&  defcription  charm  your  ear. 

The  powers  of  Humour,    Wit,  and  Malice 
join'd,  159 

To  form  one  bard,  the  fcourge  of  human  kind. 
Sudden  as  plagues  his  mortal  ihafts'are  thrown, 
And  all  alike  their  venom'd  fury  own  : 
Not  tinge'd  a  (ingle  villain  to  difgrace, 
But  wound  without  diitinction,  all  our  race. 
O  had  his  rage,  not  men,  but  crimes  purfu'd,.i  65 
With  milder  eyes  had  he  his  nature  view'd  ; 
O'er  Delicacy  had  not  Wit  prevail'd, 
And  in  grofs  pun  or  grofTer  jeft  exhal-'d  ; 
Then  SWIFT  in  mirth  and  fatire   might  have 

(liown 

Perfection  to  the  world  before  unknown.        170 
Spirit  and  eafe  wouldft  thou  at  once  admire, 
Laugh  through  the  well-told  tale  with  GAY  and 
PRIOR, 

PARNELL 

Ver.  157.  Inpbjfo*i  ato.k,  Sec. 

In  the  Difpenf-tory. 
Ver.  158.  c -n\'£t  definpiion,    &C. 

In  his  Cierimont. 
Ver    172."  •      •  " "     Gay  anl  Prior,  &?.  ^5  55 
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PARK  ELL  furvey,  with  ev'ry  laurel  grace'd, 
HAMMOND  with  tendernefs,  and  WALSH   with 

tafte, 

The  foft  diftrefs  of  SHE N STONE'S  rural  lay,    175 
The  tender  plaintive  dignity  of  GRAY, 
Or  he  who  deck'd  his  Lucy's  urn  with  bays, 
The  foul-diffolving  Orpheus  of  our  days. 

Nor  rouft  I  here  forget  to  recommend 

BLACKLOCK my  fav'rite intimate,     and 

friend,  »8° 

We  from  our  earlieit  youth  to  each  were  known. 
Alike  our  pleafures,  our  aflbciates  one  : 
Ah!  could  I  add,  our  kindred  fouls  the  fame, 
Both  fir'd  alike  with  one  congenial  flame  ; 
Then  fhould  my  numbers  flow,  like  his,  refin'd, 
Delight  your  ear,  and  captivate  your  mind.   186 
Thefe  ornaments  of  nature  and  their  age, 
Shall  all  reward  the  moments  they  engage. 

Thus  far  dire&ion  holds  her  friendly  light, 
To  animate  thy  tafte  and  guide  its  flight :      190- 
But  by  attentive  reading  now  refin'd, 
To  its  own  choice  the  fafely  leaves  thy  mind. 

Yet  let  not  veife  alone  thy  heart  engage, 
But  oft  revolve  the juft  hiftoric  page. 
To  f*ricy  this  pad  ages  fhall  reitore,  195 

And  Rome  and  Athens  rife  to  view  once  more. 
Virtue  and  Truth,  in  heighten'd  colours  dreft, 
Embody'd  here,  the  paffions  intereft. 

One  cculd  not  forbear  to  include  thtfe  two  authors  in  fuch 
a  lift  5  though,  at  the  faine  time,  it  muft  be  owned,  had  fomc: 
few  of  their  tales  been  left  out,  it  would  have  done  tjiem  no 
difhorour;  and  one  could,  with  more  confidence,  have  fro- 
poled  their  having  a  place  in  a  lady's  library. 

Vcr.  178.  The  ftul-di/dving,  Sec. 

Lard  Lyttletcn.     See  his  elegy  upon  Lady  Lyttleton. 

Whest 
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When  ALFRED'S  better  conftellation  fhines, 
When  for  ihefceftre  ne  the  crook  refigns  ;       200 
When  WALLACE  fmgly,  with  vindictive  hand, 
Appears  the  faviour  of  a  plunder'd  land  ; 
What  heart  can  ceale   with  patriot  warmth  to 

beat  ? 
Who  for  their  g'ory  would  not  (hare  their  fate  ? 

Now  ftiil  to  higher  views  let  reafcn  foar,    2x15 
Philofophy's  inchanting  fcenes  explore. 
ASHLY  humane,  and  NETTLETON  fhall  fhow 
What  native  joys  froni  facred  Virtue  flow. 

The  fage  whofe  foul  the  love  of  Nature  warms, 
To  trace  her  wonders,  and  difplay  her  charms, 
Confult  attentive,  and  with  curious  eyes,       211 
From  fcene  to  fcene  of  heightening  beauty  rife  ; 
Till  all  the  profped  op'ning  to  thy  fight, 
Shall  yield  immenfe  ineffable  delight ; 
Till  Reafon  being's  end  and  fource  fhall  find,  21  f 
And  all  the  Godhead  burft  upon  thy  mind. 

Though  tyrant  Cuftom,  with  decifive  air, 
From  Learning's  calm  recefs  preclude  the  fair: 
Though  Pedantry,  with  felf-enamoured  fneer, 
Pronounce  domeftic  toils  their  only  fphere;    220 
Their  darling  tenets  let  them  ftill  enjoy, 
Your  kifure-hours  in  reading  ftill  employ. 
Yet  as  fociety  may  juftly  claim 
A  tafk  adapted  to  each  fex  and  frame, 
Much  it  imports,  in  aclive  life,  to  know,        22$ 
What  to  ourfelves,  to  others  what  we  owe, 
What  offices  from  what  relations  rife, 
And  what  our  ftate,  and  what  our  frame  implies. 

Its  proper  place  though  fpeculation  (hare, 
Not  lefs  the  active  pow'rs  demand  thy  care.    230 
Heaven  on  the  foul  its  image  has  impreft, 
A,nd  lighted  facred  reafon  in  the  breaft ; 

Yet 
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Yet  place'd  each  being  in  a  diff'rent  fphere, 
And  from  their  natures  bade  their  tafks  appear  : 
Domeftic  duties  hence  alike  demand  235 

Th'  attentive  judgement,  and  the  aclive  hand. 
Let  thefe,  in  due  degree,  thy  mind  engage  ; 
Nor  let  the  woman  vaniih  in  the  fage. 

O  falfe  to  Nature,  to  her  wifdom  blind, 
Who  think  her  various  tafks  diftracl  the  mind  ! 
By  thefe  in  one  confident  plan  we  rife,  241 

Senfe  makes  us  a<5Hve,  action-  makes  us  wife. 
Nor  refts  my  fong  on  theory  alone  ; 
Thefe  truths  are  likewife  by  experience  known. 
To  prove  the  maxim  jult,  foe  ftill  can  Ihow    245 
A  Gallic  DACIER,  and  a  Britiih  ROWE. 

Nor  are  thefe  glories  of  the  female  kind, 
To  diftant  climes  or  periods  pad  confin'd  ; 
Recent  examples  I  might  here  difplay  ; 
But  this  detail  till  meeting  I'll  delay.  250 

Till  then,  farewell,  and  every  blefling  know. 
That  Wifdom,  Tafte,  and  Virtue  can  beftow. 

Dumfries^  Of}.  30. 
1757' 


Ver.  242.  Serfe  traces  us  ati'ive,  &c. 

Good  fenfe  naturally  points  cut  action  as  proper  for  beings 
jn  our  fituation  :  and  by  engaging  in  the  atlive  fcenes  of  lite, 
ue  improve  in  v.iidom  and  experience. 


B.  FABLES 


[     195 


FABLES 

FOR  THE 
FEMALE     S  E  : 


F   A   B,    I. 

EAGLE,    and  the  Atfenwh   of 
BIRDS. 


To  her  Royal  Highnefs  the  Princefs  of 
W  A  L  E  S. 

THE  moral  lay,  to  beauty  due, 
I  write.  Fair  Excellence^  to  you  ;•- 
Well  pleas'd  to  hope  my  vacant  hours 
Have  been  employ'd  to  fweeun  yours.  « 
Truth  under  fiolion  I  impart, 
To  weed  out  folly  from  the  heart, 
And  fhew  the  paths,  that  lead  ailray 
The  wandririg  nymph  from  wifdom's  way. 
R2  I  flatter 
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I  flatter  none.     The  great  and  good 
.Are  by  their  actions  un.derftood ; 
Your  monument  if  actions  raife, 
Shall  I  deface  by  idle  praife  ? 
1  echo  not  the  voice  of  fame, 
That  dwells  delighted  on  your  name; 
ITer  friendly  tale,  however  true, 
"Were  flatt'ry,   if  I  told  it  you. 

The  proud,  the  envious,  and  the  vain, 
The  jilt,  the  prude,  demand  my  drain  y 
To  thefe,  cletefting  praife,  I  write, 
And  vent,  in  chanty,  my  fpite  ; 
With  friendly  hand  I  hold  the  glafs 
To  all,  promifcuous  as  they  pals  : 
Should  folly  there  her  likenefs  view, 
1  fret  not  that  the  mirror's  true; 
if  the  fantaftic  form  offend, 
I  made  it  not,  but  would  amend. 

Virtue,  in  every  clime  and  age. 
Spurns  at  the  folly  foothing  page, 
While  fa  tire,  that  offends  the  ear 
Of  vice  and  p^ffion,  pleafes  her. 

Premising  this,  your  anger  fpare, 
And  claim  the  fable,  you,  who  dare. 

npHEbirdsin  place, by  factions  prefs'd, 
•*•     To  Jupiter  their  pray'rs  adcirefs'd  •» 
By  fpecious  lies  the  ftate  was  vex'd, 
Their  (souniels  libellers  perplex'd  ; 

Thef 
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They  begg'd  (to  (top  feditious  tongues) 
A  gracious  hearing  of  their  wrongs. 
Jove  grants  their  fnit.     The  Eagle  fat 
Decider  of  the  grand  debate. 

The  pye,  to  trufland  pow'r  preferr'd. 
Demands  penniflion  to  be  heard. 
Says  he,  prolixity  of  phrafc  ' 
You  know  I  hate  :  This  libel  fays, 
u  Some   birds  there  are,  \\ho,  prone  to 

ct  noife/  - 

"  Are  hir'd  to  filence  wifdom's  voice, 
ct  And  fkill'd  to  chatter  out:  the  hour, 
tc  "Rife  by  their  em^tinefs  to  pow'r." 
That  this  is  aim'd  direct  at  me, 
No  doubt,  you'll  readily  agree  ; 
Yet  well  this  fage  aflembiy°knows, 
By  parts  to  government  I  rofe  -? 
My  prudent  counfels  prop  the  (late  ; 
Magpies  .were  never  known  to  prate. 

Ihe  Kite  rofe  up.     His  honed  heart 
In  virtue's  fufPrings  bore  a  part. 
That  there  were  birus  of  prey  he  knew;- 
So  far  the  libeller  faic!  true  ; 
"  Voracious,  bold,  to  rapine  prone, 
"  Who  knew  no  mt'reft  but  their  own  ; 
cc   Who  hov'ring  o'er  the  farmer's  yard, 
"  Nor   p.geon,    chick,     nor   duckling 

"  iFar'u  " 

This  might  be  true,  but  if  apply'd 
To  him,  in  troth,  the  fland'rer  ly'd. 

R  3  Since 


*9S  F  A  B  L  E  S. 

Since  ign'rance  then  might  be  milled, 
Such  things,  he  thought, were  bed  unfaid. 

The  Crow  was  vex'd.  As  yefler-morn 
He  flew  acrofs  the  new-fown  corn, 
A  fc  reaming  boy  was  fet  for  pay, 
He  knew,  to  drive  the  crows  away; 
Scandal  had  found  him  out  in  turn, 
And  buzz'd  abroad,  that  crows  love  corn. 

The  Owl  arofe,  with  folemn  face, 
And  thus  harangu'd  upon  the  cafe. 
That  magpies  prate,  it  may  be  true, 
A  kite  may  be  voracious  too, 
Crows  fametimes  deal  in  new-fown  peafe  •, 
He  libels  not,  who^ftrikes  at  thefe ; 
The  Gander's  here — "  Butthere  are  birds, 
*'  Whofe  wifdom  lies  in  looks  not  words ; 
"  Blund'rers,  who  level  in  the  dark, 
"  And  always  moot  befide  the  mark." 
He  names  not  me;  but  thefe  are  hints, 
Which  manifeft  at  whom  he  iquints; 
]  were  indeed  that  blund'ring  fowl, 
To  queftion  if  he  meant  an  owl. 

Ye  wretches,  hence  !  the  Eagle  cries, 
5Tis  confcience,  confcience  that  applies  •, 
The  virtuous  mind  takes  no  alarm, 
Secur'd  by  innocence  from  harm  •, 
While  guilt,  and  his  aflbciate  fear, 
Are  ftanled  at  the  pafTing  air, 

FAB. 
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Tbs  PANTHER,  the.  HORSE,  and  other 
BEASTS. 

THE  man,  who  feeks  to  win  the  fair, 
(So  cuilom  lays)  muft  truth  forbear.j 
Muft  fawn  and  flatter,  cringe  and  lie, 
And  raife  the  goddefs  to  the  fky: 
For  truth  is  hateful  to  her  ear, 
A  rudenefs,  which  (he  cannot  bear.' 
A  rudenefs  ?  Yes    1  fpeak  my  thoughts; 
For  truth   upbraids  her  with  her  faults. 

How  wretched,  Cloe,  then  am  I, 
Who  love  you,  and  yet  cannot  lie  ! 
And  dill  to  make  you  lots  my  friend, 
I  ftrive  your  errors  to  amend! 
But  fhall  the  fenfelefs  fop  impart 
The  fofteft  pailion  to  your  heart, 
While  he,  who  tells  you  honed  truth. 
And  points  to  happinefs  your  youth, 
Determines,  by  his  care,  his  lot, 
And  lives  neglected  and  forgot  ? 

Truft  me,  my  dear,  with  greater  eaie 
Your  tafte  for  flatt'ry  1  could  pleafe, 
And  fimilies  in  each  dull  line, 
Like   clow- worms  in  the  dark,  fhould 
fhine. 

What 
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What  if  I  fay  your  lips  difclofe 

The  frefhnefs  of  the  op'ning  rofe  ? 

Or  that  yonr  cheeks  are  beds  of  flow'rs, 

Knripen'd  by  refrefhing  fhbw'rs  ? 

Yet  certain  as  thefe  fiow'rs  fhall  fade. 

Time  every  beauty  will  invade. 

The  butterfly,  of  various  hue, 

More  than  the  flow'r  refembles  yon  ;    - 

Fair,  fiutt'ring,  fickle,  bufy  thing, 

To  plcafnre  ever  on  the  wing, 

Gayly  coquetting  for  an  hour, 

To  die,  and  ne'er  be  thought  of  more* 

Would  you  the  bloom  of  youth  fnould 

laft  ?  ; 

'Tis  virtue  that  muft  bind  it  faft  ; 
An  eafy  carriage,   wholly  free 
From  lour  referve,  or  levity  ; 
Good-natur'd  mirth,  an  open  heart, 
And  looks,  unfkill'd  in  any  art ; 
Flumility,  enough  to, own 
The   frailties    which    a -friend    makers 

known  j 

And  decent  pride,  em  u^h  to  know 
The  worth  that  virtue  can  beflovv. 

Thefe  are  the  chaims  wiucu  ne'er  de 
cay, 

Though  youth  and  beauty  fade  away, 
And  time,  which  all  things  elie  removes, 
Still  heishten's  virtue,  and  improves. 

You'll 
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You'll  frown,  and  afk  to  what  intent 
This  blunt  addrefs  to  you  is  fent  ?. 
I'll  fpare  the  queftion,  and  confefs 
I'd  praife  you,  if  I  lov'd  you  lefs  v 
But  rail,  be  angry,  or  complain, 
I  will  be  rude,  while  you  are  vain. 

BENEATH  a  lion's  peaceful  reign, 
When  beads  met  friendly  on  the  plain, 
A  Panther  of  majeftic  port, 
(The  vciineft  female  of  the  court),. 
With  fpotted  fkin,  and  eyes  of  fire, 
Fill'd  every  bolbm  with  ckfire. 
Where-e'er  (he  mov'd,  a  fcrviie  crowd 
Of  fawning  creatures  cring'd  and  bow'd: 
Airemblies  every  week  fhe  held, 
(Like   modern  belles)   with    coxcombs 

fill'cl, 

Where  noife,  and  nonfenfe,  and  grimace, 
And  lies,  and  fcandal,  fill'd  the  place. 

Behold  the  gay,  fantaftic  thing, 
Encircled  by  the  fpacious  ring. 
Low- bowing,  with  important  look, 
As  firft  in  rank,  the  Monkey  fpoke. 
"  Gad  take  me,  madam,  but  I  (wear, 
"  No  angel  ever  look'd  fo  fair: 
"  forgive  my  rudenefs,  but  I  vow, 
56  You  were  not  quite  divine  till  now  ; 

"  Thofc 
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"  Thofe  limbs  !   that  fhape  !  and  then- 

"  thofe  eyes  I 
"  O,  clofe  them,  or  the  gazer  dies  !" 

Nay,  gentle  pug,  tor  goodnefs  hum ; 
I  vow,  and  fwear,  you  make  me  blufh ; 
I  lhall  be  angry  at  this  rate  ; 
'Tis  ib  like  flatt'ry,  which  I  hate. 

The  Fox,  in  deeper  cunning  vers'd, 
The  beauties  of  her  mind  rehears'd, 
And  talk'd  of  knowledge,  tafte,  andftnfe, 
To  which  the  fair  have  vaft  pretence  ! 
Yet  well  he  knew  them  always  vain 
Of  what  they  drive  not  to  attain  r 
And  play'd  fo  cunningly  his  part, 
That  pug  was  rival'd  in  his  art. 

The  Goat  avow'd  his  amVbus  flamey 
And  burnt — for  what  he.durit  not  name* 
Yet  hop'd  a  meeting  in  the  wood 
Might  make  his  meaning  underftood. 
Half  angry  at  the  bold  addrefs,  , 
She  frown'd  -,  but  yet  (he  mutt  confefs,  . 
Such  beauties  might  inflame  .his  blood. 
But  frill  his  phrale  was  ibinewhat  rude. 

The  liog  her  neatnefs  much  admir'd ; 
The  formal  A  Is  her  iwiftneis  fir'd  ; 
\Vhile  all  to  feed  her  folly  drove, 
And  by  their  praiies  fhar'd  her  love. 

The    Horfe,    whole   generous    heart 

difdam'd 
Applaute,  by  fervile  flatt'ry  gain'd, 

With 
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With  graceful  courage,  filence  broke, 
And  thus  with  indignation  fpoke. 

When  flatt'ring  monkeys  fawn,  and 

prate, 

They  juftly  raife  contempt,  or  hate  ; 
For  merit's  turn'd  to  ridicule, 
Applauded  by  the  grinning  fool. 
The  artful  fox  your  wit  commends, 
To  lure  you  to  his  felfifh  ends  ; 
From  the  vile  flatt'rcr  turn  away, 
For  knaves  make  friendfhips  to  betray, 
Difmifs  the  train  of  fop?,  and  fools, 
And  learn  to  live  by  wifdom's  rules  ; 
Such  beauties  might  the  lion  warm, 
Did  not  your  folly  break  the  charm  ; 
For  who  would  court  that  lovely  fhape, 
To  be  the  rival  of  an  ape  ? 

He  faid ;  and  fnorting  in  difdain, 
Spurn'd  at  the  crowd,  and  fought  the 
plain. 


FAB.     III. 

NIGHTINGALE  and  GLOW-WORM. 


'prudent  nymph,  whofe  cheeks 

difclofe 
The  lily,  and  the  blulhing  rofe, 

From 
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From  public  view  her  charms  will  fere  tic 
And  rarely  in  the  crowd  be  ieen  •, 
This  fimple  truth  (hall  keep  her  wife, 
11  The  faireft  fruits  attradl  the  flies." 

ONE  night  a  Glow-worm,  proud  and 
vain, 

Contemplating  her  glittering  train, 
Cry'd,  fure  there  never  was  in  nature 
So  elegant,  fo  fine  a  creature. 
All  other  infedls  that  1  fee, 
The  frugal  ant,  induftrious  bee, 
Or  filk-worm,  with  contempt  1  view ; 
With  all  that  low,  mechanic  crew, 
Who  fervilely  their  lives  employ 
In  bnfinefs,  enemy  to  joy  : 
Mean,  vulgar  herd  !  ye  are  my  fcorn, 
For  grandeur  only  I  was  born, 
Or  fure  am  fprung  from  race  divine. 
And  place'd  on  earth,  to  live  and  mine. 
Thofe  lights,  that  fparkle  fo  on  high, 
Are  but  the  glow-worms  of  the  iky, 
And  kings  on  earth  their  gems  admire, 
Becaufe  they  imitate  my  fire. 

She  fpoke.     Attentive  on  a  fpray, 
A  Nightingale  forebore  his  lay  y 
He  law  the  ihining  morfel  near, 
And  flew,  direded  by  the  glare  ; 
A  while  he  gaz'd  with  fober  look, 
And  thus  the  trembling  prey  befpoke. 
2  Deluded 
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Deluded  fool,  with  pride  elate, 
Know,  'tis  thy  beauty  brings  thy  fate  : 
Lefs  dazzling,  long  thou  might'ft  have 

lain 

Unheeded  on  the  velvet  plain  : 
Pride,  foon  or  late,  degraded  mourns, 
And  beauty  wrecks  whom  (he  adorns. 


FAB.     IV. 

HYMEN,  and  DEATH. 


d'ye  fay  ?  Nay  then  'tis  time, 
nother  year  deftroys  your  prime. 
Bgtiiay--thefettlement)  "That's  made." 
Vv  hy  then's  my  fimple  girl  afraid  ? 
Yec  hold  a  moment,  if  you  can, 
And  heedfully  the  fable  fcan. 

THE  fhades  were  fled,  the  morning 
blufh'd, 

The  winds  were  in  their  caverns  hufh'd, 
\Viien  Hymen,  penfive  and  fedate, 
Held  o'er  the  fields  his  mufmg  gait. 
Behind   him,  through   the  green-wood 

made, 

Death's  meagre  form  the  god  furvey'd  ; 
S  V/ho 
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Who  quickly,  with  gigantic  ftride, 
Out-went  his  pace  and  join'd  his  fide* 
The  chat  on  various  fubjecU  ran, 
Till  angry  Hymen  thus  began. 

Relentlefs  Death,  whofe  iron  fway 
Mortals  reluctant  muft  obey, 
StiM  of  thy  pow'r  fhall  I  complain, 
And  thy  too  partial  hand  arraign  ? 
When  Cupid  brings  a  pair  of  hearts, 
All  over  iluck  with  equal  darts, 
Thy  cruel  (hafts  my  hopes  deride, 
And  cut  the  knot  that  Hymen  ty'd. 

Shall  not  the  bloody,  and  the  bold, 
The  mifer,  hoarding  up  his  gold, 
The  harlot,  reeking  from  the  flew, 
Alone  thy  fell  revenge  purfue  ? 
But  muft  the  gentle,  and  the  kind, 
Thy  fury,  undiftinguilh'd,  find  ? 

The  monarch  calmly  thus  reply'd  ; 
Weigh  well  the  caufe,  and  then  decide* 
That  friend  of  yours  you  lately  nam'd, 
Cupid,  alone  is  to  be  blam'd  ; 
Then  let  the  charge  be  juflly  laid  , 
That  idle  boy  neglects  his  trade, 
And  hardly  once  in  twenty  years, 
A  couple  to  your  temple  bears. 
The  wretches  whom  your  office  blends, 
Silenus  now,  or  Plutus,  fends ; 
Hence  care,  and  bitternefs,  and  ftrife, 
Are  common  to  the  nuptial  life. 

Believe 
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Believe  me  ;  more  than  all  mankind, 
Your  vot'ries  my  companion  find  ; 
Yet  cruel  am  I  cali'd,  and  bale, 
Who  feek  the  wretched  to  releafe  -, 
The  captive  from  his  bonds  to  free, 
Indifioluble  but  for  me. 

'  I'is  I  entice  him  to  the  yoke  : 
By  me,  your  crowded  altars  fmoke  : 
For  mortals  boldly  dare  the  noofe, 
Secure  that  death  will  fet  them  loofe, 


FAB.     V. 

•  •  •  *•' 

The  POET,  and  bis  PATRON. 

WHY,   Coelia,    is  your   fpreading 
waift 

So  loofe,  fo  negligently  lace'd  ? 
Why  mud  the  wrapping  bed-gown  hide 
Your  fnowv  bofom's  iwelling  pride  ? 
How  ill  that  drefs  adorns  your  head, 
Diilain'd,  and  rumpled  from  the  bed  ! 
Thofe  clouds,  that  fhade  your  blooming 

face, 

A  little  water  might  difplace, 
As  Nature  every  morn  beftows 
The  cryftal  dew,  to  cleanfe  the  rofe. 

S  2  Thofe 


208  FABLES. 

Thofe  trefies,  as  the  raven  black, 
That  wav'd  in  ringlets  down  your  back, 
Uncomb'd,   and  injur'd  by  neglecl, 
Deftroy  the  race,  which  once  they  decked. 

Whence  this  forgetfulnefs  of  drefs  ? 
Pray,  madam,  are  you  married  ?  Yes. 
Nay,  then  indeed  the  wonder  ceafes, 
No  matter  now  how  Inofe  your  drefs  is, 
The  end  is  won,  your  fortune's  made, 
Your  filler  now  may  take  the  trade. 

Alas  !   what  pity  'tis  to  find 
This  fault  in  half  the  female  kind  ! 
From  hence  proceed  avtrfion,  itrife, 
And  all  that  fours  the  wecLied  life. 
Beauty  can  only  point  the  darr, 
'1  is  neatnefs  guides  it  to  the  heart ; 
Let  neatnefs  then,  and  beauty  ftrive 
To  keep  a  wav'iing  fame  alive. 

'Tis  harder  far  (you'll  find  it  true} 
To  keep  the  conqueft,  than  fubdue  ^ 
Admit  us  once  behind  the  fcreen, 
What  is  there  fartner  10  be  feen  ? 
A  newer  face  may  raife  the  flame, 
Bu    every  worn^n  is  the  f  me. 

Then  ftudy  chieiiy  to  improve 
The  charm  that  iix'dyour  hufband's  love. 
Weigh  well  his  humour.     Wasitdreis 
1  hat  gave  your  beauty  power  to  blefs  ? 
Puriue  it  Mill  •,  be  neatt- .  leen  -, 
Tis  always  frugal  to  be  clean  5 

So 
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So  fhall  you  keep  alive  defire, 

And  time's  fwift  wing  fnall  fan  the  fire. 

IN  garret  high  (as  (lories  fay) 
A  Poet  fung  his  tuneful  lay ; 
So  foft,  fo  fmooth,  his  verfe,  you'd  fwear 
Apollo  and  the  mufes  there  •, 
Thro'    all  the  town  his  praifts  rung, 
His  fonnets  at  the  playhoufe  fung ; 
High  waving  o'er  his  lab'ring  head, 
The  goddefs  Want  her  pinions  fpread, 
And  with  poetic  fury  fir'd, 
AY  hat  Phoebus  faintly  had  infpir'd. 

A  noble  Youth  of  tafte  and  wit, 
Approv'd  the  fprightiy  things   he  writ, 
And  fought  him  in  his  cobweb  dome, 
Difcharge'd  his  rent  and  brought    him 
home. 

Behold  him  at  the  {lately  board. 
Who  but  the  poet  and  my  Lord  ! 
Each  day  delicioufly  he  dines, 
And  greedy  quaffs  the  generous  wines  ; 
His  fid<^  were  plump,  his  fk  n  was  Pieek;i 
And  plenty  wanton'd  on  his  cheek  -s 
Adoniih'd  at  the  change  fo  new, 
Away  th*  infpiring  goddefs  flew. 
JMOW,  dropt  for  politics  and  news, 
Neglected  lay  the  drooping  mufe, 
Unmindful  whence  his  fortune  came, 
He  fcifled  the  poetic. flame  j 

S  3  Nor 


2io  FABLE  S. 

Nor  tale,  nor  fonnet,  for  my  lady, 
Lampoon,  nor  epigram  Wc<s  ready. 

With  j uft  contempt  iiis  patron  f 
(Reiolv'd  his  bounty  to  withdraw) 
An  -j  thus,  -with  anger  in  his  look, 
The  lafe  repenting  fool  beipoke. 

Blind  to  the  good  that  courts  the  grown, 
"Whence  has  the  fun  of  favour  (hone  ? 
Delighted  with  thy  tuneful  art, 
i,lleem  was  growing  in  my  heart, 
But  icily  thou  rejedl'ft  the  charm, 
That  gave  it  birth,  and  kept  it  warm. 

Uathirtklng  tools,  alone  defpife 
The  arts  that  taught  ti.cm  iirft  co-rife. 


FAB.    VI. 

W<  LF,  the  SHEEP,  and    tie 

DUTY  demands,  the  parent's  voice 
bhculcl     fanchfy     the   daughter's 

choice  i 

In  that  is  t  u    obedence  fhown  ; 
To  chufe  be  o  gs  to  her  alone. 

May  horror  feize  his  niidnight  hour, 
Who  builds  upon  a  parent's  pow'r, 
And  claims  by  purchafe  vile  and  bale, 
The  loathing  maul  for  his  embrace  •, 

Hence 
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H^nce  virtue  fickens ;  and  the  breaft, 
Where  peace  had  built  her  downy  nefl. 
Becomes  the  troubled  feat  of  care, 
And  pines  with  anguiih,  and  defpair. 

A  Wolf,  rapacious,  rough,  and  bold, 
Whofe  nightly  plunders  thin'd  the 

fold, 

Contemplating  his  ill  fpent  life, 
And  cloy'd  with   thefts,    would   take  a 

wife. 

His  purpofe  known,  the  favage  race, 
In  num'rous  crowds,  attend  the  place  ; 
For  why,  a  mighty  wolf  he  was, 
And  held  dominion  in  his  jws 
Her  fav'rhe  whtlp  each  mother  brought 
And  humbly  his  alliance  fouoht  ; 
But  cold  by  age,  or  clfe  too  nice, 
None  found  acceptance  in  his  eyes. 
It  happen'd  as  at  early  dawn 
He  folitarily  crofs'd  the  lawn, 
Stray'd  from  the  fold,  a  fportive  lamb 
Skip'd  wanton  by  her  tieecy  dam ; 
When  Cupid,  foe  to  man  and  bead, 
DifchargtM  an  arrow  at  his  bread. 

1  he  tim'rous  breed  the  robber  knew, 
And  trembling  o'er  the  meadow  flew  ; 
Their  nimbleii  fperd  the  wolf  o'erto  ;kt 
And  courteous,  thus  the  dam  befpoke. 

Stay, 
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Stay,  faired,  and  fufpend  your  fear, 
Truft  me,  no  enemy  is  near  ; 
Thefe  jaws,  in  (laughter  oft  imbru'd, 
At  length  have  known  enough  of  blood; 
And  kinder  bus'nefs  brings  me  now, 
Vanquifh'd,  at  beauty's  feet  to  bow. 

You  have  a  daughter Sweet,  forgive 

A  Wolf's  addrefs in  her  I  live  ; 

Love  from  her  eyes  like  light'ning  came, 
And  fet  my  marrow  all  on  flame  ; 
Let  yourconfcnt  confirm  my  choice, 
And  ratify  our  nuptial  joys. 

Me  ample  wealth  and  pow'r  attend, 
Wide  o'er  the  plains  my  realms  extend; 
What  midnight  robber  dare  invade 
The  fold,  if  1  the  guard  am  made  ? 
At  home  the  fhepherd's  curr  may  fleep, 
While  1  fecure  his  mafter's  fheep. 

Difcourfe  like  this,  attention  claim'd ; 
Grandeur  the  mother's  breaft  inflam'di 
Now  fearlefs  by  his  fide  me  walk'd, 
Of  fettkments  and  jointures  talk'd  ; 
Propos'd,  and  doubled  her  demands 
Of  flcjw'ry  fields,  and  turnip- lands. 
The  wolf  agrees.     Her  boibm  fwells  i 
To  Mifs  her  happy  fate  fhe  tells  -9 
And  of  the  grand  alliance  vain, 
Contemns  her  kindred  of  the  plain. 

The  loathing  lamb  with  horror  hears 
And  wearies  out  her  dam  with  pray'rs : 

But 
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But  all  in  vain  ;  mamma  bcfl  knew 
What  uncxperience'd  girls  fhould  do  ; 
So,  to  the  neigh'bring  meadow  cany'd, 
A  formal  afs  the  couple  marry'd. 
Torn  from  the  tyrant  mother's  fide, 
The  trembler  goes,  a  viclim- bride, 
Reluftant  meets  the  rude  embrace, 
And  bleats  among  the  howling  race. 
With  horror  oft  her  eyes  behold 
Her  murder' d  kindred  of  the  fold  ; 
Each  day  a  fifter-lamb  is  ferv'd  •, 
And  at  the  Glutton'*  table  carv'd, 
The  cradling  bones  he  grinds  for  food, 
And  flakes  his  thirit  with  ftr<  aming  blood. 

Love,  who  the  cruel  mind  detefts, 
And  lodges  Dm  in  gentle  brcaits, 
Was  now  no  more.     Ji.nj  >yment  paM, 
1  he  fa v ape  hunger'd  for  the  feaft  ; 
But  (as  we  rind  in  human  race, 
A  maik  conceals  the  villain's  face) 
Juftice  mult  authorize  the  treat; 
1  ill  then  he  long'd  but  durft  not  eat 

.AS  t.'tth  he  walk'd  in  queft  of  prey, 
The  hunters  met  him  on  the  way  ; 
Fear  wings  his  flight;  the  marfh  he  fought; 
The  faulting  dogs  are  fct  at  fault. 
His  itomach  baulk'd  now  hunger  gnaws, 
Howling,  he  grinds  his  empty  jaws  ; 
Food  mult  be  had,  and  lamb  is  nigh  5 
His  maw  invokes  the  fraudiul  he. 

Is 
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sthis  (diflembling  rage  he  cryM) 
Th-.'  gentle  virtue  of  a  bride  ? 
Thar,  jeagu'd  with  man's  deftroying  race; 
She  fets  her  hufband  for  the  chace  ? 
By  treach'ry  prompts  the  noify  hound 
To  fcent  his  foottteps  on  the  ground  ? 
Thou-trait'refs  vile  !  for  this  thy  blood 
Shall  glut  my  rage,  and  dye  the  wood  ? 
So  faying,  on  the  Lamb  he  flies, 
Beneath  his  jaws  the  vidlim 


F  A  B.    VII. 
The  GOOSE  and,  tie  SWANS. 

1HATE  the  face,  however  fair, 
That  carries  an  affected  air; 
The  lifping  tone,  the  mape  conftrain'd, 
The  (ludy'd  look,  the  paffion  feign'd,^ 
Are  fopperies,  which  only  tend  "*• 
To  injure  what  they  drive  to  mend. 

With  what  fuperior  grace  enchants 
The  face,  which  nature's  pencil  paints  ! 
Where  eyes  uncxerciicd  in  art, 
Glow  with  the  meaning  of  the  heart  ! 
Where  freedom,  and  good-  humour  fit, 
And  eafy  gaiety,  and  wit  ! 

Though 
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Though  perfect  beauty  be  not  there, 
The  mafler  lines,  the  finifh'd  air, 
We  catch  from  every  look  delight, 
And  grow  enamour'd  at   the  fight : 
For  beauty  though. we  all  approve, 
Excites  our  wonder  more  than  love  ; 
While  the  agreeable  flrikes  fure, 
And  gives  the  wounds  he  cannot  cure. 

Why  then,  my  Amoret,  this  care, 
That  forms  you,  in  effect,  lefs  fair  ? 
If  nature  on  your  cheek  beftows 
A  bloom,  that  emulates  the  rofe, 
Or  from  fome  heav'nly  image  drew 
A  form  Apelles  never  knew, 
Your  ill-judg'd  aid  will  you  impart, 
And  fpoil  by  meretricious  art  ? 
Or  had  you,  nature's  error,  come 
Abortive  from  the  mother's, womb, 
Your  forming  care  fhe  flill  rejeds, 
Which  only  heightens  her  defects. 
When  Inch  of  gliu'ring  jewels  proud 
Still  prejs  the  foremoft  in  the  croud, 
Atev'ry  public  lhew..are  feen, 
With  look  awry,  and  aukward  mein. 
The  gaudy  drefs  attracts  the  eye, 
And  magnifies  deformity. 

Nature  may  undergo  her  part, 
But  feldom  wants  the  help  of  art ; 
Truft  her,  me  is  your  fure  ft  friend, 
Nor  made  your  form  for  you  to,  mend. 

A  Goofe 
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AGoofe,  afFefted  empty,  vain, 
The  fhrilleft  of  the  cackling  train. 
With  proud  and  elevated  creft, 
Precedence  claim'd  above  the  reft. 

Says  flie,  I  laugh  at  human  race, 
Who  fay,  geefc  hobble  in  their  pace; 
Look  here  ! — the  fland'rous  lie  detecl  j 
Not  haughty  man  is  fo  ere6h 
That  peacock  yonder  !  Lord,  how  vain 
The  creatures  of  his  gaudy  train  ! 
If  both  were  ftript,  I'd  pawn  my  word, 
A  goofe  would  be  the  finer  bird. 
Nature  to  hide  her  own  defects, 
Her  bungled  work  with  fin'ry  decks  ; 
Were  geefe  fet  off  with  half  that  fhow, 
Would  men  admire  the  peacock  ?    No. 
Thus  vaunting    crofs    the  mead    flic 

flalks, 

The  cackling  breed  attend  her  walks  ; 
The  fun  fhot  down  his  noon-tide  beams, 
The  Swans  werefporting  in  the  dreams  ; 
Their  Inowy  plumes,  and  (lately  pride, 
Provock'd  her  fpleen.     Why  there,  fhe 
cried, 

Ag;ain,  what  arogance  we  fee  ! 

Thole  creatures  !  how  they  mimic  me! 
Shall  every  fowl  the  waters  fkim, 
Bccaufe  we  geefe  are  known  to  fwim  ! 
Humility  they  foon  mall  learn, 
And  their  own  emptinefs  difcern. 

i  So 
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So  faying,  with  extended  wing?, 
Lightly  upon  the  wave  fhe  ipungs  ; 
Her  bofom  fwells,  fhe  fpreads  her  plumes, 
And  the  Iwan's  (lately  creft  afifumes. 
Contempt  and  mockery  enfu'd, 
And  burfts  of  laughter  fhook  the  flood. 

A  fwan,  fuperior  to  the  reft, 
Sprung  forth,  and  thus  the  fool  addrefs'd. 

Conceited  thing,  elate  with  pride  ! 
Thy  affectation  all  deride; 
Theie  airs  thy  aukwardnefs  impart, 
And  mew  thee  plainly  as  thou  art. 
Among  thy  equals  of  the  flock, 
Thou  had'il  efcap'd  the  public  mock, 
And  as  thy  parts  to  good  conduce, 
Been  deem'd  an  honeft,  hobbling  soofe. 
Learn  hence,  to  ftudy  wifdom's  rules  ; 
Know,  foppery's  the  pride  of  fools; 
And  ftriving  nature  to  conceal, 
You  only  her  defech  reveal. 


F    A    B.     VIII. 
fhe  LAWYER  and  JUSTICE. 

LOVE!  thou  divined  good  below, 
Thy    pure    delights    few   mortals 
know  ! 

T  Our 
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Our  rebel  hearts  thy  fway  difown, 
While  tyrant  luft  nfurps  thy  throne. 

The  bounteous  God  of  nature  made 
The  fexes  for  each  other's  aid, 
Their  mutual  talents  to  employ, 
To  leffen  ills,  and  heighten  joy. 
To  weaker  woman  he  affign'd 
That  foft'ning  gentlenefs  of  mind. 
That  can,  by  fympathy,  impart 
It's  likenefs,  to  the  roughed  heart. 
Her  eyes  with  magic  pow'r  endu'd, 
To  fire  the  dull,  and  awe  the  rude. 
His  roiy  fingers  on  her  face 
JShed  lavifh  ev'ry  blooming  grace, 
And  ftamp'd  (perfedion  to  difplay) 
His  mildeft  image  on  her  clay. 

Man,  atftive,  reiblute,  and  bold, 
He  fafhion'd  in  a  different  mould, 
With  ufcful  arts  his  mind  infbrm'd, 
His  bread  witn  nobler  paffions  warm'd; 
He  gave  him  knowledge,  tafte,  and  fenfe, 
And  courage,  for  the  fair's  defence. 
Her  frame,  refiftlcfs  to  each  wrong, 
Demands  prote&ion  from  the  ftrong ; 
To  man  flie  flies,  when  fear  alarms, 
And  claims  the  temple  of  his  arms. 

By  nature's  Author  thus  declar'd 
The  woman's  fov'reign,  and  her  guard, 
Shall  man,  by  treach'rous  wiles,  invade 

e  weaknefs  he  was  meant  to  aid  ? 

While' 
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While  beauty,  given  to  infplre 
Protecting  love,  and  ibft  defire, 
Lights  up  a  wild  fire  in  the  heart, 
And  to  ii/s  own  bread  points  the  dart, 
Becomes  the  fpoilei's  bafe  pretence 
To  triumph  over  innocence. 

The  wolf,  that  tears  the  tim'rous  meep.) 
Was  never  fet  the  fold  to  keep ; 
Nor  was  the  tyger,  or  the  pard, 
Meant  the  benighted  trav'ler's  guard  j 
But  man,  the  wildeft  beaft  of  prey, 
Wears  iriendmip's  iemblance,  to  betray, 
His  ftrength  againft  the  weak  employs, 
And  where  he  fhould  protect,  dcftroys. 

PAST  twelve  o'clock,  the  watchman 
cry'd; 

His  brief  the  ftudious  Lawyer  ply'd  j 
The  all-prevailing  fee  lay  nigh, 
The  earneft  of  to-morrow's  lie. 
Sudden  the  furious  winds  arile, 
The  jarring  cafement  fhatter'd  flies  ; 
The  doors  admit  a-  hollow  found, 
And  rattling  from  their  hinges  bound-, 
When  Jullk-f,  in  a  blaze  of  light, 
Reveal'u  her  radiant  form  to  light. 

The  wteich  with  thrilling  horror  fhook, 
IjOofe  every  jjint,   and  pale  his  look  j 
Not  having  feen  her  in  the  courts, 
Or  found  her  menti^n'd  in  reports, 

Ta  He 
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He  afk'd,   with   fault'ring  tongue,  her 

name, 
Her  errand  there,  and  whence  me  came  ? 

Sternly  the  wbite-rob'd  made  reply'd, 
(A  critnfon  glow  her  vifage  dy'd), 
Can'ft  thou  be  doubtful  who  I  am  ? 
Is  Juftice  grown  fo  ftrange  a  name  ? 
Were  not  your  courts  for  Juftice  rais'd  ? 
Twas  there,  of  old,  my  altars  blaz'd. 
My  guardian  thee  I  did  eleil, 
My  facrecf  temple  to  protecl, 
That  thou,  and  all  thy  venal  tribe 
Should  fpurn  the  goddefs  for  the  bribe. 
Aloud  the  ruin'd  client  cries, 
Juftice  has  neither  ears,  nor  eyes  : 
In  foul  alliance  with  the  bar, 
'Gainft  me  the  judge  denounces  war. 
And  rarely  iiYlies  his  decree, 
But  with  intent  to  baffle  me. 

She  paus'd.     Her    breaft    with  fury 

burn'd. 
The  trembling  Lawyer  thus  return'd. 

{  own  the  charge  is  juftly  laid, 
And  weak  th'  excufe  that  can  be  made; 
Yet  fearch  the  fpacious  globe,  and  fee 
If  all  mankind  are  not  like  me. 

The  gown-man,  fkiil'd  in  Romifh-lies, 
By  faith's  falfe  glafs  deludes  our  eyes  •,  - 
O'er  confcience  rides  without  controul, 
And  robs  the  man,  to  fave  his  foul. 

The 
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The  Do6lor,  with  important  face, 
By  fly  defign,  miftakes  tne  cafe  ; 
Prefcribes  and  fpins  out  the  difeafe, 
To  trick  the  patient  of  his  fees. 

The  foldier,  rough  with  many  a  fear, 
And  red  with  {laughter,  leads  the  war , 
If  he  a  nation's  trufl  betray, 
The  foe  has  offer'd  double  pay. 

When  vice  o'er  all  mankind  prevails, 
And  weighty  int'reft  turns  the  leaks, 
Muft  I  be  better  than  the  reft, 
And  harbour  Juftice  in  my  bread  u? 
On  one  fide  only  take  the  fee, 
Content  with  poverty  and  thee  ? 

Thou  blind  to  fenfe  and  vile  of  mind3 
Ths  exafperated  Shade  rejoin'd, 
If  virtue  from  the  world  is  flown, 
Will  others  faults  excufe  thy  own  ? 
For  fickly  fouls  the  prieft  was  made  -, 
Fhyficans  for  the  body's  aid  •, 
The  foldier  guarded  liberty; 
Man,  woman,  and  the  lawver  me. 
If  all  are  faithlefs  to  their  trufr, 
They  leave  not  thce  the  lefsunjuft. 
Henceforth  your  pleadings  I  difclaim, 
And  bar  the  fanction  of  my  name ; 
Within  your  courts  it  Ihall  be  read, 
That  Juftice  from  the  law  is  fled. 

She  Ipoke  •,  and  hid  in  ihades  her  face, 
footh'd  her  into  grace, 
T  3  FAB.- 
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FAB.     IX. 

FARMER,-    tbe   SPANIEL,  and   the 
CAT. 


WHY  knits  my  dear    her    angry 
brow  ? 

What  rude  offence  alarms  you  now  ? 
I  faid,  that  Delia's  fair,  'tis  true, 
But  did  I  fay  fhe  equali'd  you  ? 
Can't  I  another's  face  commend, 
Or  to  her  virtues  be  a  friend, 
But  inftantly  your  forehead  lours, 
As  if  her  merit  Icflen'd  yours  ? 
From  female  envy  never  free, 
All  mud  be  blind  becaufe  you  fee. 

Survey  the  gardens,  fields,  and  bow'rs, 
The  buds,  the  bloflbms,  and  theflow'rs. 
Then  tell  me  where  the  wood-  bine  grows, 
That  vies  in  fweetnefs  with  the  rofe  ? 
Or  where  t  e  lily's  inowy  white, 
That  throws  fuch  beauties  on  the  fight  ? 
Yet  folly  is  it  to  declare, 
That  thtfe  are  neither  fweet,  nor  fair. 
The  cryital  fhines  with  fainter  rays, 
Before  the  di'rnonds  brighter  blaze  ; 

And 
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And  fops  will  fay,  the  di'mond  dies 
Before  the  luftre  of  your  eyes  : 
But  I,  who  deal  in  truth,  deny 
That  neither  {hiae  when  you  are  by. 

When. zephyrs  oe'r  the  bloflbms  flray. 
And  fweets  along  the  air  convey, 
Shan't  I  the  fragrant  breeze  inhale, 
Becaufe  you  breathe  a  fvveeter  gale  ? 

Sweet  are  the  flow'rs,   that  deck  thc- 

ficld  •, 

Sweet  is  the  fmell  the  blofibms  yield  ; 
Sweet  is  the  fummer  gale  that  blows  ; 
And  fwtet,  tho'  fweeter  you,  the  rofe. 

Shall  envy  then  torment  your  breaft. 
If  you  are  lovelier  than  the  reft  ? 
For  while  I  give  to  each  her  due, 
By  praifing  them  I  flatter  you  ; 
And  praifing  mod,  1  ftill  declare 
You  faireft,  where  the  reft  are  fair. 

A  S  at  his  board  a  farmer  fate, 
•*  *  Replemfh'd  by  his  homely  treat, 
His  fav'rite  fpaniel  near  him  ftood, 
And  with  his  matter  fhar'd  the  food ; 
The  crackling  bones  his  jaws  devoured, 
His  lapping  tongue  the  trenchers  fcour'd; 
Till  faced  now,  fupine  he  lay, 
And  fnor'd  the  rifing  fumes  away. 

}  he  hungry  cat,  in  turn,  drew  neary 
And  humbly  crav'd  a  fervant's  lhare ; 

Her 
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Her  modeft  worth  the  Mafter  knew, 
And  (trait  the  fat'ning  morfel  threw  : 
Enrage'd,  the  fnarling  cur  awoke, 
And  thus  with  fpiteful  envy,  fpoke. 

They  only  claim  a  right  to  eat, 
Who  earn  by  fervices  their  meat ; 
Me,  zeal  and  industry  inflame 
Tofcourthe  fields,  and  fpring  the  game^ 
Or,  plunged  in  the  wintry  wave, 
For  man  the  wounded  bird  to  lave. 
With  watchful  diligence  1  keep, 
From  prowling  wolves,  his  fleecy  fheep  °} 
At  home  his  midnight  hours  fectire, 
And  drive  the  robber  from  the  door. 
For  this,  his  breaftwith  kindnefs  glows  t 
For  this,  his  hand  the  food  beflows  -y 
And  (hall  thy  indolence  impart 
A  warmer  friendmip  to  his  heart, 
That  thus  he  robs  me  of  my  due, 
To  pamper  fuch  vile  things  as  you  ? 

1  own  (with  meekneis  pufs  reply'd) 
Superior  merit  on  your  fide  ; 
Nor  does  my  breaft  with  envy  fwell, 
To  find  it  recompence'd  fo  well  ^ 
Yet  I,  in  what  my  nature  can, 
Contribute  to  the  good  of  man. 
Whofe  claws  dcftroy  the pilf  ring  moufe? 
Who  drives  the  vermin  from  the  houfe  ? 
Or,  watchful  for  the  lab'ring  fwain, 
From  lurking  rats  fccurc  the  grain  ? 

From 
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From  hence,  if  he  rewards  beftow, 
Why  fhould  yvour  heart  with  gall  o'erflow? 
Why  pine  my  happinefs  to  lee, 
Since  there's  enough  for  you  and  me  ? 

Thy  words  are  juft,  the  Farmer  cry'd, 
And  fpurn'd  the  fnarler  from  his  fide,. 


F    A    B.     X. 

fbe  SPIDER,  and  the  BEE. 

HP  HE  nymph,  who  walks  the  public 

ftreets, 

And  fets  her  cap  at  all  {he  meets, 
May  catch  the  fool,  who  turns  to  flare, 
u  t  men  of  fenfe  avoid  the  fnare. 

As  on  the  margin  of  the  flood, 
With  filken  line,  my  Lydia  flood, 
1  fmil'd  to  fee  the  pains  you  took, 
To  cover  o'er  the  fraud  fu  I  hook. 
Along  the  forefl  as  we  ftray'd, 
You  faw  the  boy  his  lime  twigs  fpread  ; 
Cuefs'd  you  the  realon  o-f  his  fear, 
Left,   heedlefs,  we  approach'd  too  near  ? 
For  as  behind  the  bufh  we  lay, 
The  linnet  flutter'd  on  the  fpray. 

Needs  there  luch  caution  to  delude 
The  fcaly  fry,  and  ieather'd  brood  ? 

And 
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And  think  you  with  inferior  art. 
To  captivate  the  human  heart  ? 

The  maid,  who  raoddtly  conceals 
Her  beauties,  while   fhe  hides,   reveals 
Give  but  a  glimpfe,  and  fancy  draws 
Whate'er  the  Grecian  Venus  was. 
Fnv-'i  Xve's  firft  tlg-leaf  to  brocade, 
Ail  cireis  was  m?ant  for  fancy's  aid, 
Which  evermore  deliphted  dwells 
On  what  the  bamful  nymph  conceals. 

When  Celia  itruts  in  man's  attire, 
She  {hews  too  much  to  raife  defire; 
But  from  the  hoop's  bewitching  round, 
Her  very  flioe,  has  pow'r  to  wound. 

The  roving  eye,  the  bolbm  bare, 
The  forward  laugh,  the  wanton  air, 
May  catch  the  fop;  for  gudgeons ilrike 
At  the  bare  hook,  and  bait,  alike  ; 
While  faimon  play  regardlcfs  by, 
Till  art,  like  nature,  forms  the  fly. 

BENEATH  a  peafant's  homely  thatch 
A  Spider  long  had  held  her  watch; 
From  morn  to  night,  with  reftlefs  care, 
She  fpun  her  web,  and  wove  her  fnare. 
Within  the  limits  of  her  reign, 
Lay  many  a  heedlefs  captive  (lain, , 
Or  flutt'ring,  ftruggled  in  the  toils,. 
To  burft  the  chains;  and  Ihun  her  wiles. 

A  ftraying 
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A  ftraying  Bee,  that  perch'd  hard  by, 
Beheld  her  with  difdainful  eye. 
And  thus  began.  Mean  thing,  give  o'er, 
And  lay  thy  (lender  threads  no  more  j 
A  thoughtlefs  fly  or  two,  at  mofl 
^  Is  all  the  conqueit  tnou  can'ft  boafl  ; 
For  bees  of  fcnfe  thy  arts  evade, 
We  fee  fo  plain  the  nets  are  laid. 

The  gaudy  tulip,  that  difplays 
Her  fp reading  foliage  to  gaze  ; 
That  points  her  charms  at  all  (he  fees, 
And  yields  to  every  wanton  breeze. 
Attracts  not  me  j  where  Wulhing  grows, 
Guarded  with  thorns,  the  modeft  rofe, 
Enamour'd,  round  and  round  I  fly, 
Or  on  her  fragrant  bofom  lie  : 
Reludtant,  fhe  my  ardour  meets, 
And  bafhful,  renders  up  her  fweets. 

To  wifer  heads  attention  lend, 
And  learn  this  leflbn  from  a  friend. 
She,  who  with  modefty  retires, 
Adds  fewel  to  her  lover's  fires, 
While  fuch  incautious  jilts  as  you, 
By  folly  your  own  fchcmes  undo. 


FAB. 
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F   A    B.     XI, 
*Tke  YOUNG  LION  and  tie  APE. 

I  S  true,  T    blame    your    lover's 

choice, 

Though  flatter'd  by  the  publick  voice, 
And  peevifh  grow,  and  lick,  to  hear 
His  exclamations,  O  how  fair  ! 
I  liiten  not  to  wild  delights, 
And  tranfports  of  expected  nights  ; 
What  is  to  me  your  hoard  of  charms  ? 
The  whitenels  of  your  neck  and  arms  ? 
Needs  there  no  acquifuion  more, 
To  keep  contention  from  the  door 
Yes  ;  pafs  a  fortnight,  and  you'll  find, 
All  beamy  cloys,  but  of  the  mind. 

Senfe,  and  good  humour  ever  prove 
The  fureft  cords  to  fatten  love. 
Yet,  Phil'lis,  fimpleft  ofyour  lex, 
You  never  think  but  to  perplex  j 
Coquetting  it  with  every  ape, 
That  ftrutts  abroad  in  human  lhape  ; 
I\ot  that  the  coxcomb  is  your  tafte, 
But  that  it  itings  your  lover's  breaft; 
To-morrow  you  refign  the  iway, 
Prepar'd  to  honour  and  obey, 

2  The 
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The  tyrant-n>iftrefs  change  for  life, 
To  the  iubmifllon  of  a  wife. 

Your  follies,  if  you  can,  fufpend, 
And  learn  inftrudtion  from  a  friend. 

Reluctant,  hear  the  firft  addref% 
Think  often,  ere  you   anfwer,  yes  ; 
But  once  refoiv'd,  throw  offdifguife, 
And  wear  yout  wifties  in  your  eyes, 
With  caution  ev'ry  look  forbear, 
That  might  create  one  jealous  fear, 
A  lover's  ripening  hopes  confound, 
Or  give  the  gen'rous  breaft  a  wound. 
Contemn  the  girlifh  arts  to  teaze, 
Ncr  ufe  your  powV,  unlefs  to  pleafe  ; 
for  fools  alone  with  rigour  fway, 
When  foon  or  late  they  mud  obey. 

E  king  of  brutes,  in    life's  de- 

cline, 

^efolv'd  dominion  to  refign  •, 
The  beads  were  fummon'd  to  appear, 
And  bend  before  the  royal  heir.   - 
They  came  ;  a  day  was  riVd  ;  the  crowd 
Before  their  future  monarch. bow'd. 
A  dapper  Monkey  pert  and  vain, 
Step'd  forth,  and  thus  addreis'd  the  train, 
Why  cringe  my  friends  with  flavifti  awe 
Before  this  pageant  king  of  draw  ? 
Shall  we  anticipate  the  hour, 
And  ere  we  feel  it,  own  his  pow'r, 

U  The 
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The  counfels  of  experience  prize, 
1  know  the  maxims  of  the  wife  j 
Suhjtj<5lion   let  us  cafl  away, 
And  live  the  monarchs  of  to-day  ; 
'Tis  ours  the  vacant  hand  to  fpurn, 
And  play  the  tyrant  each  in  turn. 
So  fhall  he  right  from  wrong  difcern, 
And  mercy  from  oppreilion  learn  •, 
At  others  woes  be  taught  to  melt, 
Anil  lothe  the  ills  himfelf  has  felt. 

He  fpoke  ^  his  bofom    fwell'd    with 

pride. 
The  youthful  Lion  thus  reply'd. 

\Yhat  madnefs  prompts  thee  to  provoke 
My  wrath,and  dare  th5  impending  ftroke  ? 
Thou  wretched  fool '  can  wrongs  impart 
Compailion  to  the  feeling  heart  ? 
Or  teach  the  grateful  bread  to  glow, 
The  hand  to  give,  or  eye  to  flow, 
Learn'd  in  the  practice  of  their  fchools, 
From  women  thou  haft  draw  thy  rules  -9 
To  them  return  -,  in  fuch  a  caufe, 
From  only  fuch  expecl  applaufe; 
The  partial  fex  1  don't  condemn, 
For  liking  thofe  who  copy  them. 

WoukTfl  thou  the  gen'rous   lion  bind, 
By  kindnefs  bribe  him  to  be  kind. 
Good  offices  their  likenefs  get, 
And  payment  leilens  not  the  debt  ^ 

With 
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With  multiplying  hand  he  gives 
The  good,  from  others  he  receives  ; 
Or,  for  the  bad  makes  fair  return, 
And  pays  with  int'reft,  fcorn  for  fcorn, 

FAB.     XII. 
The  COLT,  and  Afo  FARMER. 


me,  Corinna,  if  you  can, 
A     Why  fo  averfe,  fo  coy  to  man  P 
Di^  nature,  lavim  of  her  care,  - 
From  her  beft  pattern  form  you  fair, 
That  you,  ungrateful  to  her  caufe, 
Should  mock  her  gifts,  and  fpurn  her 

laws  ? 

And,  mifer-like,  with-hold  that  ftore, 
Which,  by  imparting,  blefies  more  ? 

Beauty's  a  gift,  by  heaven  affign'd 
The  portion  of  the  female  kind  •, 
For  this  the  yielding  maid  demands 
Protection  at  her  lover's  hands  ; 
And  though  by  wafting  years  it  fade, 
Remembrance  tells  him,  once  'twas  paid. 

And  will  you  then  this  wealth  conceal, 
For  age  to  rnft,  or  time  to  fteal  ? 
The  fummer  of  your  youth  to  rove, 
A  ilranger  to  the  joys  of  love  ? 

U  2  Then, 
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Then,  when  life's  winter  haftens  on, 
And  youth's  fair  heritage  is  gone, 
Dow'rltis  to  court  fo  ne  peasant's  arms, 
To  guard  your  wirher'd  age  from  harms, 
Tvo  grat  tude  to  warm  his  bread, 
ror  blooming  beauty  once  pofTefs'd  ; 
How  will  you  vurie  ihai  ftubborn  pride, 
"Which  drove  your  bark  acrofs  the  tide, 
And  failing  before  folly's  wind, 
Left  fenfe  and  happinefs  behind  ? 

Connna,  left  theie  whims  prevail. 
To  fuch  as  you,  1  write  my  tale. 

A  Coir,  for  blood,  and  mettled  fpeed, 
The  chokeilof  the  running  breed, 
Ot  youthful  Hrength,  and  beauty  vain, 
Kefns'd  fubjeciion  to  the  rein. 
In  vain  the  groom's  officious  (kill 
Oppos'd  his  pride,  andcheck'd  his  will; 
In  vain  the  matter's  rornrnu;  care 
Reilrain'd  with  threats,  or  footh'd  with 

pray'r; 

Of  freedom  proud,  and  f  orning  man, 
"Wild  o'er  the  fpacious  plains  he  ran. 

Where  e'er  luxuriant  nature  fpread 
Her  flow'ry  carpet  o'er  tre  mead,    - 
Or  bubbling  lireams  foft-gliding  pafs 
To  cool  and  frefhen  up  the  grafs, 
Diidaming  bounds,  he  cropt  the  blade, 
And  Wcuuon'u  in  the  fpoil  he  made. 

In 
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In  pknty  thus  the  fummer  pafs'd, 
Revolving  winter  came  at  laft  •, 
The  trees  no  more  a  fhelter  yield, 
The  verdure  withers  from  the  field. 
Perpetual  fnows  inveft  the  ground, 
In  icy  chains  the  dreams  are  bound, 
Cold]  nipping  winds,  and  rattling  hail, 
His  lank,  unflielter'd  fides  affaiL 
As  round  he  caft  his  rueful  eyes, 
He  few  the  thatch'd-roof  cottage  rife  ; 
The    profpedt    touched   his   heart  with 

chear  -, 

And  promis'd  kind  deliv'rance  near. 
A  ftable,  erft  his  fcorn  and  hate, 
Was  now  become  his  wifh'd  retreat ; 
His  pajlion  cool,  his  pride  forgot, 
A  Farmer's  welcome  yard  lie  lought.    j 

The  mailer  law  his  woeful  plight, 
His  limbs  that  totter'd  with  his  weight, 
And,  friendly,  to  the  ftable  led, 
And  faw  him  litter'd,  drefs'd,  and  fed. 
In  llothful  eale,  -all  night  he  lay  ; 
Tre  feivants  role  at  break  of  cay  •, 
The  market  calls.     Along  the  road. 
His  back  mult  bear  the  ponti'rous  load^ 
In  vain  he  ftruggks,  or  complains, 
Inceilant  blows  reward  his  pains. 
To-morrow  vanes  but  his  toil ; 
Chain'd  to  the  plough,  he  breaks  the 
foilj 

U  3  White 
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While  fcanty  meals  at  night  repay 
The  painful  labours  of  the  day. 
1   Subdu'd  by  toil,  with  anguifh  rent, 
His  felf  upbraidings  found  a  vent. 
'Wretch  that  I  am  !   he  fighing  faid, 
By  arrogance  and  folly  Ird, 
Had  buc  my  reftive  youth  been  brought 
To  lea  ri  the  lefTon  nature  taught, 
Then  had  I,  like  my  fires  of  yore, 
The  prize  from  every  courier  boie  •> 
While  man  beftow'u  rewards  and  praife, 
And  females  crown'd  my  latter  days. 
Now  lafcing  fervitude's  my  lot, 
My  birth  contemn'd,   my  Ipced  forgot, 
Doomed  am  1,  for  my  pride  to  bear 
A  living  death,  from  year  to  year. 


FAR     XIII. 

tTfo  OWL,  and  the  NIGHTINGALE. 

TO  know  the  miftrtfs'  humour  right, 
See  if  her  maius  are  clean  and 
tight  5 

If  Retty  waits  without  her  (lays, 
She  copies  but  her  lady's  ways. 
When  Mifs  comes  in  with  boiftVous 

'ihout, 
And  drops  no  curt'fy  going  out, 

Depend 
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Depend  upon't,  mamma  is  one, 
Who  reads,  or  drinks  too  much  alone. 

If  bottled  beer  her  third  afiwage, 
She  feels  enthufiaftic  rage, 
And  burns  with  ardour  to  inherit 
The  gifts,  and  workings  of  the  fpirit. 
If  learning  crack  her  giddy  brains, 
No  remedy,,  but  death  remains. 
Sum  up  the  various  ills  of  life, 
And  all  are  fweet,  to  iuch  a  wife. 
At  home,  fuperior  wit  Ihe  vaunts, 
And  twits  her  hufband  with  his  wants; 
Her  ragged  offspring  all  around, 
L'.ke  pigs,  are  wallowing  on  the  ground; 
Impatient  ever  of  controul, 
She  knows  no  order,  but  of  foul ; 
With  books  her  litter'd  floor  is  fpreadj 
Of  namelefs  authors,  never  read  ^ 
Foul  linen,  petticoats,  and  lace 
Fill  up  the  intern. ediate  ipace. 
Abroad,  at  vilitings,  her  tongue 
Is  never  Hill,  and  always  wrong ; 
All  meanings  (lie  defines  aw^y, 
And  (lands,  with  truth  and  fenle,  at  bay. 

If  e'er  fhe  meets  a  gentle  heart, 
Skill'd  in  the  houlewife's  u fetal  art, 
Who  makes  her  family  her  care, 
And  builds  contentment's  temple  there, 

She 
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She  darts  at  fuch  millakes  in  nature, 
And  cries,  lord  help  us  !  what  a  crea 
ture  ! 

Melifia,  if  the  moral  ftrike, 
You'll  find  the  fable  not  unlike. 

AN  Owl,  puff'd  up  with  felf  conceit, 
Lov'd  learning  better  than  his  meat , 
<^ld  manufcripts'  he  treafur'd  up, 
And  rummag'd  every  grocer's  mop  j 
At  paftry- cooks  was  known  to  ply, 
And  drip,  for  fcience,  every  pye. 
For  modern  poetry,  and  wit, 
He  had  read  all  that  Blackmore  writ ; 
So  intimate  with  Curl  was  grown, 
His  learned  treafures  were  his  own  -, 
To  all  his  authors  had  accefs, 
And  fometimes  would  correct  the  prefs. 
In  logic  he  acquir'd  fuch  knowledge. 
You'd  fwear  him  fellow  of  a  college 
Alike   to  every  art,  and  fcience. 
His  daring  genius  bid  defiance, 
And  fwallow'd  wifdorn,  with  thathafte, 
That  cits  do  cuftards  at  a  feaft. 
Within  the  (belter  of  a  wood, 
One  ev'ning    as  he  mufmg  flood, 
Hard  by,  upon  a  leafy  fpray, 
A  Nightingale  began  his  lay. 
Sudden  he  Harts,  with  anger  flung, 
And  fcreeching  interrupts  the  fong. 

Pert, 
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Pert,  bufy  thing,  thy  airs   give  o'er* 
And  let  my  contemplations  (bar. 
What  is  the  mufic  of  thy  voice, 
But  jarring  diflonance  and  noife  ? 
Be  wife.     True   harmony,    thoul't  find, 
Not  in  the  throat,  but  in  the  mind ; 
By  empty  chirp  ng  not  attained, 
But  by  laborious  itudy  gain'd. 
Go,  read  the  authors  Pope  explodes, 
Fathom  the  depth  of  Gibber's  odes, 
"With  modern  plays  improve  thy  wit, 
Read  all  the  learning,   Henley  writ ; 
And  if  thou  needs  muit  fing,  fing  then. 
And  emulate  the  ways  of  men  ; 
So  (halt  thou  grow,  like  me  nfin'd, 
And  bring  improvement  to  thy  kind. 

Thou  wretch,  the  little  Warbiercry'd, 
Made  up  of  ignorance,  and  pride, 
Afk  all  the  birds,  and  they'll  declare, 
A  greater  blockhead  wings  not  air. 
Read  o'er  thyieif,  thy  talents  fcan, 
Science  was  only  meant  for  maru 
No  ienfeleis  authors  me  moled, 
I  mind  the  duties  or  my  neft ; 
"With  careful  wing,  proteft  my  young, 
And  chear  their  evenings  w  th  a  fong  j 
Make  Ihorc  the  weary  trav'ier's  way, 
And  warble  in  the  poet^  lay. 

Thus,  following  nature,  and  her  laws. 
From  men,  and  birds  I  claim  applaufe ; 

While, 
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While,   nurs'd  in  pedantry  and  floth, 
An  Owl  is  fcorn'd  alike  by  both. 


F    A    B«     XIV. 
The  SPARROW, 


TT  was,  as  learn'd  traditions  fay, 
A  Upon  an  April's  biithfome  day, 
When  pleafure,  ever  on  the  wing,  \ 
Returned,  companion  of  the  fpring, 
And  chear'd  the  birds  with  arn'rous  heat, 
Inftrudling  little  hearts  to  beat  *, 
A  fparrow,  frolic,   gay,  and  young, 
Of  bold  addrefs,  and  flippant  tongue, 
Juft  left  his  lady  of  a  night, 
Like  him,  to  follow  new  delight. 

The  youth,  of  many  a  conqueft  vain, 
Flew  off  to  feek  the  chirping  train  •, 
The  chirping  train  he  quickly  found, 
And  with  a  faucy  eafe,  bow'd  round. 

For  every  (he  his  bofom  burns, 
And  this,  and  that  he  wooes  by  turns  i 
And  here  a  figh,  and  there  a  bill, 
And  here  —  thofe  eyes,  fo  form'd  to  kill! 
And  now  with  ready  tongue,  he  firings, 
Unmeaning,  foft,  refiftlefs  things  ; 

With 
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With  vows,  and  dem-me's  (kili'd  to  woo 
As  other  pretty  fellows  do. 
Not  that  he  thought  this  fhort  efiay 
A  prologue  needful  to  his  play  ; 
No,  truft  me,  fays  our  learned  letter, 
He  knew  the  virtuous  fex  much  better; 
But  thefe  he  held  as  fpecious  arts, 
To  mew  his  own  fuperior  parts, 
The  form  of  decency  to  fhield, 
And  give  ajuft  pretence  to  yield. 

Thus  finifhing  his  courtly  play, 
He  mark'd  the  fav'rite  of  a  day  •, 
With  carelels  impudence  drew  near, 
And  whifpcr'd  Hebrew  in  her  ear; 
A  hint, ,  which  like  the  mafons  fign, 
The  conicious  can  alone  divine. 

The  flutt'ring  nymph,  expert  at  feign 
ing, 
•Cry'd,     Sir  !—  pray    Sir,    explain   your 

meaning — 

Go  pratr  to  thole, that  may  endure  ve— 
lo  me  Jt:s  rudenels  ! — I'Jl  aiiure  yt  ! — 
Then  off  (he  glided,  like  a  fwailaw, 
A>  faying — you  guefs  where  to  follow. 

To  fuch  as  know  the  party  let, 
JT:s  needleis  to  declare  they  met  -9 
The  parfon's  barn,  as  authors  mention, 
Confei'sd  the  fair  had  apprehenfion. 
Her  honour  there  fecure  from  (lain,, 
She  held  all  farther  trifling  vain, 

No 
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No  more  affefted  to  be  coy, 
But  ruih'd  licentious,  on  the  joy. 

Hift,  love!  -the  male compan ion cry'd, 
Retire  a  while,  1  fear  we're  fpy'd. 
Nor  was  the  caution  vain  ;  he  law 
A  Turtle,  ruftling  in  the  ftraw, 
While  o'er  her  callow  brood  fhe  hung, 
And  fondly  thus  addrefs'd  her  young. 

Ye  tender  objects  of  my  care  I 
Peace,  peace,  ye  little  helplefs  pair  •, 
Anon  he  comes,  your  gentle  fire, 
And  brings  you  all  your  hearts  require. 
For  us,  his  infants,  and  his  bride, 
For  us,  with  only  love  to  guide, 
Our  lord  afTumes  an  eagle's  fpeed, 
And  like  a  lion,  dares  to  bleed. 
Nor  yet  by  wint'ry  fkies  confin'd, 
He  mounts  upon  the  rudeft  wind, 
From  danger  tears  the  vital  fpoil, 
And  with  affeclion  fweetens  toil, 
Ah  ceafe,  too  vent'rous  !   ceafe  to  dare5 
In  thine,  our  dearer  fafety  fpare  ! 
From  him,  ye  cruel  falcons,  ftray, 
And  turn,  ye  fowlers,  far  away ! 

Should  1  furvive  to  fee  the  day, 
That  tears  me  from  myfelf  away, 
That  cancels  all  that  heav'n  could  give, 
The  life,  by  which  alone  1  live, 
Alas,  how  more  than  loft  were  I, 
Who,  in  the  thought,  already  die  ! 

i  Ye 
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Ye  pow'rs,  whom  men,   and  birds  o- 

bey, 

Great  rulers  of  your  creatutes,  fay, 
Why  mourning  comes,  by  blifs  convey'd, 
And  ev'n  the  fweets  of  love  allay'd  ? 
Where  grows  enjoyment,  tall,  and  fair, 
Around  it  twines  entangling  care  ; 
While  fear  for  what  our  fouls  pofTefs, 
Enervates  ev'ry  pow'r  to  blefs  ; 
Yetfriendfhip  forms  the  blifs  above, 
And,  life  !  what  art  thon,  without  love  ? 

Our  hero,  who  had  hear'd  apart, 
Felt  fomething  moving  in  his  heart, 
But  quickly,  with  difdain,  iupprcfs'd 
The  virtue,  riling  in  his  bread  ; 
And  firft  he  feign'd  to  laugh  aloud, 
And  next,  approaching,  fmii'dandbow'd. 

Madam,  you  muft  not  think  me  rude; 
Good  manners  never  can  intrude  ; 
1  vow  I  come  thro'  pure  good  nature  — > 
(Upon  my  foul  a  charming  creature) 
Are  thcfe  the  comforts  of  a  wife  ? 
This  careful,  cloiftcred,  moaping  life  ? 
No  cioubt,  that  odious  thing  cali'd  duty, 
Is  a  iweet  province  for  a  beauty. 
Thou  pretty  ignorance  i   thy  will 
Is  mealur'd  to  tiiy  want  of  fkill ; 
That  good  old-fafhion'd  dame  thy  mo 
ther, 

Has  taught  thy  infant  years  no  ether : — 
X  The 


242  F  ABLE  S. 

The  greateft  ill  in  the  creation, 
Is  fure  the  want  of  education. 

But  think  ye?— tell  me  without  feign 
ing, 

Have  all  thefe  charms  no  farther  mean 
ing? 

Dame  nature,  if  yon  don't  forget  her, 
Might  teach  your  Lad yfhip  much  better. 
For  fhame,  reject  this  mean  employment; 
Enter  the  world,  and  tafle  enjoyment  ; 
Where  time  by  circling  blifs  we  meafure 
Beauty  was  form'd  alone  for  pleafure  ; 
Come  prove  the  bleffing,  follow  me, 
Be  .wife,  be  happy,  and  be  free. 
Kind  Sir,  reply'd  our  matron  chafte, 
Your  zeal  feems  pretty  much  in  hafte; 
I  own,   the  fondnefs  to  be  blef/d 
Is  a  deep  third  in  every  bread; 
Of  blefsings  too  I  have  my  (tore, 
Yet  quarrel  not,  fhould  heav'n  give  more-, 
Then  prove  the  change  to  be  expedient, 
And  think  me,  Sir,  your  moft  obedient. 

Here  turning,  as  to  one  inferior, 
Our  gallant  fpoke,  and  fmil'd  fuperior. 
Methinks,    to  quit  your  boafted  ftatioa 
Requires  a  world  of  hefitation  ; 
Where  brats  and  bonds,  are  held  a  blefT- 

ing, 
The  cafe,  I  doubt,   is  paft  redreiling. 

Why, 
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Why,  child,  fuppofe  the  joys  I  mention, 
Were  the  mere  fruits  of  my  invention, 
You've  caufe  fulEcient  for  your  carnage, 
In  flying  from  the  curfe  of  marriage  \ 
That  fly  decoy,  with  vary'd  fnares, 
That  takes  your  widgeons  in  by  pairs  ^ 
Alike  to  hufband,  and  to  wife, 
The  cure  of  love  and  bane  of  life  j 
The  only  method  of  forecafting, 
To  make  misfortune  firm  and  lading  •, 
The  fin  by  heaven's  peculiar  fentence, 
Unpardon'd,  thro'  a  life's  repentance. 
It  is  the  double  fnake  that  weds 
A  common  tail  todiff'rent  heads, 
That  leads  the  carcafe  dill  aftray, 
By  dragging  each  a  dirPrent  way. 
Of  all  the  ills  that  may  attend  me, 
From  marriage,  mighty  gods, defend  me  ! 
Give  me  frank  nature's  wild  demefne, 
And  boundlefs  tract  of  a;r  ferene, 
Where  fancy,  ever  wing'cl  for  change, 
Delights  to  fport,  delights  to  range  ^ 
There,  Liberty  !  to  thee  is  owing 
Whate'er  of  blifs  is  worth    beftowing  \ 
Delights,  flill  vary'd,  and  divine, 
Sweet  goddefs  of  the  hills,  are  thine. 
What  fay  you  now,  you  pretty  pink 

you  ? 

Have  I  for  once  /poke  reafon,  think  you  ? 
X  2  You 
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You  take  me  now  for  no  romancer — 
Come,  never  ftudy  for  an  anfwer ; 
Away,  caR  every  care  behind  ye, 
And  fly  where  joy  alone  (hall  find  ye. 
Soft  yet,  return'd  our  female  fencer, 

Aqucftion  more,  orfo and  then,  Sir. 

You've  rally'd  me  with  fenfe  exceeding, 
With  much  fine  wit,  and  better  breeding; 
But  pray,  Sir,  how  do  you  contrive  it? 
Do  thole  of  your  world  never  wive  it  ? 
1 '  No,  no/'  How  then  ?  "  Why,  dare  I  tell, 
"  What  does  the  bufinefs  full  as  well." 
Do  you  ne'er  love  ?  "  An  hour  at  leifure.'' 
Have  you   no  friendfhips  ?    "Yes,  for 

pleafuire.'' 

No  care  for  little  ones  ?  "  We  get  'em, 
c<  The  reft  the  mothers  mind,  and  let  'em.'' 
Thou  wretch,    rejoin'd  the  kindling 

Dove, 

Quite  loft  to  life,  as  loft  to  love  ! 
Whene'er  misfortune  comes,  how  juft! 
And  come  misfortune  furely  muft : 
In  the  dread  feafon  of  difmay, 
In  that,  your  hour  of  trial,  fay, 
Who  then  fhall  prop  your  finking  heart  ? 
Who  bear  affliction's  weightier  part  ? 
Say,when  the  black-brow'd  welken  bends, 
And  winter's  gloomy  form  impends, 
To  mourning  turns  all  tranfient  chear, 
And  blafts  the  mdUncholy  year ; 

For 
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For  times,  at  no  perfuafion,  flay, 
Nor  vice  can  find  perpetual  May  -, 
Then  where's  that  tongue,   by  folly  fed. 
That  foul  of  pennefs,  whither  fled? 
All  fhrunk  within  thy  lonely  neft, 
Forlorn  abandon'd  and  unblefs'd  ; 
No  friends  by  cordial  bonds  ally'd,- 
Shall  feek  thy  cold,  unfocial  fide  ; 
No  chirping  prattlers  to  delight; 
Shall  turn  the  long  enduring  nighty 
No  bride  her  words  of  balm  impart,. 
And  warm  thee  at  her  conftant  heart. 
Freedom,  reitram'd  by  reafon's  force2 
Is  as  the  fun's  unvarying  courfe, 
Benignly  active  fweetly  bright, 
Affording  warmth,  affording  light; 
Bur  torn  from  virtue's  iacred  rules. 
Becomes  a  comet,  gaz'd  by  fools, 
Fareboding  cares  and  dorms  and  ftrifc 
And  fraught  With  all  the  plagues  of  life. 

Thou  fool  !    by   union   every  creature 
Subfifts  through  univerfal  nature  ; 
And  this,  to  beings  of  void  mind, 
Is  wedlock  of  a  meaner  kind. 

While  womb'cl  in  fpace,  primaeval  clay 
A  yet  unfaihion'd  embryo  lay, 
The  fource  of  endlefs  good  above 
Shot  down  his  fpark  of  kindling  love  ; 
Touch'd  by  the  all-enlivening  flame. 
Then  motion  tirit  exulting  came> 

X  3  Each 
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Each  atom  fought  its  feparate  clafs, 
Through  many  a  fair,   enarnour'd   mafs  ; 
Love  cait  the  central  charm  around, 
/nd  with  eternal  nuptials  bound. 
Then  form,  and  order  o'er  the  fky, 
Firft  train'd  their  bridal  pomp  on  high  ; 
The  fun  difplay'd  his  orb  to  fight, 
And  burn  with  hymeneal  light. 

Hence  nature's  virgin  womb  conceiv'd, 
And  with  the  genial  burden  heav'd  ; 
Forth  came  the  oak,   her  firft    born  heir 
And  fcal'd  the  breathing  fleep  of  air  ; 
Then  infant  ftems  of  various  ufe, 
Imbib'd  her  foft  maternal  juice  ; 
The  flow'rs,  in  early  bloom  difclos'd  : 
Upon  her  fragrant  breaft  repos'd  ; 
Within  her  warm  embraces  grew 
A  race  of  endlefs  form    and  hue  ; 
Then  pour'd  her  lefler  offspring  round, 
And  fondly  cloath'd  their  parent  ground, 
Nor  here  alone  the  virtue  reign'd 
By  matter's  cumb'ring  form  detain'd ; 
But  thence  fubliming  and  refinM, 
Afpir'd  and  reach'd  its  kindred  mind. 
Caught  n  the  f  nd,  celeftial  fire, 
The  mind  perceiv'd  unknown  defire, 
-And  now  with  kind  erfufion  flow'd, 
And  now  with  cordial  ardours  glow'd, 
Beheld  toe  fympathetic  fair, 
And  lov'dits  own  reiemblance  there  ; 

On 
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On  all  with  circling  radiance  fhone, 
But  cent'rng,  fix'd  on  one  alone  ; 
There  clafp'd  the  heav'n  appointed  wife, 
And  doubled  every  joy  of  life. 

Here  ever  blefling,  ever  blefs'd, 
Refides  this  beauty  of  the  breaft, 
As  from  his  palace  here  the  god 
Still  beams  effulgent  bhfs  abroad, 
Here  gems  his  own  eternal  round, 
The  rin<r,  by  which  the  world  is  bound, 
Here  bids  his  feat  of  empire  grow, 
And  builds  his  little  heav'n  below. 

The  bridal  partners  thus  ally'd, 
And  thus  in  fweet  accordance  ty'd, 
One  body,   heart  and  fpirit  live, 
Enrich'd  by  every  joy  they  give  ; 
Like  echo  from  her  vocal  hold, 
Return'd  in  muffc  twenty- fold. 
Their  union  firm,  and  undecay'd, 
Nor  time  can  ihake,  nor  pow'r  invade, 
But  as  the  ftcrn  and  fcion  (land, 
Ingrafted  by  a  fkillful  hand, 
They  check  the  temptfts  wintry  rage, 
And  bloom  and  ftrengthen  into  age. 
A  thoufand  amities  unknown, 
And  pow'rs,  perceiv'd  by  love  alone, 
Endearing  looks,  and  chafte  defire, 
Fan,  and  iupport  the  mutual  fire  ; 
Whofe  flame,  peipetual,  as. refined, 
Is  fed  by  an  immortal  mind. 

Nor 
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Nor  yet  the  nuptial  fanftion  ends, 
Like  Nile  it  opens,  and  defcends, 
Which,  by  apparent  windings  led, 
We  trace  to  its  celeftial  head. 
The  fire,  firft  fpringing  from  above, 
Becomes  the  fource  of  life  and  love,. 
And  gives  his  filial  heir  to  flow, 
In  fondnefs  down  on  fons  below : 
Thus  roll'd  in  one  continued  tide, 
To  time's  extremeft  verge  they  glide, 
While  kindred  dreams,  on  either  hand, 
Branch  forth  in  bleilings  o'er  the  land. 

Thee,  wretch  !  no  lifping  babe  fhall 

name, 

No  late-returning  brother  claim, 
No  kinfman  on  thy  road  rejoice, 
No  filter  greet  thy  ent'ring  voice, 
With  partial  eyes  no  parents  fee, 
And  blefs  their  yea^  reftor'd  in  thee» 

In  age  rejected,  or  declin'd, 
An  alien,  ev'n  among  thy  kind, 
The  partner  of  thy  fcorn'd  embrace^ 
Shall  play  the  wanton  in  thy  face, 
Each  fpark  unplume  thy  little  pride. 
All  friendfhip  rly  thy  faithlefs  fide, 
Thy  name,  mail  like  thy  carcafs  rot, 
In  ficknets  ipurn'd,  in  death  forgot. 

All-giving  puw'r !  great   fourceoflife 
O  hear  the  parent !  hear  the  wife  ! 

That! 
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That  life  thou  lendeft  from  above, 

Though  little,  make  it  large  in  love  ; 

O  bid  my  feeling  heart  expand 

To  ev'ry  claim,  on  ev'ry  hand  ; 

To  thole,  trom  whom  my  days  I  drew, 

To  thefe,  in  whom  thofe  days  renew, 

To  all  my  kin,  however  wide, 

In  cordial  warmth,  as  blood  ally'd, 

To  triends,  with  fteely  fetters  twin'cf, 

And  to  the  cruel,  not  unkind  ! 

But  chief,  the  lord  of  my  defire, 
My  life,  myfelf,  my  foul,  my  lire, 
Friends,  children,  all  that  wifh  can  claim, 
Chaftc  paflion  clafp,  and  rapture  name  •, 
O  fp^re  him,  fparr  him,  gracious  pow'r! 
O  give  him  to  my  latetl  hour ! 
Let  me  my  length  of  life  employ, 
To  give  my  ible  enjoyment  joy. 
His  love,  let  mutual  love  excite, 
Turn  all  my  cares  to  his  delight, 
And  every  ncedlefs  bleifing  fpare, 
Wherein  my  darling  wants  a  (hare. 
When  he  with  graceful  acYion  wooes, 
And  fweetly  bills,  and  fondly  cooes, 
Ah  !   deck  me,  to  his  eyes  alone, 
With  chaims  attractive  as  his  own, 
And  in  my  circling  wings  caieis'd, 
Give  ail  the  lover  to  my  breaft. 
Then  in  our  chafte,  connubial  bed, 
My  boiom  pillow'd  for  his  head, 
7  His 
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His  eyes  with  blilsful  flumber  dofe, 
And  watch,  with  me,   my  lord's  rcpofe, 
Your  peace  around  his  temples  tsvine, 
And  love  him,  with  -\  love  like  mine. 
And,  for  I  know  his  gen'rous  flame. 
Beyond  whate'er  my  fex  can  claim, 
Me  too  to  your  protection  take, 
And  fpare  me  for  my  hufband's  fake. 
Let  one  unruffled,  calm  delight, 
The  loving,  and  belov'd  unite  ; 
One  pure  defire  our  bofoms  warm 
One  will  direct,  one  wiih  inform  ; 
Through  life,  one  mutual  aid  fuftain, 
In  death,  one  peaceful  grave  contain, 
While,    fwelling   with     the    darling 

theme, 

Her  accents  pour'd  an  endlefs  dream, 
The  well-known  wings  a  found  impair, 
That  reach'd  her  ear,  and  touch'd   her 

heart  -, 

Quick  drop'd  the  mu fie  of  her  tongue, 
And  forth,  with  eager  joy,  fhe  fprung. 
As  Iwifr  her  ent'ring  confort  flew, 
And .plum'd,  a:  d  kindled  at   the  view  •, 
Their  wings  their  fouls  embracing  meets 
Their   hearts    with    anfwenng    mealure 

beat ; 

Half  loit  in  facred  fweets,  and  bk-fs'd 
With  raptures  leit,  t>ui  ne'er  expreis'd, 

Strait 
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Strait  to  her  humble  roof  fhe  led 
The  partner  of  her  fpotlefs  bed  ; 
Her  young,  a  fiuu'ring  pair,  arife, 
Their  welcome  fparkling  in  their  eyes ; 
Tranfportcd,  to  their  fire  they  bound. 
And  rung  with  fpeechlefs  action  round. 
In  pleafure  wrapt,  the  parents  (land, 
And  fee  their  little  wings  expand  ; 
The  fire,  his  life- fu (lain ing  prize 
To  each  expecting  bill  applies, 
There  fondly  pours  the  wheatcn  fpoil, 
With  tranfport  giv'n,  tho'  won  with  toil; 
While,  all  collected  at  the  fight, 
And  filent  through  fupreme  delight, 
The  fair  high  heav'n  of  blifs  beguiles, 
And  on  her  lord,  and  infants  fmiles. 

The  fparrow,  whofe  attention  hung 
Upon  the  Dove's  enchanting  tongue, 
Of  all  his  little  flights  dilarm'd, 
And  from  himfelf,  by  virtue,  charm'd, 
When  now  he  faw,  what  only  feem'd, 
A  fad,  fo  late  a  fable  deem'd, 
His  foul  to  envy  he  refign'd, 
His  hours  of  folly  to  the  wind, 
In  fecret  wifh'd  a  turtle  too, 
And  %hing  to  himfelf,  withdrew. 
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'The  FEMALE   SEDUCERS. 

S  faid  of  widow,  maid  and  wife, 
That  honour  is  a  woman's  life; 
Unhappy  fex  !  who  only  claim 
A  being,  in  the  breath  of  fame, 
Which  tainted,  not  thequick'ning  gales, 
That  fweep  Sabasa's  fpicy  vales, 
Nor  all  the  healing  fweets  reftore, 
That  breathe  along  Arabia's  fhore. 

Th^  trav'ler,  if  he  chance  to  ftray, 
May  turn  uncenfur'd  to  his  way; 
Polluted  flrea-tr'S  again  are  pure, 
And  deepeft  wounds  admit  a  cure; 
But  woman  !    no  redemption  knows, 
The  wounds  of  honour  never  dole. 
Tho'  diftant  ev'ry  hand  to  guide, 
Nor  fkill'd  on  life's  tempeftuous  tide, 
If  once  her  feeble  bark  recede, 
Or  deviate  from  the  courfe  decreed, 
In  vain  me  leeks  the  friendiefs  fhore, 
Her  fwifter  felly  flies  before  ; 
1  he  circling  .ports  againfl  her  clofe, 
And  fhut  the  wand'rer  from  refpo  e  •, 

Till, 
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'Till,  by  conflicting  waves  opprefs'd, 
Her  found'ring  pinnance  finks  to  refit'  *\ 

Are  there  no  off'rings  to  atone 
For  but  a  fingle  error  ? — None. 
Tho'  woman  is  avow'd,  of  old, 
No  daughter  of  celeftial  mold, 
Her  tempering  not  without  allay, 
And  form'd  but  of  the  finer  clay, 
"We  challenge  from  the  mortal  dame 
The  ftrength  angelic  natures  claim  j 
Nay  more  •,  for  facred  (lories  tell, 
That  ev'n  immortal  angels  fell. 

Whatever  fills  the  teeming  fphere 
Of  humid  earth,  and  ambient  air, 
With  varying  elements  endu'd, 
Was  form'd  to  fall,  and  rife  renew'd. 

The  ftars  no  fix'd  dttration  know, 
Wide  oceans  ebb,  again  to  riow, 
The  moon  repletes  her  waining  face, 
All- beauteous,  from  her  late  dilgrace, 
And  funs,  that  mourn  approaching  night, 
Refulgent  rife  with  new-born  light. 

In  vain  may  death,  and  time  fubdue, 
While  nature  mints  her  race  anew, 
And  holds  fome  vital  fpa^f  apart, 
Like  virtue,  hid  in  ev'ry  heart ; 
'Tis  hence  reviving  warmth  is  feen, 
To  clothe  a  naked  world  in  green. 
No  longer  barr'd  by  winters  cold, 
Again  the  gates  of  life  unfold  -, 

Y  Again 
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Again  each  infect  tries  his  wing, 
And  lifts  frefh  pinions  on  the  fpring  ; 
Again  from  every  latent  root 
The  bladed  item,  and  tendril  moot, 
Exhaling  incenfe  to  the  fkies, 
Again  to  perifh,  and  to  rile. 

And  mud  weak  woman  then  difown 
The  change,  to  which  a  world  is  prone  r 
In  one  meridian  brightnefs  fhine, 
And  ne'er  like  ev'ning  fun's  decline? 
Kefolv'd  and  firm  alone  ?- — Is  this 
What  we  demand  of  woman  ? — Yes. 

But  fhould  the  fpark  of  veftal  fire, 
In  feme  unguarded  hour  expire, 
Or  ihould  the  nightly  thief  invade, 
Hefperia's  chafte,  and  facred  fhnde, 
Of  all  the  blooming  fpoils  pcfTefs'd, 
The  dragon  honour  charm'd  to  reft, 
Shall  virtue's  flame  no  more  return  ? 
No  more  with  virgin  fplendor  burn  r 
No  more  the  ravage'd  garden  blow 
With  fpring's    fucceeding    bloflbm  ? — 

No. 

Pity  may  mourn,  but  not  reflore, 
And  woman  fails,  to  rife  no  more. 

WITHIN  this  fublunary  fphere, 
A   country   lies no    matter 

where  j 

The  clime  may  readily  be  fourid 
3y  all,  who  tread  poetic  ground. 

A  ftream, 
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A  dream,  cali'd  life,  acrofs  it  glides, 
And  equally  the  land  divides ; 
And  here,  of  vice  the  province  lies, 
And  there,  the  hills  of  virtue  rife. 

Upon  a  mountain's  airy  {land, 
Whofe  fummit  look'd  to  either  land, 
An  ancient  pair  their  dwelling  chofc, 
As  well  for  profpect,  as  repofe  ; 
For  mutual  faith  they  long  were  fam'd, 
And  Temp'rance,    and  Religion  nam'd, 

A  num'rous  progeny  divine, 
Confefj'd  the  honours  of  their  line  ; 
But  in  a  little  daughter  fair, 
Was  center'd  more  than  half  their  care; 
For  heav'n,  to  gratulate  her  birth, 
Gave  figns  of  future  joy  to  earth  ; 
White  was  the  robe  trfts  infant  wore, 
And  Chaftity  the  name  (he  bore. 

As  now  the  maid  in  ftature  grew, 
(A  fiow'r  juft  opening  to  the  view) 
Oft  thro'  her  native  lawns  fhe  ft  ray 'J, 
And  wreftling  with  the  lambkins  play'd; 
Her  looks  drffufive  fweets  bequeath'd, 
The  breeze  grew  purer  as  fhe  breath'd, 
The  morn  her  radiant  blufh  afTum'd, 
Theipringwithftrlicrfragrancebloom'd, 
And  nature  yearly  took  delight, 
Like- her  to  drds  the  world  in  white, 

But  when  her  r;fing  form  was  feen 
To  reach  the  crifis  of  fifteen, 
Her  parents  up  ihe  mountain's  head, 
With  anxious  ftep  their  darling  led  ; 

Y   2  By 
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By  turns  they  fnatch'd  her  to  their  bread; 
And  thus  the  fears  of  age  expreis'd. 

O  !  joyful  caufe  of  many  a  care  ! 
O  daughter  too  divinely  fair  I 
Yon  world,  on  this  important  day, 
Demands  thee  to  a  dang'rous  way  ; 
A  painful  journey  ail  mult  go, 
Whole  doubted  period  none  can  know, 
Whofe  due  direction  who  can  find, 
Where  reafon's  mute,  and  fenle  is  blind? 
Ah,   what  unequal  leaders  thefe, 
Thro'  fuch  a  wide,  perplexing  maze  I 
Then  mark  the  warnings  ot  the  wile, 
And  learn  what  love  and  years  advife. 

Far  to  the  right  thy  profpeft  bend, 
Where  yonder  tow'ring  hills  afcend  : 
Lo,  there  the  ardlious  paths  in  view, 
Which  virtue,  and  her  fons  purlue ; 
With  toil  o'er  lefs'ning  earth  they  rife, 
And  gain,  and  gain  upon  the  fkies. 
Narrow's  the  way  her  children  tread, 
No  walk,  for  pleaiure  frnoothly  fpreadr 
But  rough,  and  difficult,  and  deep, 
Painful  to  climb,  and  hard  to  keep. 

Fruits  immature  thofe  lands dilpenfe, 
A  food  indelicate  to  ienfe, 
Of  tafte  unpleasant  -,  yet  from  thofe 
Pureh  alth,  with  chearful  vigour  flows, 
And  ftreng':h,  unfeeling  of  decay, 
Throughout  the  long,  laborious  way. 

He  ace, 


FABLES.  25? 

Hence,    as  they   fcale   that  heav'niy 

road, 

Each  limb  is  lightened  of  its  load  i 
From  earth  refining  ftill  they  go, 
And  leave  the  mortal  weight  below, 
Then  fpreads   the  (Irak,   the  doubtful 

clears, 

And  fmooth  the  rugged  path  appears ; 
FoV  cuftom  turns  fatigue  to  eafe, 
And,  taught  by  virtue,  pain  can  pleafe. 
At  length,  the  toilfome  journey  o'er, 
And  near  the  bright,  celeftial  Ihore, 
A  gulph,  black,  fearful,  and  profound. 
Appears,  of  either  world  the  bound, 
Thro'  darknefs,  leading  up  to  light , 
Scnfe  backwards  (brinks,  and  (huns  the 

fight  -, 

For  there  the  tranfitory  train, 
Of  time,  and  form,  and  care,  and  pain, 
And  matter's  grofs,  incumb'ring  mafs, 
Man's  late  aflbciates,  cannot  pals, 
But  finking,  quit  th'  immortal  charge, 
And  leave  the  wond'ring  foul  at  large  -9 
Lightly  fhe  wings  her  obvious  way, 
And  mingles  with  eternal  day. 

Thither,  O  thither  wing  thy  (peed, 
Tho'  pleafure  charm,  or  pain  impede  \ 
To  fuch  th' all- bounteous  pow'r  has  giv'ne 
For  prcfent  earth,  a  future  heav'n  •, 
For  trivial  lofs,  unmeafur'd  gain, 
And  endkfs  blifs;  for  traqfie-nt  pain. 

Y  3  Then 
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Then  fear,  ah  !  fear  to  turn  thy  fight,. 
Where  yonder  flow'ry  fields  invite  -} 
Wide  on  the  left  the  path -way  bends. 
And  with  pernicious  cafe  defcends ; 
There  fweet  to  fmfe,  and  fair  to  fhow, 
New-planted  Edens  feem  to  blow, 
Trees,  that  delicious  poifon  oear, 
For  death- is  vegetable  there. 

Hen.-e  is  the-  frame  of  health  unbrace'd, 
Er.ch  fniew  fLck'mng  at  the  tafte, 
The  lou»  to -paffion  yields  her  throne, 
.And  lees  wiih  organs  not  her  own  ; 
While,  like  the  fliimb'rer  in  the  night, 
Pk-as'd  with  the  ftiadowy  dream  of  light, 
Betorr  her  alienated  eyes, 
The  Icenes  of  fairy-land  arife  y 
The  puppet  world's  amufing  fhow, 
Dipt  in  the  gayly-colour'd  bow, 
Scepters,    and   wreaths,    and  glitt'ring 

things, 

The  toys  of  infants,  and  of  kings, 
That  tempt,   along  the  baneful  plain. 
The  idly  wife,  and  lightly  vain, 
Till  verging  on  the  gulphy  more, 
Sud:  en  they  (ink,  and  rile  no  more. 
But  lift  to  what  thy  fates  declare  -, 
Tho'  thou  art  woman,  frail  as  fair, 
If  once  thy  Hiding  foot  mould  ftray, 
©nee  quit  yon  heav'n  appointed  way, 
For  thee,  loft  maid,  for  thee  alone, 
Norpray'rs  fhal  plead,  nor  tears  atone ; 

JKcproach? 
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Reproach,  (corn,  infamy,  a '.id  hate, 
On  thy  returning  flrps  fhall  wait, 
Thy  form  be  loath'd  by  every  eye, 
And  every  foot  thy  pre fence  fly. 

Thus    arm'd  with    words    uf  potent 

found, 

Like  guardian  angels  place'd  around, 
A  charm,   by  truth  divinely  call, 
Forward,  our  young  advent'rer  pafs'd 
Forth  from  her  facred  eye-lids  fent, 
Like  morn,  fore  running  radience  went. 
While  honour,  hand  maid  late  aillgn'd 
Upheld  her  lucid  train  behind. 
Awe-ftruck  the  much  admiring- crowd 
Before  the  virgin  vifion  bow'd, 
Gaz'd  with  an  ever  new  delight, 
And  caught  frelli  .virtue  at  the  fight; 
For  not  of  earth's  unequal  frame 
They    deem     the     heav'n-compounded 

D,  me ; 

If  matter,  fure  the  mod  refin'd, 
High  wroug  t,  and  temper'd  into  mind, 
Some  dariing  daughter  of  the  day, 
And  body'd  by  her  native  ray. 

Whcre-e'er  (he  paifes,  thousands  bend, 
And  thoufands  where  fhe  moves  attend^ 
Her  ways   oblervant  eyes  confcis, 
Her  fttps  purfuing  praiies  bkls  ; 
"W  hile  to  the  elevated  Maid 
Oblations,  as  to  heav'n  are  paid. 

'Twas  on  an  ever  blitheforne  day, 
The  jovial  birth  of  rofy  May, 

When 
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When   genial  warmth,    no   more  fup- 

prefs'd, 

New  melts  the  froft  in  ev'ry  breaft, 
The  cheek  with  fecret  flufhing  dies  ; 
And  looks  kind  things  from  chaftcfteyes ; 
The  fun  with  healthier  vifage  glows, 
Afide  his  clouded  kerchief  throws, 
And  dances  up  th'  etherial  plain, 
Where  late  he  us'd  to  climb  with  paln9 
While  nature,  as  from  bonds  fet  free, 
Springs  out  and  gives  a  loofe  to  glee. 

And  now  for  momentary  reft, 
The  nymph  her  travell'd  ftep  reprefs'd, 
Juft  turn'd  to  view  the  ftage  attain'd, 
And  glory'd  in  the  height  (he  gain'd, 
Out-ltretch'd  before  her  wide  furvey, 
The"  realms  of  fweet  perdition  lay, 
And  pity  touch'd  her  foul  with  woe, 
To  fee  a  world    fo  loft  below  ; 
When  ftraight  the  breeze  bt-gan  to  breath 
Airs   gently  wafted  from  beneath, 
That  bore  commiffion'd  witchcraft  thence 
And  reached  her  fympathy  of  fenfe  -9 
No  founds  of  difcord,  that  difcloie 
A  people  funk  and  loft  in  woes, 
But  as  of  prefent  good  poflkfs'd, 
The  very  triumph  of  the  blds'd. 
The  maid  in  rapt  attention  hung, 
While  thus  approaching  Sirens  fung, 

Hither,  faireft,  hither  hafte, 
Brighteft  beauty,  come  and  tafte 

What 
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What  the  pow'rs  of  bill's  unfold, 
Joys,  too  mighty  to  be  told  -, 
Tafte  what  extafies  they  give, 
Dying  raptures  taite  and  live. 

In  thy  lap,  difdaining  meafure, 
Nature  empties  all  her  treafure, 
Soft  defires  that  fweetly  languiih, 
Fierce  delights  that  rile  to  angttifla  •, 
Paired,  doit  tnouyet  delay  ? 
Brighteft  beauty,  come  away. 

Lift  not,  when  the  froward  chide, 
Sons  of  pedantry  and  pride, 
Snarlers,  to  whofe  feeble  fcnfe 
April's  funfhine  is  offVnce  •, 
Age  and  envy  will  advife 
Ev'n  agiinft  the  joy  they  prize. 

Come,  in  pleasure's  balmy  bowl, 
Slake  the  thi:  flings  of  thy   ibul, 
Till  thy  raptur'd  pow'rs  are  fainting 
\Yi.h  enjoyment,  palt  the  painting  -, 
Fail  ell,  doft  thou  yet  delay  i 
Bnghtcrll  beauty,  come  away. 

So  lung  the  vSirens,  as  of  yore, 
Upon  the  falfe  Aufonian  (hore  •, 
And  O!  for  that  preventing  chain, 
1  hat  bound  Ulyfies  on  the  main, 
That  fo  our  fair  one  might  withftand 
1  he  covert  ruin  now  at  hand. 

The  fong  her  charm'd  attention  drew, 
When  now  the  tempters  flood  in  view 
Curiofity,  with  p»ymg  eyes, 
And  hands  of  bufy  boldemprife  -, 

Like 
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Like  Hermes  feather'd  were  her  feet, 
And,  like  fore-running  fancy,  fleet. 
By  fearch  untaught,  by  toil  untir'd, 
To  novelty  me  ftill  afpir'd, 
Taftelefs  of  every  good  poflfefs'd, 
And  but  in  expectation  blefs'd. 

With  her,  afifociate,  Plcafure  came, 
Gay  pleafure,  frolic- loving  dame, 
Her  mein  all  fwimming  in  delight, 
Her  beauties  half  reveal'd  to  fight  •, 
Loofe    fiow'd    her  garments    from    the 

ground, 

And  caught  the  kifllng  wings  around. 
As  erft  Medufa's  looks  were  known, 
To  turn  beholders  into  ftone, 
A  dire  reverfion  here  they  felt, 
And  in  the  eye  of  pleafure  melt.. 
Her  glance  withfweetperfuafion  charm'd; 
Unnerv'd  the  ftrong,  thefteel'd  difarm'd; 
No  fafety  ev'n  the  flying  find, 
Who  vent'rous,  look'd  but  once  behind. 

Thus  was  the  much  admiring  maid, 
While  diftantj  more  than  half   betray'd. 
With  fmiles  and  adulation  bland, 
They  join'd  her  fide,  and  tciz'd  her  hand 
1  heir  touch  envenom'd  fweets -inftill'd, 
Her  frame  with  new  pulfations  thrili'dj 
While  half  conferring,  half  denying, 
Reludant  now,  and  now  complying, 
Amidft  a  war  of  hopes,  and  fears, 
Of  trembling  wifhes,  fmiling  tears, 

Still 
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Still  down,  and  down,  the  winning  Pair 
Compell'd  the  ftiuggling,  yielding  Fair. 
As  when  fome  (lately  veflel  bound 
To  bleft  Arabia's  diftant  ground, 
Born  from  her  courfes  haply  lights 
Where  Barca's  flowry  clime  invites, 
Conceal'd  around  whofe  treach'rous  land 
Lurk  the  dire  rock  and  dang'rous  fand ; 
The  pilot  warns  with  Tail  and  oar, 
To  fhun  the  much  fufpedled  fhore, 
In  vain  •,  the  tide  too  fubtly  ftrong, 
Still  bears  the  wreftling  bark  along, 
Till  found'ring,  me  rtfigns  to  fate, 
And  finks  o'erwhtlm'd  with  all  her  freight 

So,  baffling  ev'ry  bar  to  fin, 
And  heav'ns  own  pilot  place'd  within, 
Along  the  devious  long  defcent, 
With  pow'rs  increafing  as  they  went, 
The  dames  accuftom'd  to  fubdue. 
As  with  a  rapid  current  drew, 
And  o'er  the  fatal  bounds  convey 'd 
The  loft,  the  long  reluctant  maid. 

Here  flop,  ye  iair  ones   and  beware, 
Nor  fend  your  fond  afFtclions  there ; 
Yet,  yet  your  darling,  now  deplor'd, 
May  turn,  to  you,  and  heav'n,  rtftoi'd; 
Till  then,  with  weeping  honour  wait, 
The  fervant  of  her  better  fate, 
With  honour,  left  upon  the  fhore, 
Her  friend,  and  handmaid  now  no  more 
Nor,  with  the  guilty  world,  upbraid 
The  fortunes  of  a  wretch  betray'd  ; 

But 
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But  o'er  her  failing  caft  a  veil, 
Rememb'ring,  you  yourfelves  are  frail. 

And,  now  from  all  enquiring  light, 
Fad  fled  the  confcious  (hades  of  night ; 
The  Damfel,  from  a  Ihort  repofe, 
Confounded  at  her  plight,  arofe. 

As  when,  with  flumbrous    weight  op- 

prefs'd, 

Some  wealthy  mifer  finks  to  reft, 
Where  felons  eye  the  glitt'ring  prey, 
And  fleal  his  hoord  of  joys  awayj 
He,  borne  where  golden  Indus  ftreams, 
Of  pearl  and  quany'd  di'inond    dreams, 
Like  Midas  turns  the  glebe  to  oar, 
And  ftands  all  wrapt  amidft  his  ftore, 
But  wakens,  naked  and  defpoil'd 
Of  that,  for  which  his  years  had  toil'd. 

So  far'd  the  Nymph,  her  treafure  flown, 
And  turn'd,  like  Niobe,   to  ftone, 
Within,  without,  obfcure,  and  void, 
She  felt  all  ravage'd,  all  deftroy'd. 
And  O  thou  curs'd  infidious  coaft: 
Are  thefe  the  bleflings  thou  canft  boaft? 
Thefe  virtue  !  thefe  the  joys  they  find, 
Who  leave  thy  heav'n-topt  hills  behind  ? 
Shade  me,  ye  pines,  ye  caverns,  hide, 
Ye  mountains,  cover  me,  fhe  cried  ! 

Her  trumpet  flander  rais'd  on  high, 
And  told  the  ty dings  to  the  fky ; 
Contempt  difcharge'd  a  living  dart, 
A  fide-long  viper  to  her  heart  -, 

Reproach 
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Reproach  breath'd  poifons  oVr  her  face. 
And  foil'd  and  blafted  ev'ry  grace  : 
Officious  fhame,  her  handmaid  new, 
Still  turn'd  the  mirror  to  her  view, 
While  thofe  in  crimes  the  deeped  dy'd 
Approach'd  to  whiten  at  her  fide, 
And  ev'ry  lewd,  iafulting  dame 
Upon  her  folly  rofe  to  fame. 

What  fhould  fhe  do?  Attempt  once 

more 

To  gain  the  late  deferted  more  ? 
So  trailing,  back  the  Mourner  flew, 
As  fait  the  train  of  Mends  purfue. 

Again  the  farther  fhore's  attain'd, 
Again  the  land  of  virtue  gain'd  -9 
But  echo  gathers  in  the  wind, 
And  mows  her  inftant  foes  behind. 
Amaz'd,  with  headlong  fpeed  fhe  tends, 
Where  late  fhe  left  an  hoil  cf  friends  •, 
Alas !   thofe  fhrinking  friends  decline, 
Nor  longer  own  that  form  divine, 
With  fear  they  mark  the  following  cry, 
And  from  the  lonely  Trembler  fly, 
Or  backward  drive  her  on  the  coalt, 
Where  peace  was  wreck'd,  and  honour 

loft. 

From  earth,  thus  hoping  aid  in  vain, 
To  heav'n,  not  daring  to  complain, 
No  truce  by  hoftile  clamour  giv'n, 
And  from  the  face  of  friendfhip  driv'n* 
Z  The 
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The    Nymph    funk    proflrate    on    the 

ground, 
With  all  her  weight  of  woes  around. 

Enthron'd  within  a  circling  fky, 
Upon  a  mount,  o'er  mountains  high, 
Ail  radiant  Hue,  as  in  a  fhrine, 
Virtue,  firft  effluence  divine  •, 
Far,  far  above  the  fcenes  of  woe, 
That  flint  this  cloud- wrapt  world  belaw. 
Superior  goddefs,  efience  bright, 
Beauty  of  uncreated  light, 
Whom  fliould  mortality  furvey, 
As  doorrrJ  upon  a  certain  day. 
The  breath  of  frailty  mud  expire, 
The  world  ditto! ve  in  living  fire, 
The  gems  of  hcav'n,  and  folar  flame 
Be  quench'd  by  her  eternal  beam, 
And  nature,  quick'ning  in  her  eye, 
To  rife  a  new-born  phoenix,  die. 

Hence,  unreveal'd  to"  mortal  view, 
A  veil  around  her  form  me  threw, 
Which  three  fad  fillers  of  the  made 
Pain,  Care,  and  Melancholy  made. 

Thro'  this  her  all-enquiring  eye, 
Attentive  from  herftation  high, 
Beheld,  abandoned  to  ddpair, 
The  ruins  of  her  fav'rite  fair  ^ 
And  with  a  voice,  whole  awful  found 
Appal'd  the  guilty  world  around, 
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Bid  the  tumultuous  winds  be  (til!, 
To  numbers  bow'd  each  liiVning  hill, 
Uncurl'd  the  forging  of  the  main, 
And  fmooth'd  the  thorny  bed  of  pain, 
The  golden  harp  of  heav'n  Ibe  drung, 
And  thus  the  tuneful  goddcfs  lung. 

"  Lovely  Penitent,  arife, 
Come,  and  claim  thy  kindred  ikies. 
Come,  thy  fitter  angels  fay, 
Thou  halt  wept  thy  ftains  away. 

Let  experience  now  decide 
'Twixt  the  good,   and  evil  try'cl, 
In  the  fmooth,  enchanted  ground, 
Say,  unfold  the  treafures  found. 

Structures,  rais'd  by  morning  dreams, 
Sands^  that  trip  the  flitting. ftreams, 
Down,  that  anchors  on  the  air, 
Clouds,  that  paint  their  changes  there. 

Seas,  that  frhpothly  dimpling  lie, 
While  the  ftorm  impends  on  high, 
Showing,  in  an  obvious  glafs, 
Joys  that  in  pofleilic  n  paii ; 

Tranfient,  fickle,  light,  and  gay 
Flatt'ring,  only  to  betray  -, 
What,  alas,  can  life  contain  ! 
Life  !   like  all  it's  circles — vain. 

Will  the  dork,  intending  reft, 
On  the  billow  build  her  nett  ? 
Will  the  bee  demand  his  (lore 
From  the  bleak,  and  bladrkfs  iliore  ? 
Z  2  Man 
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Man  alone,  intent  to  dray, 
Ever  turns  from  wifdom's  way, 
Lays  up  wealth  in  foreign  land, 
Sows  the  fc-a,  and  plows  the  fand. 

Soon  this  elemental  inafs, 
Soon  th'incumb'ring  world  fhall  pafs, 
Form  be  wrapt  in  wading  fire, 
Time  be  fpent,   and  life  expire. 

Then,  ye  boafled  works  of  men  ; 
Where  is  your  afylum  then  ? 
Sons  of  pleafure,  fonsofcare, 
Tell  me,  mortals,  tell  me  where  ? 

Gone,  like  traces  on  the  deep, 
Like  a  fcepter,  grafp'd  in  deep, 
Dews,  exhal'd  from  morning  glades,, 
Melting  ihows,  and  gliding  fhades. 

Pafs  the  world,  and  what's  behind  ? 
Virtue's  gold,  by  fire  rehVd  ; 
From  an  univerfe  deprav'd, 
From  the  w  re  c  k .  of  nature  fa v  'd . 

Like  the  lifc-fupporting  grain,. 
Fruit  of  patience,  and  of  pain, 
On  the  fwain's  autumnal  day 
Winno\v'd  from  the  chaff  away. 

Little  trembler,  fear  no  more, 
Thou  huft  plenteous  crops  in  (tore, 
Seed,   by  genial  forrows  town, 
More  than  all  thy  fcorners  own. 

What  tho*  hoftile  earth  dcfpife, 
Heav'n  beholds  with  gentler  eyes ; 

Heav'n 
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Heav'n  thy  friendlefs  fleps  (hall  gujde, 
Chear  thy  hours,  and  guard  thy  fide. 

When  the  fatal  trump  (hall  found, 
When  th'  immortals  pour  around, 
Heav'n  {hall  thy  return  attefr, 
HaiPd  by  myriads  of  the  blefs'd. 

Little  native  of  the  fkies. 
Lovely  penitent,  arife  ; 
Gala?  thy  bofom,  clear  thy  brow, 
Virtue  is  thy  fifter  now. 

More  delightful  are  my  woes, 
Than  the  rapture,  pleafure  knows 
Richer  far  i he  weeds  I  bring, 
Than  the  robes  that  grace  a  king. 

On  my  wars,  of  fhorteft  date, 
Crowns  of  encilefs  triumph  wait  \ 
On  my  cares  a  period  bkfs'd  -, 
On  my  toils,  eternal  rcil. 
Come,  with  virtue  at  thy  fide, 
Come,  be  ev'ry  bar  defy'd, 
'Till  we  gain  our  native  fhore, 
Sifter,  come  and  turn  no  more.  • 
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FA   B.     XVI. 

LOVE  and  VANITY. 

breezy  morning  b'reath'd  per- 
.a.  fume, 

The    wak'ning   fiow'rs    unveil'd    their 

bloom, 

IJp  with  the  fun,  from  mort  repofe, 
Gay  health,  and  lufty  labour  rofe, 
The  milkmaid  car^'u  at  her  pail, 
And  (hcpherds  whiftied  o'er  the  dale  | 
When  Love,  wl.o  led  a  rural  life, 
Remote  from  buttle,  .Hate,  and  (Irife, 
Forth  from  his   thaich'd  roof'd  cottage 

ftray'd, 
And  ftroll'd  along  the  dewy  glade. 

A  nymph,   who  lightly  trip'd  it  by, 
To  quick  attention  turn'd  his  eye, 
He  mark JJ  the  geflure  of  the  Fair, 
Her  felt-fufficient  grace  and  air, 
Her  ileps,  that  mincing  meant  topleafe. 
Her  fludy'd  net-  iigence,  and  cafe  ; 
And  curious  to  enquire  what  meant 
This  thing  of  pretiinefs,  and  paint, 
Approaching  fpoke,  and  bow'd  obferv- 

ant; 

The  lady,  (lightly, — Sir,  your  fervant. 

Such 
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Such  beauty  in  fo  rude  a  place ! 
Fair  one,  you  do  the  country  grace  ; 
At  court,  no  doubt,  the  public  care, 
But  Love  has  fmall  acquaintance  there. 
Yes,  Sir,  reply'd  -the  flutt'ring  Dame, 
This  form  conft  fifes  whenre  it  came  ; 
But  dear  variety,  you  know, 
Can  make  us  prrde,  and  pomp  forego. 
My  name  is  Vanity.     1  fway 
The  utmoft  iflands  of  the  lea  ; 
Within  my  court  all  honour  centers  ; 
I  raife  the  meaneft  foul  that  enters, 
Endow  with  latent  gifts,  and  graces, 
And  model  fools,  lor  polls  ancHplaces. 

As  Vanity  appoints  at  pleaiure, 
The  world  receives  it's  weight,  and  mea- 

lure  ; 

Hence  all  the  grand  concerns  of  life, 
Joys,  cares,  plagues,  paffions,  peace  and 
ftrife. 

Reflect  how  far  my  pow'r  prevails, 
When  1  ilep  in,  where  nature  fails, 
And  ev'ry  breach  of  fenfe  repairing, 
Am  bounteous  ftill,  where  heav'ri  is  fpa- 
ring. 

But  chief  in  all  their  arts,  and  airs, 
Their   playing,    painting,    pouts,    and 

pray'rs 

Their  various  habits,  and  complexions, 
Fits,  frohcks;  foibles,  and  perfections, 

Their 
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Their  robing,  curling,  and  adorning; 
From   noon    to   night,    from    night    to 

morning, 

From  fix  to  fixty,  fick  or  found, 
I  rule  the  female  world  around. 

Hold  there  a  moment,  Cupid  cry'd, 
Nor  boaft  dominion  quite  fo  wide. 
Was  there  no  province  to  invade, 
But  that  by  Love,  and  meeknefs  fvvay'd  ? 
All  other  empire  I  refign, 
But  be  the  fphere  of  beauty  mine. 

For  in  the  downy  lawn  of  reft, 
That  opens  on  a  woman's  breaft, 
Attended  by  my  peaceful  train, 
I  chufe  to  live,  and  chufe  to  reion. 

Far-fighted  faith  I  bring  along, 
And  truth,  above  an  army  fcrong, 
And  chaftity,  of  icy  mold, 
Within  the  burning  tropics  cold, 
And  lowlinefs,  to  whole  mild  brow, 
The  pow'r  and  pride  of  nations  bow, 
And  modefty,  with  downcaft  eye, 
That  lends  the  morn  her  virgin  dye, 
And  innocence,  array'd  in  light, 
And  honour,  as  a  tow'r  upright; 
With  fweedy  winning  graces,  more 
Than  poets  ever  dreamt  of  yore, 
In  unaffected  conduct  free, 
All  fmiling  fillers,  three  times  three, 

And 
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And  rofy  peace,  the  cherub  biefs'd, 
That  nightly  lings  us  all  to  reft. 

Hence,    from    the    bud   of  nature's 

prime, 

From  the  firft  ftep  of  infant  time, 
Woman,  the  world's  appointed  light, 
Has  fkirted  cv'ry,  fhade  with  white  ; 
Has  Hood  for  imitation  high, 
To  ev'ry  heart  and  ev'ry  eye  ; 
From  ancient  deeds  of  fair  renown, 
Has  brought  her  bright  memorials  down; 
To  time  aflix'd  perpetual  youth, 
And  form'd  each  tale  of  love  and  truth. 

Upon  a  new  Promethean  plan, 
She  moulds  the  eflence  of  a  man, 
Tempers  his  mafs,  his  genius  fires, 
And  as  a  better  ioul  infpires. 

The  rude  me  foftcns,  warms  the  cold, 
Exalts  the  meek-  and  checks  the  bold, 
Galis  floth  from  his  fupine  repofe, 
Within  the  coward's  bofom  glows, 
Of  pride  unplumes  the  lofty  creft, 
Bids  bafhtul  merit  (land  confefs'd, 
And  like  coarfe  metal  from  the  mines, 
Collects,  irradiates,   and  refines. 

The  gentle  (cience,  (he  imparts, 
All  manners  fmooths,  informs  all  hearts; 
From  her  fvveet  influence  are  felt, 
Paffions  that  pleafe,  and  thoughts  that 

To 
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To  ftormy  rage  fhe  bids  controul, 
And  finks  ferenely  on  the  foul, 
Softens  Deucalion's-  flinty  race, 
And  tunes  the  warring  world  to  peace. 
Thus      .>     i  to  all  that's  light,    and 
* 

And  freed  from  thy  fantaftic  chain, 
She  fills  the  fphere,   by  heav'n  aflign'd, 
And  rul'd  by  me,  o'er  rules  mankind. 

He  fpoke.      The   jiymph    impatient 

flood, 
And  laughing,  thus  her  fpeech  renew'd. 

And  pray,  Sir,  may  I  be  ib  bold 
To  hope  your  pretty  tale  is  told, 
And  next  demand,  without  a  cavil, 

What  new  Utopia  do  you  travel ? 

Upon  my  word,  thefe  high-flown  fancies 
Shew  depth  of  learning  in  romances. 

Why,  what  unfafhion'd  fluff  you  tell 

us, 

Of  buckram  dames,  and  tiptoe  fellows ! 
Go,  child  5.  and  when  you're  grown  ma-. 


turer, 


You'll  fuit  your  next  opinion  furer. 

O  fuch  a  pretty  knack  at    painting  ! 
And  all  for  foftning,  and  for  fainting  ! 
Guefs  now,  who  can,  a  Tingle  feature, 
Thro*  the  whole  piece  of  female  nature! 
Then  mark  !   my  loofer  hand  may  fit 
The  lines,  too  coarfe  for  love  to  hit. 

TlS 
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Tis  faid  that  woman,  prone  to  chang 
ing* 
Thro'  all  the  rounds  of  folly  ranging, 

On  life's  uncertain  ocean  riding, 
No  reafon,  rule,  nor  rudder  guiding, 
Is  like  the  comet's  wandring  light, 
Eccentric,  ominous,  and  bright, 
Tractiefs,  and  (hifting  as  the  wind, 
A  fea,  whofe  fathom  none  can  find, 
A  moon,  Hill  changing  and  revolving, 
A  riddle,  pad  all  human  folving, 
A  blifs,  a  plague,  a  heaven,  a  hell, 

A fomething,  that  no  man  can  tell. 

Now  learn  a  fecret  from  a  friend, 
But  keep  your  council,  and  attend. 
-Tho'  in  their  tempers  thought  ib  di- 

ftant, 

•  Nor  with  their  fex,  nor  felves  confident, 
Tis  but  the  difference  of  a  name, 
And  ev'ry  woman  is  the  fame. 
For  as  the.  world  however  vary'd, 
And  thro'  unnumber'd  changes  carry'd, 
Of  elemental  modes,  and  forms, 
Clouds,    meteors,    colours,    calms   and 

ftorms, 

Tho'  in  a  thoufand  fuits  array'd, 
Is  of'Otie  iubjecl  matter  made  ; 
So,  Sir,   a  v/oman's  confcitution, 
The  world's  enigma,  finds  folution, 

And 
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And  let  her  form  be  what  you  will, 
I  am  the  fubjeft  eflence  (till. 

With  the  firft  fpark  of  female  fenfe, 
The  fpeck  of  being,  I  commence, 
Within  the  womb  make  frefh  advances, 
And  dictate  future  qualms,  and  fancies ; 
Thence  in  the  growing  form  expand, 
With  childhood  travel  hand  in  hand, 
And  give  a  tafte  of  all  their  joys, 
In  gewgaws,  rattles,  pomp,  and  noife. 

And  now  familiar  and  unawM, 
I  fend  the  flutt'ring  foul  abroad. 
Prais'd  for  her  fnape,  her  air,  her  mien, 
The  little  goddefs,  and  the  queen, 
Takes  at  her  infant  ihrine  oblation, 
And  drinks  fweet  draughts  of  adulation. 

Now  blooming,  tall,  erecl,  and  fair, 
To  drefs,  becomes  her  darling  care-, 
The  realms  of  beauty  then  1  bound, 
I  fwell  the  hoop's  enchanred  round, 
Shrink  in  the  waift's  defcending  fize, 
Heav'd  in  the  fnowy  bofom,  rife. 
High  on  the  floating  lappet  fail 
Or  curi'd  in  trelTes,  kifs  the  gale. 
Then  to  her  glafs  I  lead  the  fair, 
And  mew  the  lovely  idol  there, 
Where,  ftruck  as  by  divine  emotion, 
She  bows  with  moft  iincere  devotion, 
And  numb'nng  every  beauty  o'er 
In  fecret  bids  the  world  adore. 

i  Then 
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Then  all  for  parking,  and  parading, 
Coquetting,  dancing,  mafquerading  ; 
For  balls,  plays,  courts,  and  crouds 

what  pa/lion  ! 
And  churches,  fometimes — if  the  fafhi- 

on; 

For  woman's  fenfe  of  right,  and  wrong 
Is  rul'd  by  the  almighty  throng ; 
Still  turns  to  each  meander  tame, 
And  fwims,  the  draw  of  ev*ry  ftream. 
Her  toul  intrinfic  worth  rejects, 
Accomplim'd  only  in  defects  ; 
Such  excellence  is  her  ambition, 
Folly,  her  wifeft  acquisition, 
And  ev'n  from  pity,  and  difdain, 
She'll  cull  forne  reafon  to  be  vain. 

Thus,  Sir,  from  ev'ry  form,  and  fea 
ture, 

The  wealth,  and  wants  of  female  nature, 
And  ev'n  from  vice,  which  you'd  admire, 
I  gather  fewel  to  my  fire ; 
And  on  the  very  bafc  of  lhame 
Erect  my  monument  of  fame. 

Let  me  another  truth  attempt, 
Of  which  your  godfliip  has  not  dreamt. 
Thofe  fhining  virtues,  which  you  mu- 

fter, 

Whence  think    you  they  derive   their 
luftre  ? 

A  a  From 


278  FABLES. 

From  native  honour,   and  devotion? 
O  yes,  a  mighty  likely  notion  ! 
Truft  me,  from  titled  dames  to  fpinners, 
Tls  I  make   fainrc,  whoe'er  nukes    fin- 

ners  -, 

'Tis  1  inftruct  them  to  withdraw, 
And  hold  preiumptuous  man  in  awe  ; 
For  female  worth,  as  i  infpire, 
In  juft  degrees,  dill  mounts  the  higher, 
And  virtue,  fo  extremely  nice, 
Demands  long  toil,  and  mighty  prices 
Like  Sampfon's  pillars,   fix'd  elate, 
1  bear  the  fcx's  tottering  ftate, 
Sap  thefe,  and  in  a  moment's  fpace, 
Down  links  the  fabric  to  its  bafe. 

Alike  from  titles,  and  from  toys, 
1  fpring,   the  fount  of  female  joys-, 
In  ev'ry  widow,  wife,  and  mils, 
The  fole  artificer  of  bilfs ; 
For  them  each  tropic  1  explore, 
I  cleave  the  fand  of  ev'ry  Ihore  •, 
To  them  uniting  India's  fail, 
Sabea  breathes  her  fartheft  gale  : 
For  them  the  bullion  I  refine, 
Dig  fenfe,  and  virtue  from  the  mine, 
And  from  the  bowels  of  invention, 
£pin  out  the  various  arts  you  mention. 

Kor  blifs  alone  my  pow'rs  beflow, 
They  hold  the  lovtrcign  balm  of  woe  -, 

Eeyond 
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Beyond  the  Stoic's  boafted  art, 
1  {both  the  heavings  of  the  heart  •, 
To  pain  give  fpkndor,  and  relief, 
And  gild  the  pallid  face  of  grief. 

Alike  the  palace,  and  the  plain 
Admit  the  glories  of  my  reign  ; 
Thro'  ev'ry  age,  in  ev'ry  nation, 
Tafte,  talents,  tempers,  ftare,   and  Ra 
tion, 

Whatever  a  woman  fays,  I  fay  •, 
Whate'er  a  woman  fpends,  I  pay  ; 
Alike  I  fill,  and  empty  bags, 
Flutter  in  finery,  and  rags, 
"With  light  coquets  thro5  folly  range, 
And  with  the  prude  difdain  10  change-. 
And  now  you'd  think,  'twixt  you  and  I, 
That  things  were  ripe  for  a  reply- 
But  foft,  and  while  I'm  in  the  mood, 
Kindly  permit  me  to  conclude, 
Their  utmoft  mazes  to  unravel, 
And  touch  the  faircft  ilep  they  travel. " 

When  ev'ry  pkaiure's  run  aground, 
And  folly  tir'd  thro'  many  a  round, 
The  Nymph  conceiving  difcontent  hence 
May  ripen  to  an  hour's  repentance, 
And  vapours,  {heel  in  pious  rnoifture, 
Difmifs  her  to  a  church  or  cloyfter; 
Then  on  I  lead  her,  with  devotion 
Confpicuous  in  her  drefs,  and  motion, 
A  a  3  Infpire 
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Infpire  the  heav'nly-breathmg  air, 
Roll  up  the  lucid  eye  in  pray'r, 
Soften  the  voice,  and  in  the  face 
Look  melting  harmony  and  grace. 
Thus  far  extends  my  friendly  pow'r, 
Nor  quits  her  in  her  lateft  hour  ; 
The  couch  of  decent  pain  1  fpread, 
In  form  recline  her  languid  head, 
Her  thoughts  I  methodize  in  death, 
And  part  not  with  her  parting  breath ; 
Then  do  I  fet,  in  order  bright, 
A  length  of  funeral  pomp  to  fight, 
The  glitt'ring  tapers  and  attire, 
The  plumes,  that  whiten  o'er  her  bier  ; 
And  lad,  prefenting  to  her  eye 
Angelick  fineries  on  high, 
To  fcenes  of  painted  bhis  I  waft  her, 
And  form  the  heav'n  (he  hopes  hereafter. 

In  truth,  rejoin'd  love's  gentle  god, 
You've  gone  a  tedious  length  of  road, 
And  it  range,  in  all  the  toilfome  way, 
No  houfe  of  kind  refremment  lay, 
"No  nymph,    whofc  virtues    might  have 

tempted, 
To  hold  her  from  her  fex  exempted. 

For  one,  we'll  never  quarrel  man  *, 
Take  her,  and  keep    her,  if  you  can  ; 
And  pleas'd,  I  yield  to  your  petition, 
Since  ev'ry  fair,  by  fuch  permiflion,.. 
Will  hold  herfelf  the  one  fclcdted, 
And  ib  my  lyftem  ftands  protected. 

Odeaf 
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O  deaf  to  virtue,  deaf  to  glory, 
To   truths  divinely  vouch'd  in  ftory  ! 
The  godhead  in  his  zeal  return'd, 
And  kindling  at  her  malice  burn'd. 
Then  fweetly  rais'd  his  voice  and  told 
Of  heavn'iy  nymphs  rever'd  of  old  •, 
Hypfipyle,  who  iav'd  her  fire, 
And  Portia's  love,  approved  by  fire, 
Alike  Penelope  was  quoted, 
Nor  laureird  Daphne  pals'd  unnoted, 
Nor  Laodamia's  fatal  garter, 
Nor  fam'd  Lucretia,  honour's  martyr, 
Alcefte's  voluntary  fteel, 
And  Catherine,    tailing  on    the   wheel. 
But  who  can  hope  to  plant  conviction 
Where  cavil  grows  on  contradiction  ? 
Some  me  evades,  or  difavows, 
Demurs  to  all,  and  none  allows  •, 
A  kind  of  antient  thing  cali'd  Fables ! 
And  thus  the  Goddefs  turn'cl  the  tables. 

Now  both  in  argument  grew  high, 
And  choler  flafh'd  from  either  eye-, 
Nor  wonder  each  refus'd  to  yield 
The  conqutft  of  fo  fair  a  field. 

When  happily  arriv'd  in  view 
A  Goddefs  whom  our  grandames  knew,. 
Of  afpeft  grave,  and  kber  gaite, 
Majcttic,  awful,  and  iedate, 
As  heaven's  autumnal  eve  ferene, 
When  not  a  doud  o'ercafts  the  fcene  : 

Once 
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Once  Prudence  caiiM,  a  matroivfarn'd, 
And    n  old  Rome,- Cornelia  nam'd. 
Quick  at  a  venture,  both    agree 
To  leave  their  ft  rife  to  her  decree. 

And  now  by  each  the  fa  efts  were  ftated, 
In  form  and  manner  as  related, 
The  cafe  was  fhort.  They  crav'd  opinion, 
Which  held  o'er  females  chief  dominion. 
When  thus  thegoddeis,  anlwering  mild, 
Firft  (hook  her  gracious  head  and  fmii'd. 

Alas,   how  wiiling  to  comply, 
Yet  how  unfit  a  judge  am  I ! 
In  times  of  golden  date,  'tis  true, 
I  fhar'd  the  fickle  fex  with  you-, 
But  from  their  prefence  long  precluded, 
Or  held  as  one,  whofe  form  intruded, 
Full  fifty  annual  funs  can  tell, 
Prudence  has  bid  the  fex  farewell. 

In  this  dilemma  what  to  do, 
Or  who  to  think  of,  neither  knew; 
For  both  (till  biafs'd  in  opinion3 
And  arrogant  of  fole  dominion, 
Were  force'd  to  hold  the  cafe  compound 
ed, 
Or  leave  the  quarrel  where  they  found  it. 

When  in  the  nick,  a  rural  fair, 
Of  inexperience'd  gait,  and  air, 
Who  ne'er  had  croiVd  the  neigh'bring 

lake, 
NOT  feen  the  world,  beyond  a  wake, 

With- 
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With  carnbrick  coif,  and  kerchief  clean, 

Tript  lightly  by  them  o'er  the  green. 

Now,  now  !  cry'd  love's  triumphant  child, 

And  at  approaching  conqueft  fmil'd, 

If  Vanity  will  once  be  guided, 

Our  difference  ibon  may  be  decided  ; 

Behold  yon  wench  a  fit  cccafion 

To  try  your  torce  of  gay  perfuafion. 

Go  you,  while  I  retire  aloof, 

Go,  put  thole  beaded  pow'rs  to  proof; 

And  if  your  prevalence  of  art 

Tranfcends  my  yet  unnerring  dart, 

I  give  the  fav'rit-e  conteft  o'er, 

And  ne'er  will  boalt  my  empire  more. 

At  once,  fo  laid,  and  fo  confented  ; 
And  well  our  goddefs  feem'd  contented, 
Nor  paufing  made  a  moment's  (land, 
But  trip't  and  took  the  girl  in  hand. 

Meanwhile  the  godhead,  unalarm'd, 
,  As  one  to  each  occafion  arm'd, 
Forth  from  his  quiver  cull'd  a  dart, 
That  erft  had  wounded  many  a  heart ; 
Then  bending,  drew  it  to  the  head; 
The  bow-ftring  twang'd,  the  ?rro\v  fled, 
And,  to  her  fecret  foul  addrefs'd, 
Transfix'd  the  whitenefs  of  her  bread. 

But  here  the  dame,   whofe   guardian 

care 
JIad  to  a  moment  watch'd  the  fair, 

2  At 
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At  once  her  pocket  mirror  drew, 
And  held  the  wonder  full  in  view-, 
As  quickly  range'd  in  order  bright, 
A  thoufand  beauties  rum  to  fight, 
A  world  of  charms   till  now  unknown, 
A  world  reveal'd  to  her  alone ; 
Enraptur'd  ftands  the  love-fick  maid, 
Sufpended  o'er  the  darling  made, 
Here  only  fixes  to  admire, 
And  centers  ev'ry  fond  defire. 


F     I    N    I     S. 


